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PREFACE 
ADVENTURES IN STEWARDSHIP 

Adventures generally suggest something of the spirit of 
daring; and the finest kind of daring is that which dares to 
trust God. If anyone argue that this ought not to be so, that 
it ought riot to require great courage to abandon oneself to the 
heavenly Father, he is probably abiding in the realm of the 
purely theoretical, or else he is trying to think of spiritual 
things only. 

Some time ago a New Yorker was reminded of that ancient 
widow who dared to trust God in material things even to the 
extent of following a prophet*s exhortation to bring her last 
handful of flour as an earnest of the faith. The reply was, 
"Yes, but she didn't live in New York in 1919." 

The daring that is here suggested is that which takes seri- 
ously God's promise, the daring that foll6ws tlje injunction, 
"Commit thy way unto Jehovah," whether in New York or 
elsewhere. 

This is the faith that lies in the background of the Adven- 
tures in Stewardship. It is hoped that the readers may find 
in these pages a help to the conviction that there is no life 
divided, "O Lord of Life, from thee ;" that the heavenly Father 
is interested in the everyday life and the everyday prosperity 
of all his children, and that those who seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness may live in partnership with the 
Great Provider. 

Evidently, such a book as this does not deal primarily with 
the theological or historical basis of tithing stewardship. 
, Rather, its design is to show by actual evidence that tithing 
stewardship reaches with a transforming influence into every 
phase of life. There is much testimony that this fa.ct t^^^^^^-j^s* 
with force to an increasing numbei ol ^t^c.'C\c.?\ xa^^— ^'^^^'^ 



8 PREFACE 

professing Christians or not — who see that the tithe points 
to a much larger thing than a financial program. 

The stories here printed have been left essentially in their 
original form. In general, names have been omitted, but the 
genuineness of every instance can be vouched for. It is hoped 
that this comparatively small collection of stories will encour- 
age hundreds of pastors and laymen to report incidents in their 
own field of experience which are not one, whit less illustrative 
of the fact that a great stewardship revival has actually moved 
out over the church. 

Acknowledgment ought to be made to the stewardship secre- 
taries in the various Areas, and especially to the Rev. J. 
Homer Slutz, for assistance in the collection of the material 
which follows. 

Ralph S. Cushman, 
Executive Secretary Centenary 

Stewardship Department. 



CHAPTER I 
THE FIRST STEP 

The acceptance of stewardship as a principle of Christian 
living is not of the same nature as the signing of a check, or 
baptism, or undergoing a surgical operation. It is not an in- 
oculation which, having once "taken," can henceforth be for- 
gotten. 

Stewardship is much more like a c'ourse oif gymnastics for 
the health. To be effective it must be practiced daily, with due 
regard to physical resources and ailments, and the master's 
instructions. With some modifications, under a good gym- 
nastic course, the fat man may become an Apollo, the stoop- 
shouldered may become a Hercules, the short-winded one 
may learn how to walk uphill talking one-hundred-and-forty- 
to-the-minute without losing his breath, but only at the cost of 
systematic training with dumb-bells, punching bags, and other 
athletic exercises. 

So it is with stewardship and the Christian. He who has 
gathered too much of the fat of the land, he who has too long 
been stooping to small and picayunish methods, he who has 
lost breath in traveling "up the Heavenly Way" can get back 
into condition through systematic training in spiritual athletics. 

These more or less debilitated Christians are obliged natur- 
ally to take a first step, which is not always ideally graceful 
nor perfect. But with each day's training they are sure to 
improve. Under the stewardship idea the tightwad and the 
timid one, the bigoted brother, the parish blight, the loud- 
talker and the little-doer, as well as good Brothers Jones, 
Brown, and Smith, all step more or less capably into the ranks 
and line up for spiritual calisthenics. 

Awkward as it sometimes is, this first sle^ \% 'a\>«'a.^'5»'>5>XR.x^'5X- 
ing. Conversion itself does not rcvoxe -^toiQ^axv.^^ -aJ^LSt^^x '^^ 



10 ADVENTURES IN STEWARDSHIP 

heart and conduct of man or woman than the acceptance of 
stewardship as a working plan of life. The threefold applica- 
tion of its principles to time, possessions, and prayer touches • 
man's life in three strategic points; for who can deny that 
what, a man does with his time, his money, and his secret 
desires determines what that man is? 

The first and most striking element of stewardship which is 
challenged by the "outsider" is the tithe. Two objections to 
the practice of tithing are frequently encountered; one is the 
objection of "legalism," and the other rests on the assumption 
that it is unbecoming for a Christian to be thinking much about 
money. 

, "Whereas' 



.if 



In answer to the first objection, that now we are under the 
dispensation of Christ and the old law has been done away, a 
Methodist minister has told the story of a bachelor, who, going 
to live in a certain city, was recommended to a Widow Dole's 
for board. The good man found that Widow Dole was riot 
only agreeable, but that her house was the next thing to a home. 
After he had lived there for some time, bringing to the lady 
five dollars regularly every Tuesday afternoon, his heart was 
so thoroughly touched that he urged her to go to the altar — 
which she did. On the Tuesday afternoon following the 
wedding, he appeared as usual, and said: "Whereas, heretofore 
I was under the law, I cheerfuly brought you my five dollars ; 
but now I am under love, I hereby give you a dollar and will 
continue to contribute when I feel able." 



"Can't Eat Souls" 

The second objection that it is "sordid" for Christians to 
talk or think about money, has been met by a brother of the 
South who tells the story of an attempt to raise the salary of 
Pastor X. 

One of the members of the church had been carrying on his 
conscience for some time the burden of the disgracefully low 
salary of the pastor, and had attempted to get the official board 
to act. 
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During one of these interviews with a man whom we will 
call Brother Smallweed, the friend of the pastor recalled what 
fine sermons and what splendid work Pastor X had been 
giving them. 

"That's all right," replied Brother Smallweed, "his serjnons 
will do well enough; but a pastor ought to be saving souls 
and not thinking about money." 

At this point the patient man boiled over. 

"But the parson can't eat souls," he said, "and if he could, 
it would take a great many of the size of some folks' souls to 
satisfy him." 

It is evident that these two most familiar objections to the 
tithe can be met, not only with Holy Writ but with holy wit. 

It is the tithe that often proves to be either a stepping stone 
to better things or the block of stumbling. No doubt there are 
people who consider themselves good stewards who refuse to 
look the tithe in the face. On the other hand, an increasingly 
large proportion of the church membership is devoting itself 
.to some system of proportionate giving in true athletic style. 

Understanding and accepting the tithe, as the acknowledg- 
ment of God's ownership, has taken the place of the almost 
universal protests of a few months ago. The old history of 
church finances going on the rocks, of the silly and frenzied 
methods of carrying on the Lord's work, of haphazard ways 
of providing for benevolences, has at last had its legitimate 
effect and brought Christian people to their senses. Straw- 
berry festivals and rummage sales have had their day in 
church finance. "Tithing may be legalistic, but so is marriage ; 
let us try to worry along with it," says one church treasurei*. 
And after a tithing band had been formed, instead of "worry- 
ing along" he found that his troubles were practically 
eliminated. 

While the tithe, in the lives of many people, furnishes prac- 
tically the first rung of the stewardship ladder, it is yet only 
a step, as they who have taken it will be the first to acknowl- 
edge. Other privileges and powers are quick to follow; but 
since that is in many cases the first step, it is oi v^jArx^'^Nw Ns^ 
note what experiences have led diftetetvX. ^eo^\^ \a \X.'s» '^.^q^'vxqj^. 



12 ADVENTURES IN STEWARDSHIP 

Examples of many sorts come to the stewardship office, and 
in no sense is it considered that those chosen for this book 
represent stewardship in its ideal or perfect form. But they 
are actual instances of "stewardship as she is spoke," and 
so possess the intense human interest that always attaches to 
authentic experiences under the domination of an idea. 

Many people are led to adopt tithing for a special object, or 
because they are in some particular difficulty. One preacher, 
for example, with a wife and three children, began to put 
aside a tenth of his salary of six hundred dollars in order to 
get some books which he felt greatly in need of. After he 
had done this he decided that the tithe did not belong to him 
after all, but that it was his business to give God the first 
portion, and get his books out of the remainder. 

Running a Special 

Another pastor wrote to the Department of Stewardship for 
information and help, saying that he had been giving the sub- 
ject of tithing considerable thought and prayer for years. He 
told how, years ago, he ran a special train, because he wanted 
his congregation to take a trip to an institution of higher 
learning, so that they might be influenced to give much more 
liberally for its maintenance. He endeavored to get cheap 
rates on the railroad, but failed; then he tried to get some of 
his friends to go with him and charter a train, but they in 
turn all failed him. Finally he promised the Lord that if he 
would protect him against a loss of more than $25 and would 
help him raise the money, he would run a train himself, and 
further, that if he made anything above expenses, he would 
give one tenth of the profit to the Lord. As a result of this 
adventure seventy-seven dollars and seventy cents was cleared 
and the brother in question turned over for specific Kingdom 
purposes seven dollars and seventy-seven cents. He wished 
to know whether this was a case of tithing stewardship. 

This is apparently a clear case of a "bargain," not much 
unlike the bargain Jacob made with the Lord when he woke 
frpm his vision and built an altar. But bargain as it was, it 
worked. A letter was sent to the brother in the South, in 



THE FIRST STEP 13 

which it was pointed out that the train project was one step 
along the pathway of tithing stewardship. 

This matter of "bargaining" is one of the chief stumbling- 
blocks to many people, in the question of tithing. "If God 
prospers me in this business, then I'll give him a tenth," sounds 
like bidding for prosperity ; and in a sense it is. Testimonials 
to the effect, "I began to tithe a month ago and, praise the 
Lord, last week I had my salary raised," are among the most 
frequent illustrations that come into the office. 

But honest-minded people often feel that behind this 
bargain is self-interest and perhaps hypocrisy. One pastor con- 
fessed, in the privacy of his own office, that he had been taught 
to tithe when he was a boy, but that he had abandoned the 
habit years ago, and that during the defaulting years his salary 
had been raised several times. "What do you say to that?" he 
said. 

All this, if it prove anything, proves that tithing has to do 
with prosperity or nonprosperity only as it is a part of steward- 
ship. Stewardship teaches that it is the Christian's business 
to acknowledge God's ownership, no matter whether or not 
Wall Street is in a panic, or whether your own private financial 
ship seems to be going on the rocks. The overwhelming testi- 
mony bears out the belief that prosperity and peace of mind 
follow the practice of Christian stewardship. 

The bargain, if it be a bargain, is only the first step in a 
much larger business — a business which works profound 
changes in the heart and mind as well as in the cash accounts. 
Christian stewards do prosper, but so do many other kinds of 
people. The difference is that the steward gets also a good 
many other things besides his prosperity. 

One minister perceived that a full acceptance of the principle 
of tithing-stewardship would not only save the desperate 
financial situation of his church, but would prabably also raise 
the spiritual temperature of his membership. Though he 
believed in stewardship "in a general way," he had never been 
willing to commit himself to the tithe. Question: How could 
he preach tithing to his official board and his other parishiotiftt^ 
without believing in it for himsdi'i Oi c.o\iT^^NNst ^w^^ssix. 
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He was honest enough to see that if ti thing-stewardship was 
good as a life preserver, it would be still better as a solid plank 
undergirdiag the whole structure of the Christian life, and 
so his own name headed the list of tithing stewards in the 
church. 

Proving the Thing 

At the close of a tithing sermon in one of our Methodist 
churches a man who had not been known as a Christian came 
rushing to the minister and said : "Here take this ! I'm going 
to prove this thing you have been preaching about!*' There- 
with he handed out a generous sum of money and departed. 
Not long afterward the minister received a letter from the 
same man, who wrote: "I have been more prosperous since 
making this test than I have ever been," and with the letter 
was a check for the minister's work. 

The desire to "prove this thing" is strong, and many con- 
firmed tithers have approached stewardship by this practical 
route. After all, does not Malachi's prophetic message, 
wherein Jehovah says, "and prove me now," begin with 
the words, "I have loved you, saith Jehovah" ? and would not 
love be willing to humor even the doubting mind? 

Stewardship "in Your Wife's Name" 

There is a record of one busy man who did not have much 
time to read literature on tithing or anything else. He was 
not interested in tithing, but his wife believed in it and tried 
to convert her husband to the principle. She just talked about 
it and kept smiling. She kept a little choice literature on 
tithing lying handy where he would pick it lip when he came in 
to dinner. 

By and by the little leaven began to work, and one night he 
came in and laid down eight hundred dollars which, he said, 
was his tithe for his year's business. His wife was well 
informed about missionary work, and suggested that he take 
the support of a missionary in Africa. 

The news leaked out and the pastor went over to the home 
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of this business than and got his first big pledge for the 
Methodist Centenary Movement. 

That was the first step; but now that man is looking up 
every old atlas and geography to find out more about that 
part of Africa where his missionary is stationed, is reading 
news fresh from the field, and is greatly interested in the 
sermons his pastor is preaching on the Centenary and missions. 
"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." It 
is not hard to interest a man in missions who has a thousand 
dollars invested in the subject. 

The wife had gained one victory, but she did not stop; 
she wrote a friendly note 'to the official board the next time 
it met, and sent a package of tithing cards. Many of the best 
men on the board signed up as tithers, and when the pastor 
went around to get pledges on the Centenary one of them 
pledged fifteen hundred dollars with a smile, and another 
pledged one thousand with a smile, and others did likewise — 
and none of them were rich men. 

That woman is now head of the tithing department in the 
church with all the group leaders and stewardship assistants 
under her care, and tithing is becoming a part of the creed of 
the church. 

Ruth of the Cabbage Patch 

When a wife begins young, converting the husband may be 
an easier task, but serpents still enter gardens of bliss. There 
is a story of a conversion and reconversion which centers 
about a woman who is sometimes known as the original 
"Ruth of the Cabbage Patch." It relates how a young couple 
had married, neither husband nor wife waiting to finish their 
college course. Because of this they felt themselves under the 
displeasure of their parents. So they set out with great 
determination to show everybody that theirs was not a foolish 
marriage. 

They had, however, a good start, for they came of hardy 
old stock. Ruth's father was not only prosperous in business, 
but was a highly honored and influential churchman^ wKv\ft. VsKt 
husband's father was an eminent Yaviyw ^xv^ ^o>axv\?3 vaA^i^.- 
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The first thing Ruth did was to persuade her husband to 
have family prayers every morning and to set apart one tenth 
of all their income for the church. They succeeded fairly 
well at first, but soon forgot about the tithe. Then reverses 
came and they lost their hold. They took an inventory, and 
after settling all accounts, they had just eight dollars left. 

No one knew of their financial difficulties, but they told 
God all about it. They promised to pay to the Lord his por- 
tion and trusted that he would bless them once again. They 
immediately tithed the eight dollars. 

The next morning Ruth received from her father a check 
for five hundred dollars. It was beautiful to see Ruth's face 
light up as she said in her inimitable way, "Of course, we both 
just knew God did it." 

Then a very strange leading came to them. They decided 
to put all their land in cabbages. No one else near was grow- 
ing cabbages, and it seemed rather wild. Could there be 
money in cabbages? Nevertheless, the impression grew 'jpon 
them-^"Try it," and they were true to the impression. They 
studied about cabbages, about soil, cultivation, and market, 
and made their venture. They succeeded and Ruth promised 
$50 for the missionary thank-offering. 

Then came the freeze when everything in the South shriveled 
Up. The president of the Woman's Missionary Society said 
good-by to her hopes for that fifty dollars thank-offering, for 
the report came that Ruth's cabbages were lost when they were 
just ready for shipment. 

Ruth and her husband, however, after the first shock to 
their faith, decided not to give up, but to run away from their 
dead cabbages for a while and give God a chance. But before 
they went Ruth and her husband visited the president of the 
Missionary Society and left a check for one hundred dollars. 

They came back from their trip full of faith and hope, and 
during the next season cleared from their cabbages $10,000. 
Of course $1,000 of it went straight into the treasury of the 
Lord. 

After telling this story, the narrator adds: "The paying of 
the tithe is worship. It says *God is here' — but says it with 
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e to it that cuts through mere surface words. It proves 
ith and gives God opportunity to prove his faithfulness." 

Stewardship and Big Business 

H. A. Truesdale, stewardship secretary of the Cincin- 

rea, confesses that twenty years ago, when he was first 

to conduct an Epworth League meeting with the 

t "Christian Stewardship," he suspected his wife of con- 

with the League president to bring about just such a 
"Up to that time she had been the liberal one of the 

and I had played on the defensive," he writes. "When 
fe wanted to give the preacher twenty-five dollars, it 
y business to reduce it to five, if possible." 

Truesdale in the end was converted to tithing not by 
ent but by studying the Bible. He says, "A study of the 
Droved to me that the only way a man can play a square 
ivith God was to acknowledge his ownership and man's 
dship, and bind it with the truth.'* So by the time 
d prepared himself to conduct the Epworth League 
e he was committed to tithing-stewardship. The re- 
2r of the story shall be given in Mr. Truesdale's own 

• 
• 

course, this decision changed my whole life. I was 

forty years of age and had always worked for a small 

But, beginning with that year, increases in salary and 

ss prosperity came in abundance. I can hardly believe 

)ry now, myself, as I think of the real turning about of 

lole life experiences. 

190 1 I organized my first corporation, with five directors, 
have sometimes, said that they are not often consulted 
the business. I don't know how true that is, but I did 

God as my business partner. I have humbly brought 
1 the problems of my business. His counsel, I find, can 
> be obtained. Many of the problems of the business 
)een solved while I have been alone with him. 
; did not begin the business with any philanthropic ends 
id, but we did believe that, as an econottvvc •^x^a^^^vSJsss^ 

our employees should be gWwv \ih^\i^'5X'^c>'5>^^^^^^'^^KCE>5k 
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conditions. We have endeavored to give them the condi\ 
we ourselves would like to find if we exchanged places ' 
them. 

"It has been many years now since the factory establisi 
the dining room where all the employees are given th 
noonday meal. Not a penny has ever exchanged hands in tl 
dining room. Warm, wholesome food, served amid cheerf 
surroundings, has contributed not only to the happiness of tl 
men, but it has made for the economic welfare of the factor) 
It has proved a good investment to consider this service sl\ 
part of the factory's outlay. 

"The result of the policy of treating men as fellows has 
amply demonstrated that from an economic, business stand- 
point — to leave out moral and other conditions — it pays to base 
business relationship on Christian principles, doing to our 
fellow men as we would like to be done by. 

"Many of the men who began with the plant at the beginning 
are still in its employment, having been in continuous service 
all the time since 1901. 

"Wages have increased more than one hundred fifty per cent, 
and never has there been any reduction in wages. 

"Perhaps sitting at the same table year after year has had 
something to do with the feeling of a family friendship, but 
never in the history of the plant has there been the least 
labor trouble, and a few weeks ago the manager included in 
the pay envelope of each employee the thought of his heart 
expressed as follows : 

** *It is a sincere desire of the management that no employee 
shall ever work for this Company at a wage less than to-day.' 

"The stockholders of the corporation have received their 
dividends quarterly, without an exception, since the second 
year of its organization. 

"For several years now the employees have been sharing in 
the profits of the corporation to the extent of eight per cent 
of the previous year's earnings. This is included in the first 
pay in the new year. 

"The history of the Conneaut Can Company reads like a 
fairy story, but to the president it is a revelation of the great 
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God who owns and controls the world, and reveals himself 
and his interest in his partner at every step of the journey. 

"Giving the tithe does not imply that each man who gives 
it will reach an increased material prosperity. The great 
fundamental is the recognition of God*s ownership and man's 
stewardship. Such recognition brings its own abundant 
reward." 



CHAPTER II 
HOW TO LIVE ON YOUR RELIGION 

A FEW years ago a popular English writer wrote a book 
entitled How to Live on 24 Hours a Day, the point being, 
of course, that whether one likes it or not there i* nothing 
else to live on. 

It is the same with religion. Whether one likes it or not, 
every man lives and has to live on his religion. If his religion 
be of the death-and-destruction variety, breeding fears, anger, 
dislike, and suspicion, then he must live on those fruits him- 
self ; or if his religion be of the sharp-tooth acquisitive variety, 
breeding violence, lying, dishonesty, and crime, then he must 
live on these. He may not choose to call these principles 
"religion," but if they dominate his thoughts and his activities 
they amount to the same thing. 

The question which confronts the Christian is, therefore, 
how to live on his religion ; how to make it work in practical 
affairs ; how to keep it and himself alive while at the same 
time he lets the other fellows live; nay, in so far as in him 
lies, he helps the other fellows to live. 

Stewardship is the answer to this question. Stewardship 
includes all the tests of faith as well as the joys of the man 
who is solvent and doesn*t care who knows it. Stewardship 
is a continuous process of learning how to live on one's 
religion. Sometimes the lesson is in health, sometimes in 
life service, sometimes in money, but always it expresses the 
religion in practical life. 

For the beginner, at least, the most striking example of this 
power in stewardship to feed and support the Christian's life 
lies in financial proofs. Testimonials of this sort of blessing 
are without number. Many and many are the instances in 
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which the Christian steward has been tempted, in poverty, 
sickness, or other straits, to withhold the tithe ; and in resisting 
the temptation, the steward has come out on the farther side 
with greater joy. 

How One Physician Became a Tither 

"People find it easier to trust God for eternal salvation 
than for worldly matters. They ask God to save them from 
sin, and they believe that he does it; but they're afraid to trust 
him in financial affairs. God dares them to prove him with 
the tithe ; but it seems a greater strain on their faith than it is 
on his resources. 

"Becoming a Christian at fourteen, I learned from his Word, 
*My God shall supply all your needs according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus, our Lord.' Shortly after reading 
that I began to tithe, feeling that it was useless to pray and 
testify unless I gave of my substance as the Lord prospered 
me. 

**At nineteen I entered Albion College with, seventy dollars, 
feeling I had nothing to fear because I belonged to God. He 
would withhold no good thing from me if I would but walk 
uprightly and keep his commandments. My experience proved 
him true. 

"During one term at Albion I boarded myself, and it may 
be a revelation to some when I say that during the entire 
term my board averaged only sixty-five cents per week, and I 
was not ill during that time nor in any way the worse for my 
plain but satisfactory diet. 

"After two years at Albion, I entered Detroit College of 
Medicine, staying four years, God being my strong support. 
The way he cared for me reminded me of his care for the 
prophets of old. 

"Once after my money had run out, a kind friend began 
sending me about eight dollars every two weeks. I want to 
tell of an experience of this period. 

"When about to leave my room one morning I put my hand 
in my pocket. I was suddenly reminded, by ie^\.vcv^^^N^^^^?i-*«^*^ 
cents there, that it was all the monev 1 Vv^^. \ V*^^ x^^w*^^ 
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a remittance only a day or so before, and no more would come 
for about two weeks. My room rent was due, and only two 
or three meals remained on my ticket. I was in a tigfht place. 

"Thinking the matter over, I said to myself, *Well, there is 
no use in worrying. I belong to God. I am doing: what I 
believe he wants me to do. It is his business to provide for 
me.' 

"So, claiming his promises to supply the needs of his 
children, I threw the quarter on the bed, and kneeling: down 
said. There, Lord, that is all I have.' I reminded him of his 
promises, told him of my immediate need and said, 'Lord, if 
you ever helped a fellow out, now is the time to do it/ Then 
I went down to the college assured that the Lord would care 
for his own. 

"When I returned in the afternoon I found two letters 
awaiting me. I opened one and it contained three dollars, 
the only money my brother sent me during my six years of 
college life. I opened the other letter, and it contained a 
five-dollar bill from an old lady living in Massachusetts. She 
had heard me deliver a missionary address some years ago 
and became interested in me. These sums, eight dollars, were 
just what I needed. God had anticipated my need and had the 
money on the way to me before I knew I needed it. 'Before 
they call I will answer, and while they are yet speaking I will 
hear.' 

"I came to believe that God was interested in even the little 
things of life. For example, one day when down at the college 
I discovered that I had lost my watch. I tried to think where 
I might have lost it, and finally decided it might have dropped 
from my pocket when I mounted my bicycle in front of the 
house in the morning. If this were true, it seemed I would 
never find it, as that was a stopping place for the street cars, 
and people were almost constantly waiting fhere for the 
cars. However, I left it with the Lord and went home to see 
if I could find it. As I dismounted in front of the house, 
there lay my watch face upward in plain sight on the curb, 
where anyone of the score of people who had passed and 
waited for the cars during the day might have picked it up. 
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I think God must have known that a poor student like me 
could ill afford to lose that watch. 

"Tithing has been a fixed habit with me during the past 
twenty years, and every year my income has increased and 
the way to heaven grown brighter." 



"Seek Ye Second" 

Not all ministers of the gospel .are by any means willing to 
commit themselves to a full and complete stewardship. The 
following account of one minister's acceptance and proof of 
the idea in its full significance is reprinted by courtesy of The 
Christian Advocate: 

"During the first few years of my ministry I did not set 
apart any definite proportion of my income for the Lord's 
work. I gave *what I could/ as did the majority of my 
members. That is, I gave what I thought I could spare, after 
I had first planned and provided for my own family needs. 
Without realizing it I put God's claim second, and my own 
first, family and personal needs always constituting a prior 
claim. I was not consciously disobedient to the heavenly 
vision ; I simply didn't at that time have the vision. 

"But it came later. A brother-in-law repeatedly set forth 
to me the fact that God's claim was first; that the tithe was 
his, and that much, at least, should be set aside before anything 
was used for family or self. This Argument came at a time 
when it was exceedingly hard to see how I could pay even a 
tithe to the Lord's work, let alone larger sums. My total 
estimated salary was only $700, and a third of that was 
apparently lost that year for the reason that my own ill health 
had compelled me to relinquish one of my two preaching 
points. It seemed impossible to pay all of my bills from the 
income in sight, let alone taking a whole tenth for the Lord's- 
cause. But after much prayer and family discussion, I ven- 
tured out on naked faith, and promised the Lord that the first 
tenth should be his from that time forth, whatever happened. 
We took i little barrel, which I labeled The Lord's Treasury/ 
and into that religiously placed at least a tenth of e.^^T^ ^^cMax 
paid on salary. 
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"Several results followed : In the first place, it was astonish- 
ing how much money the Lord always had in his treasury, and 
how much more we had to give away than before. The barrel 
was never quite empty, although the demands upon it were 
frequent and imperative. Like the widow's cruse of oil it 
wasted not, as constant replenishment kept the bottom from 
being reached. , 

**In the second place, I seemed to have a new intimacy with 
God. I was somehow in partnership with him. That being 
true, my finances were of as much moment to God as to 
myself. And it was as much to his interest to help me to a 
good income, and to the proper spending and saving of that 
income, as it was to me. As the payments from the barrel 
went out in one direction and another, my heart interests 
widened, and somehow I could take daily journeys over the 
world with God to see how our joint investments were pro- 
gressing. The annual missionary reports were to me like the 
bulletins from an investment company giving the size of the 
dividends declared. 

"In the third place, money began to come in from hitherto 
unknown sources. I found it to be true that he who obeyed 
God, and paid to his cause at least a tithe, had it somehow 
given back to him, good measure, and pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, and in kind, as well as in spiritual 
enlargement. I came out better that year than ever before; 
and in spite of sickness and the loss of a third of my charge, 
all bills were paid, and better prospects loomed ahead. I had 
tried God, and God had not only been as good as his word, 
but had blessed me exceeding abundantly above what I had 
dared to ask or think. 

"Once, when an unusually large amount of money came to 
me at one time, the temptation came to set aside less than a 
tithe, as the tithe seemed so large an amount to pay into the 
Lord's treasury at one time. Suddenly I saw how con- 
temptible such an attitude really was, as God had honored me 
by giving me more than usual, and the least that I could do in 
return was to pay back a proportionate amount. My obliga- 
tions were really larger, rather than smaller, and I put the 
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temptation from me, and deposited the tenth to the credit of 
the Lord." 

Making It Even 

Everybody has heard how George Muller, the famous phil- 
anthropist of Bristol, England, used to pray over his smallest 
needs — even the losing of a latch-key! 

Here is a Pennsylvania pastor who believes that the tithing 
steward comes under the special protection and care of God: 

"Last Friday morning I decided to become a tither. There- 
fore I wrote up .a covenant between God and myself, and then 
I got down on my knees and prayed, asking God to help me 
to keep that sacred covenant, I, this Friday morning, January 
10, 191 9, have entered with you. Then I arose from my knees 
and tithed the $2 I had in my pocketbook, and before night I 
received $3 from an unlooked-for source. You see, as soon 
as I began to tithe, God began to pour out his blessing upon 
me. 

"Then last Sunday, January 12, 1919, I received, on my 
support, $19.90. Therefore, on last Monday morning, January 
13, 1919, when I took out of it my tithe, I said, *It only lacks 
ten cents of $20, therefore I will tithe $2.' Then I hitched 
up my horse and went to Conneautville, about six miles 
distant, and there, as I was walking up the street, I saw in the 
snow and ice something that looked like silver. So I reached 
down and pulled it out of the snow and ice. To my surprise, 
it was a dime — ^just enough to make my $20 even. 

"You see, God did not want me to be a cent short, so he 
gave me the ten cents in that way. Praise his blessed name I" 

Another pastor adds his testimony : **It is over eleven years 
since I first followed the Bible plan of giving, and have found 
that it pays from every standpoint. My experience has been 
that one cannot . carry this out regularly and systematically 
without getting close to God and realizing he is blessed 
spiritually all along the way. Furthermore, I do not believe 
anyone is poorer financially in the long run as a result of 
tithing. In my own case I saved as rcv\\c>^ ^^ ^t%\. ^^-^kx •CieciX 
this method was tried as I did the tVvtee ^e^^s \»TesL^^vw5|»^ "^^^^ 
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the way the Lord has prospered me in material things all the 
years since has been beyond what I could even expect or think. 
"My advice to anyone would be, pay to God what is his 
due, put yourself into his hands, and you need not fear results. 
You will find that God pays large dividends, that it will be a 
great step forward in your Christian experience.'' 

One of the Million 

The following account of a woman who signed a Methodist 
Million card speaks eloquently for itself: 

"When I first heard of the Centenary program, the bigness 
of it staggered me. I felt aghast, as if the church had taken 
the world on its shoulders, just as it has. But it seemed then a 
far-off, impossible, dreamed-of but not to be lived-up-to thing. 

"Now, being the widow of a Methodist clergyman, with 
a bit of a pension, I realize that a tenth of that will not swell 
the income of the church greatly. It does not take many 
figures to write the 'widow's mite.' But, in this age of the new 
miracles of reconstruction I long, more than ever before, for 
means to do what I want to do. Actually, I, a life-long 
Methodist and parsonage-dweller, superintendent, through 
busy years, of Primary Departments in Sunday school and of 
Junior Leagues, and the mother of a family now grown up, 
am in a fair way to break the tenth commandment. For I 
am covetous. But do you think it's a sin ? I want the money 
to help the church help the world. Doesn't the Almighty 
himself covet good for his people? And didn't somebody who 
was an ancestor of the Centenary idea say, 'Covet earnestly 
the best gifts'? 

"If those 'best gifts' are money to help the church, I can 
covet with a free conscience. 

"Well, the tithing Sunday came. When .those neat little 
cards were handed out I felt that I had to sign one. My 
younger daughter, home for the holidays, sitting beside me, 
looked on as I wrote my name. I could read her mind. She 
was thinking: 'Mamma can't afford to do this. But, if it will 
make her any happier, I will pay it for her.' 
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"So, smiling mysteriously, she showed my near-sighted eyes 
where the dotted lines were. Dear child, she has not had to 
finance my tithing, It was mine to do. I said, There will 
be a way.' 

"Soon after, I received, from an entirely unexpected source, 
a Christmas gift, worth four dollars. Then into my little 
missionary barrel, found in my husband's old bookcase, went 
forty cents, a nest-egg. 

"Now, I am not used to receiving money anonymously. But, 
in a few days, along came an unsigned missive, inclosing five 
dollars, with the terse sentence: *Call this a belated wedding 
fee, twenty years back.' 

"So I kept it (what else could I do?), thinking of a bushel 
of beans once promised, back in New England, by a happy 
bridegroom, but never tasted, nor even seen. Into the barrel 
rattled fifty cents. 

"Then, in a letter from my brother, who said that he did 
not have to buy any coal this winter, came a ten-dollar bill 
which he wanted to have help fill my bin. Into the barrel • 
went another dollar ! 

"Next was a note with a five dollar bill and the command, 
*Get yourself a treat.' I did. Never mind what It pleased 
the giver. And fifty cents tumbled into the barrel. 

* 'About that time, when my daughters were submitting 
articles in a short-story contest, I became interested in the 
subject, What Next— After the War?' I couldn't help think- 
ing about it. Then they said: 'You write one.' I smiled as 
I answered: T, at seventy-eight, writing a story!' 

"However, the idea had hold of me. So, without any 
thought of its being published, I began to write about the 
food-hunger, heart-hunger, life-hunger of the after-the-war 
world, and how to satisfy it. First I wrote fifteen hundred 
words, which I cut to a thousand. Then I slashed it further, 
getting it down to five hundred words, the length set. Off it 
went, with a laughing remark: Tf it takes even third prize, 
it'll belong to the Centenary.' Then, having no hope, I forgot 
about it. 

"But, ont day, and that when \ ^^.?. \iVx^, ''^^ ^^'^Nxsas^ 
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brought a nice little thin letter from the editor of the 
American Magazine, inclosing a compliment and a twenty- 
dollar check for the first prize ! 

"I've done some thinking about it. I know that either of 
the articles sent by my daughters was of far more value than 
mine. Did some good spirit touch that supposedly stem 
editor's heart? I have a comfortable feeling that Providence 
attended to that matter, maybe causing me to come near 
enough the editorial point of view to win favor. Anyway, 
that check did not go into the barrel, as tithing, but fell out- 
right, a tiny special gift, into the capacious Centenary lap. 
Now my daughters, saying that I have 'selfishly hoodooed 
the market,' but smiling, nevertheless, imply that Providence 
has leaned pretty heavily to my side. 

"Until the last surprise came I supposed that the unaccount- 
able was over. That was a check of fifteen dollars from the 
Christian Herald, in payment for a Garden Story, written 
jointly by me and one of my daughters, four years ago, and 
forgotten by me. 

"This is my experience since I signed a tithing card, on faith. 
Altogether, these unusual gifts, with the unexpected rent of a 
room have more than totaled the amount of my tithing. My 
pension too has been increased by fifty dollars. 

"I don't expect a succession of mysteries next year, but I 
believe that I shall be able to pay my tenth as a self-respecting 
and happy member, even if only a small one, of the Methodist 
Million." 

A Little Advertithing 

"It was a fine Sunday in March, 1919, and the pastor was 
preaching on the text, 'Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him* (i Cor. 16. 2). 

"There was a big man in the congregation who comes to 
church about three times a year if it doesn't rain. He looked 
straight at the preacher, and the word of God got into his 
head and into his heart. When the preacher sent the ushers 
and Minute Men down the aisles with tithing cards, the big 
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man not only signed one, but the same day he dropped a check 
on the plate for current expenses for the sum of $75. 

"The Centenary campaign came on and Dr. R. from another 
church came to help the pastor. They went first to a woman 
whose* four sons had been in the army ; some of them had 
been up at the front and stood where the machine guns were 
cross-firing, but God had brought them off without a scratch ; 
she looked at their splendid photographs on top of the piano, 
and tears of gratitude came into her eyes, and then she put 
down her name for $500. 

"The next was a man who was offended at the official board, 
and the pastor thought there was no use of canvassing him; 
but they talked to him of the great work that God is doing 
in the earth, and he signed up for $500. 

"Then they went to see the big man who signed the tithing 
card, and he came out of the works with his coat covered with 
dust. At first h€ frowned at being disturbed while at his 
business ; then he smiled and put his name down for $1,000, and 
he said he would make it more. He is not a rich man, just 
working on salary, but he believes in tithing, and it was not 
hard to get his Centenary pledge." 



CHAPTER III . • 

VENTURES IN FAITH 

"GrOD must be acknowledged first, for God alone is the Pre- 
server, ^'^/-preservation is a conceit of human pride." 

The term "self-made man" is well embedded in the 
American vocabulary and in the American mind ; also the idea 
embodied in, "He put himself through college*' and similar 
assertions. 

But stewardship throws a different light upon the source of 
achievements. If a young man put himself through college, 
it is because God has first put himself and his wealth some- 
where within the young man's reach. The quotation at the 
head of this chapter, from Dr. Calkins's book, A Man and His 
Money, puts the truth in a sentence. 

The whole life of the Christian, if it advances at all, is a 
series of adventures in faith. Men who have accumulated 
fortunes, made scientific discoveries, achieved personal success, 
or led reforms, are usually first to acknowledge their 
dependence upon the Great Source of wealth, knowledge, and 
power. "I was led by Providence," they say, and that is the 
literal truth. 

Money and Manhood 

The following account of student days is from the life 
history of a preacher who has become one of the leaders in 
the church. 

"Getting through college — when one works his way — is not 
all a matter of books and classrooms and cheers. Shades of 
snow shovels, ash-cans and hard knocks! These are the 
means by which many have pulled through — fortunately for 
them. 

"Thirty-two dollars capital was the amount with which the 
venture was begun. After the first expenses were met, 
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twenty-two cents were left — ^two dimes and two pennies! 
Then the test came. 

"A friend had urged the adoption of the vital principle of 
setting aside a tenth as an acknowledgment of God's ownership 
of all that life holds. But here was a practical question : How 
could a single cent be spared from any money earned, when 
it was certain that at best there would not be enough for 
daily needs? But if God were brought into the partnership 
would not the financial returns be greater, and the blessings 
richer ? 

"So it seemed to the student who on his knees in his room 
with the two dimes and the two pennies spread out before him, 
went into a new and deeper covenant relationship with God 
in his promise to set aside the tenth and beyond through all 
the years. 

"Rarely has life held so rich an hour! It was only one 
degree more wonderful the next morning when there came two 
letters — one containing an appointment to a position at a 
modest salary, but big enough to lift the load. This although 
a day or two before there had been a letter containing little 
hope of assistance. 

"The other letter contained a ten-dollar bill. There was no 
signature, and to this day the giver is unknown, but the joy 
abides. Who could doubt that God was answering the man 
who had been led into one of the greatest of spiritual experi- 
ences ! 

"The whole question of who owns the man and his money is 
no longer open to debate. Enrichment of life came an,d more 
money than he ever dreamed of, not for self, but released for 
Kingdom expansion." 

Onions and Faith 

A young man still at college, holding a student charge, 
decided to take a stand against certain financial methods used 
in his church. The people resented this implied criticism and 
showed their resentment in their offerings. The you^g man 
writes: "I remember one Sunday's offering, out of wKlcK 
should come the living for two oi us lot ^^^^^.xAiv^ ^^x&s» 
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carfare, was only fifty-five cents. Another Sunday it was 
$i.ib. How large that tithe, eleven cents, looked .to me! I 
took it out, feeling we had no right to use it, as it was the 
Lord's. I never saw such a large eleven cents before or since. 
But we took it out. 

"Well, under such conditions, it is not surprising that the. 
opening day of the second term found us so heavily in debt 
to the grocer that we agreed not to go in any further until 
we could pay him something. We had not a cent in the house, 
and nothing to eat except some onions and some milk. I de- 
test onions and so I went up to school that morning without 
breakfast. My wife had a breakfast of onions and milk, but 
there was nothing for the rest of the day. I had no carfare, 
so had to walk over six miles against a driving rain to get to 
school. 

"As I returned that evening I went, as usual, to the little 
four-corners postoffice to get the mail. There was a letter. 
It was a short note telling me that Bishop Quayle had. asked 
the writer to forward to me this check with his regards. 

"Bishop Quayle could not have known that I was in need, 
but there was the' check, for $20. Suffice it to say, there was 
something to eat for dinner that day, and a letter to Bishop 
Quayle that explained to him in some small degree how much 
that twenty meant to me." 

The Minute Man Speaks 

One of the Centenary Minute Men from Delaware adds his 
testimony to the supporting power of faith in God*s promises. 
The account is given as he himself gave it in an experience 
meeting. 

"My friends, I am here to-day, not to preach to you, nor to 
address you, but I beg the privilege of telling you what the 
Lord has done for me. 

"Ten years ago, while I was walking near Fourth and 
Washington Streets, I was arrested — not by an officer of the 
law, but by a voice out of the sky. I heard that voice as 
distinctly as though it had been audible and addressed to me 
through the sense of hearing. That voice told me that God 
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wanted me to consecrate a definite part of my substance to 
him. I knew what that meant ; it meant that I was to become 
a tither. 

"I went home to consult my wife. I told her what had 
happened. At once she said, *I have been praying for this; 
we will tithe together.' From that day, ten years ago, to this, 
I have religiously taken one tenth of my salary and devoted 
it to the Lord before I paid any other obligation. 

"I have prospered. From time to time, without any expecta- 
tion on my part, my salary has been increased, and my present 
firm believes that this, of which I speak to you, has resulted 
in financial benefit to them. All I ask of you is, T|fy it, and 
see for yourselves, if God's promise will not be kept. You 
will never regret it, for tithers seldom backslide." 

Unexpected Help 

Many men are quick to acknowledge that they prove God 
in business, not once but continuously and consistently 
throughout long and successful careers. Here is a specific 
instance : 

"I had given a note for one hundred dollars. It was due at 
the bank that day. It was the year 1907, when panic reigned 
in the financial world. I couldn't get the money collected, nor 
could I borrow from any source. If the note was not paid 
that afternoon by two-fifteen, it would be protested, and I 
would have the fees to pay besides getting a bad standing with 
the firm to which I had given the note. Even the banks were 
not loanmg money. Employees were being paid with checks^ 
which could be transferred, but not cashed. 

"I went into the bank at two-ten with fifteen dollars plus 
the interest on the note. It was too late to pay that little down 
and give a new note for the balance, for the firm holding the. 
note was in New York, and this bank was in the West. I 
went to the note teller to explain to him why I could not 
meet the note and to instruct him that I saw no other way out 
of it than to let it be protested. 

"The teller was an acquaintance of mine, a Y^^^^'Sk "coa:^ ^^^ 
about twenty-three, getting a smaW saXat-j \Cvnv5»f\^. ^^Afc ^"^^ 
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pressed his sympathy with my trouble, and said he would be 
glad to help me borrow from the bank on a thirty days' note, 
but that the bank would not loan money even to its own 
employees on the best security. They were holding on to 
every dollar. Then he said that he had a small balance in 
the savings department that they couldn't keep him from 
getting and would be glad to loan me that amount until I 
could turn around. 

"On the brink of failure the Lord had sent this friend, and I 
met the note with the money he drew out of his savings 
account. 

**This'has a very simple human explanation, of course. The 
young man was my acquaintance, and was in the bank. I 
thoroughly recognize the natural means which God employed. 
The point of it is that he answered my prayer by meeting my 
need when I had exhausted every known source of humau 
aid. This young teller was about the last person I would have 
thought of asking for a loan, or of suspecting that he had the 
money. But my Partner knew L" 

The education of youth must be dear to the heart of God, 
who helps young people in such practical ways! If a census 
could be taken of all the American preachers, lawyers, physi- 
cians, and successful business men who have gone through 
school or college with little or no help from their parents, the 
list would make a remarkable "Who's Who" — an object 
lesson for the world. American girls as well as boys have 
learned that the way to education lies open to them, if they 
will but venture forth. 

The Woman Who Adventured 

The following recprd of a woman, still living, comes from 
one who knows her well. The friend says that she has tested 
the Scripture promises when few would dare, and has been 
the source of a blessing to many others. 

"As a girl, Mrs. Emmons was obliged to work for her edu- 
cation, and she nearly fitted herself for college. Poverty did 
two things : it showed her the worth of an education and the 
value of money. 
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"Early in life she married a young man of sterling worth 
and sturdy independence. He had no money, but was able to 
earn a good livelihood, and a trifle more, first as an employee, 
then as a business man in a small way. The young couple 
went to live with the wife's parents, as the mother was help- 
less, and this daughter was the only one able to take up the 
burden. This venture included, also, the care of a brother, 
who was a permanent invalid. The parents of the husband 
became dependent, and came to make their home with Mrs. 
Emmons and her husband. Thus they had to look out finan- 
cially for themselves, for their own children, for foifr old 
people, and for an invalid brother. 

"That this was no easy task needs little imagination to 
realize. But, for Mrs. Emmons, this was only the beginning. 
After twelve years of happiness with her husband she was left 
a widow, with five little children and four adults dependent • 
upon her. She must be the wage-earnier of the family. What 
could she do ? Her husband had left her with a cottage home 
that was mortgaged, a small life insurance, and a business 
worth, at the most, but a few hundred dollars — altogether not 
over $2,500. Besides this she had her own strong arms and 
indomitable will. 

"But that was not all ; in addition there were the promises of 
God, and upon these she began to rest, as she had never done 
before. The first Sunday after the death of her husband she 
was in her accustomed place in the chufch, her five children 
with her; and that was the invariable custom. Instead of 
feeling that she was too busy to attend divine service, she 
rather felt that her tasks during the week were so many and 
so hard that she could not compass them without the help 
gained in the sanctuary on Sunday. 

"For the first year or so she struggled along as best she 
could, earning a little here and there, and economizing as 
never before. Her father was a veteran of the Civil War, 
land a portion of his small pension became available for the 
family budget, while the eldest boy, a sturdy lad of twelve, 
given a sacred charge by his father upon his d^\\\%\i^^,\i^"SKa^ 
to add his earnings. Her burdens viet^ so \v^'a.N^ "asA V^"^ 
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resources so meager that she gave little to the Lord's work, 
thinking that she was sufficiently serving him by supporting 
her dependents. Others were of the same opinion, and the 
subscription papers passed her by. 

"But Mrs. Emmons did a good deal of thinking. While her 
husband was alive they gave more or less liberally to the 
church and benevolent causes. Often she had suggested to 
her husband^ the matter of tithing their income, but he always 
told her that they gave all they could, and that even God could 
ask no more, and there the matter rested. 

"Bui now, being the chief wage-earner, and the sole arbiter 
of the expense account, Mrs. Emmons began to face the situa- 
tion. She remembered that the old Jews tithed their incomes, 
no matter what their expenses were, and she thought she ought 
to do as well. She knew that everything she had came from 
the Lord; that she owed him for her own perfect health, for 
her five strong and eager children ; that the love of her house- 
hold and a large circle of friends constituted a great obliga- 
tion; that she was hardly discharging her debt to God when 
she ignored the contribution box and every other avenue of 
money-giving to God*s cause. 

*'She thought this over when others were asleep. She 
meditated upon it in the night when she was alone with her 
Maker; she prayed over it and sought divine guidance. She 
read until she finally made the great adventure, stepped out on 
faith, and told God "that she would take him at his word. 
From that time, as fast as any money came into her possession, 
it was tithed. 

"Several things followed. She gained new self-respect; she 
was able to respond to calls as they came; she had something 
to give when the contribution box was passed, and when sub- 
scription papers were circulated. What she gave was often 
very small, but her religious life so broadened and deepened 
that she became a helpful influence in the church and the 
community. 

"Material and spiritual blessings began to flow to her. It 
became possible for older brothers of her late husband to assist 
her in caring for their father and mother. A short time after 
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she had dedicated the tithe to the Lord a leading member of 
her church wrote and asked her if she would be willing to 
try, for a few hours each day, an important clerical position ; 
and a short time after this a revenue of twenty dollars per 
year began to come to her from a hitherto unsuspected source 
of help. Again her adventure of faith was rewarded by the 
God who keeps his promises. 

"Later on she met with an accident, and was housed for 
some months. She was tempted to think that the little sums 
that came in during this time should not be tithed, but faith 
triumphed. Soon a prominent woman gave her money, saying 
that it was a tribute to Mr. Emmons, who had once been 
unusually kind to her and her husband. 

"Mrs. Emmons found that it paid to take God at his word 
in the matter of money. The children grew up ; new sources 
of income arose; her bills were always met. The eldest boy 
was put through high school, and then aided himself through 
college. The other four children were all given a good educa- 
tion. 

"To-day, the oldest son is an ensign in the navy, the second 
a lieutenant in the army, the third a lieutenant and also a* 
student volunteer, with Africa as a goal for his lifework. 
The oldest daughter is the wife of a Methodist pastor. The 
youngest daughter is training as a nurse in a church school. 
All rise up to call her blessed and she is happy in their 
prosperity, made possible because of her venture of faith." 



CHAPTER IV 
TITHING STEWARDSHIP PAYS— TRY IT 

One of the semi-cynical phrases of modern days, "happy 
though married," puts perhaps a wholesome puncture through 
the inflated sentimentalism of those conventionally minded 
people who talk as though wedding bells always ring in wedded 
bliss. 

But there is no cynicism or blindness in the phrase "happy 
though a Christian steward," for the steward's happiness is 
not affected by crops, weather, old age or a poor night's ^leep. 
His happiness rises from an unfailing source — nothing less 
than the living-ness and bounty of God himself. 

One of the stewardship secretaries, on leaving a church to 
which he had been ministering, received a letter from an old 
lady who soon afterward passed on to her reward. The 
simple sincerity and faith of the writer was such that it heart- 
ened the minister in many a time of anxious work. 

"I feel," wrote the old lady, *'that tithing is one of the 
greatest influences for good that was ever started in any 
church. . . . Financially this year has not been a success 
with us. The tomatoes and beans that we hoped so much from 
have only yielded a small part of their harvest on account of 
weather conditions. I may have to lose my farm to pay the 
losses. But. I still have my pension which / am so thankful I 
can tithe. I am happy in spite of all these things." 

Red-Hots from the Campaign 

One of the secretaries, when asked to state how tithing 
stewardship was helping the Methodist Centenary in his Area, 
sent in a report that from the Stewardship Campaign he notes 
three results : 

"First, it is surprising how many tithers we are discovering : 

38 
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men who have tithed for years, and men whose personal 
experience now is invaluable to us. We are finding friends 
everywhere. 

"Second, there seems to/ be no marked opposition to the 
movemeht. No belligerent pastor rises with prophetic warn- 
ing against the 'new fad,' as I heard ten years ago. All the 
district superintendents are tithers and enthusiastic for the 
stewardship gospel. If an occasional preacher is not in 
sympathy, he says nothing and is sorry for himself. 

"Third, we are finding everywhere strong laymen who say: 
'We have been under conviction for years as to the point'; 
or it is given this way: *My wife has been at me for yeirs 
to tithe, so here goes.' There is deep and abundant conviction 
everywhere if we will look for it." 

Not ,only are tithing stewards unanimous in their testimony 
as to the happiness and blessings that follow the practice of 
setting aside the first fruits of their increase. The example 
of tithers is also a light-bringing agency, and often persuades 
others of the virtue which resides in a practical and habitual 
application of one's professed religion. 

Stewardship and the Press 

Late in 1918 a business man, well known as a Christian 
steward, relinquished a lucrative position with a bank in order 
to take up an important work in Methodism. 

The local paper of the town where this man had lived and 
worked for some years commented in its editorial columns 
upon his departure. The editor said: 

"Always inclined to work for Christianity's cause, Mr. 

some years ago, when he started out in life, pledged himself 
as a student volunteer in the work of the Methodist Church. 
His intention was eventually to enter the foreign missionary 
field. * But it became necessary for him to earn money to 
support himself and others, and he was compelled to relinquish 
these plans. At that time he made a resolution always to give 
one tenth of his earnings up to $1,200 to the church. Beyond 
$1,200 he determined to give a larger percentage, until the 
sliding scale reached approximately ont \v^\l Vv\% vc\^wx\fc\i^'^'^'^^ 
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$5/joo. Everything beyond $10,000 was to gp to religious 

"And the man always made good on that resolution. His 
inc(jmc finally reached well into the thousands, and he prob- 
ably was the heaviest giver to the church of all the men m 
this city. 

**Mr. is not an idealist to a greater degree than is 

expedient ; nor is he a dreamer. He is a practical, hard-work- 
ing business man of keen judgment, a success in the majority 
of the ventures in which he has identified himself with business 
associates. Above all he is conscientious and sincere. He 
always has followed the idea that no man had the right to 
consider his income wholly his own. He paid his tithe many 
times over, and has been one of the happiest men in the 
community." 

In the face of such testimony from the so-called "secular" 
press, can anyone doubt that the Christian steward carries his 
light with him? And the happiness is ncr fair-weather busi- 
ness, but a steady seven-day-to-the-week insurance against 
the blues. Moreover, it is surprising how many old debtors 
come to life to afford help for the steward. 

Resurrection of Dead Debtors 

A young couple of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, living on 
$12 a week, were led by a faithful pastor to see the Christian 
privilege o'f stewardship. They began to tithe their meager 
income. 

The church was a struggling one, with the familiar debt at, 
the end of the year. There was a shortage of $25 at the close 
of one year and apparently no further resource to draw from. 
This young man, rather than have his pastor go to Conference 
to report a shortage, made up the arrears, risking his business. 

The following day the bookkeeper came out to him with a 
check for $50, covering an old account of several years' 
standing. The man had come to the office and laid down the 
check without comment and walked out. A few years later 
when the wife of this good steward was treasurer of the 
church, there was another shortage at the close of the year. 
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He gave $50, and still the balance could not be found, so he 
added $25 more, in spite of the protests of his wife. 

Two days later he opened his mail and found in the second 
letter a check for $100 in payment of an account that had 
stood for eleven years and was outlawed with no possibility of 
collection. The debtor had gone through bankruptcy and since 
died. In the letter was a note from the son saying he wanted 
to pay off the old debts of his father. 

To-day this steward is a prosperous business man. He has 
given thou^nds to the church this past year — and more 
coming. Why not have faith to believe that God intends his 
children to trust him in temporal as well as in spiritual 
matters? Is not that the meaning of "Seek ye first the 
kingdom" ? 

A Generous Coal Merchant 

A young coal merchant, who later became a very successful 
pastor, years ago decided that he would give God the tenth. 
One Sunday morning the minister, taking a missionary offer- 
ing, asked how many would give $5, and he was one who 
responded. After awhile the giving lagged and he gave 
another $5 and before they got through he had given $5 more. 
This used up the sum of $15 which, before coming to church, 
he had expected to pay on a $30 note due at the bank next 
morning. 

On the way home his wife asked him if he didn't think he 
had been a little over generous, for no one else had given over 
five dollars. "No,'* he said; "you know we decided to tithe 
and so far we have not paid anything on the account, and I 
think it is all right" 

The next morning he started for the bank to renew his note, 
but on the way stopped at the post office. In his mail was a 
check for $76 from a man who had for several years owed 
him for some coal and the account two years before had 
been charged to profit and loss. He went on to the bank, paid 
off his note and asked the cashier to give him the balance, 
$46, in one-dollar bills. He went home and ^^^x^-aA "Ccvs. \i^'5» 
out on the bed upstairs^ covering it a\\ over VvCcv "a. t^'^IS^ ygss^^:^ 
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counterpane and then called his wife up to see it. She wanted 
to know what had happened and where it all came from. He 
told her the story and then togeth^ they got down on their 
knees and confirmed the promise they made to give God his 
tithe of all that he gave to them. 

Indeed, it is difficult to detect a case of melancholy among 
stewards. Here is an account from an eyewitness of the trans- 
formation of a man's character due to the simple method of 

not trying to dodge the collection plate. 

i* 

Something to Sell 

• 

"From earliest childhood I have known a man whom we 
will call 'Joe.' Joe has been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for years, yet, in all this time I have never 
seen any religious light in his face. He was a miser by 
nature. He spent no money except for bare necessities. He . 
put away every cent he could command. During the past 
three years he paid three dollars toward the support of the 
church, all causes included. I never knew him to pay anything 
to missions. 

"The morning following our stewardship conference, Joe 
came to the parsonage bright and early. I noticed a new light 
on his face and concluded in my own mind that he had some- 
thing new to sell. After a while he said to his pastor, ^*I 
thought I had better return my tithing card this morning.' 

"I thought to myself, *Well, it is not signed,' but was sur- 
prised and delighted to find that it was. What was my 
surprise further to find two checks inclosed with the card» 
five dollars for missions and five for church expenses! 

"And the man simply beamed ! His face was radiant with 
joy, and his eyes filled with tears as he told us how he had 
gone home the night before, set against tithing; but he could 
not get away from it. When he awoke it was still with him 
and he thought he would write a check for the pastor simply 
to get the thing off his mind. But before he got through, the 
Lord had hold of him and he signed his card. More than that, 
he was the first on that charge to sign, though many have 
signed since. 
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'The best part of the story is that Joe is a transformed 
man. A new light shines in his face, and a new appreciation 
brings tears to his eyes. He has a partnership with God." 

Getting in on the ground floor with your stock-broker may 
or may not prove to be a good thing, but happiness investments 
seldom go wrong. A minister sends an account, which shows 
that not only the steward draws happiness, but that he also 
wins the other people to his way of thinking. 

Dividends from Unseen Funds 

"He is a little old Irishman whom I have been permitted to 
know and love during the past four years. Like 'Stooping 
Jacob,' one of the characters invented by Story Tell Lib, he has 
a bundle on his back. Three quarters of a century he has 
carried it, but of its presence he seems unaware. His spirit 
is so sunny and his countenance so bright that he might have 
been the grandfather of Sunny Jim. I almost believe he must 
have been the original.' His name is James, and he dispenses 
perpetual sunshine. 

"Recently he met with an accident which necessitated several 
weeks of hospital treatment. Lying on his bed in the hospital 
ward he signed a tithing card. After signing it he said, *I 
have been a tither all my life long. My wife and I began our 
journey together determined to walk in God's ways. We prac- 
ticed tithing from the start. One time when work was slack 
and my pay envelope had only two dollars and fifty cents in it, 
I went home discouraged and threw it on the table and said, 
"Wife, what shall we do ?" She never hesitated a moment, but 
answered, "Jim, there is only one thing to do, and that is to put 
aside God's tenth and trust him to do his part." ' Then after a 
moment's meditation my old friend said, 'Like the psalmist, I 
have been young and now I am old, but I have never seen the 
righteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread.' 

"When he left the hospital after staying seven or eight 
weeks, a young Jewish interne told me that he was the most 
popular patient they ever knew. During the '^e^Vw'*^ <5>S. ^^x'^ 
convalescence, more than two hundred e^Wex^ \to\x\ -a^ N>^-?i^5«-'^ 
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of life paid their respects to this frail old son of the Emerald 
Isle and obedient son of his Father, God. 

"I could not help wondering whether there was any connec- 
tion between his present popularity and the fact of his life- 
long endeavor to please God by walking in his ways and 
faithfully paying the tithe of all that was given him in return 
for his labor. 

**A police sergeant in our city for a considerable period 
made it a practice to meet the old man on his way to church 
and always slipped a dollar bill into his hand, asking him to 
drop that in the collection for him. Three times of late he 
has 'arrested' me on the street and fined himself five dollars, 
which he said I could use for any purpose desired. Twice he 
has called at the parsonage and left his card with a five-dollar 
bill wrapped around it. When a boy he attended our Sunday 
school. His teacher was the wife of my old friend *Jim.' 
Quite evidently she preached or taught what she practiced, 
and what an efficient teacher she must have been! I never 
saw her, but I am seeing the influence of her consecrated 
example, and its beauty is like the afterglow of the sunset on 
a beautiful summer evening. God's dividends are unfailing. 
They are liberal, they are paid every time, on time, and interest 
will be compounded throughout eternity." 

On the Prairie 

Prairies are expansive and their bigness is contagious. The 
six-footer and the six-shooter are as typical of the plains as 
five- footers and peanut carts are typical of certain city streets. 

A Texas ranger really shakes hands and makes the new- 
comer feel that he is glad to have the chance. And when this 
hard-muscled, straight-shooting and clear-thinking husky is an 
official in the local church, somehow or other respect for 
religion goes toward par. 

A minister in the West writes : "It was a real delight to see 
the big ranchers of Texas sign the intercessors' and tithing 
stewards' cards. I stayed all night with one of them who had 
signed, and at the family worship the next morning, after 
handing us the Bible, he started to sing with all his soul, 'All to 
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Jesus I surrender, all to him I owe/ You could tell it meant 
more to him than ever. Those were great times down there!" 

Forty-Five Years 

The following statement comes from a man who, with 
his wife, adopted the practice of tithing forty-five years ago, 
although they had dependents upon them from the time of 
their marriage. The wife taught school, and l^oth the 
husband's and wife's incomes were tithed. 

"Within a short time I was out of work in hard times, when 
it was almost impossible to find a position, and for several 
weeks I was obliged to take temporary work, at which I could 
earn only three dollars per week. I did not feel released from 
my obligation, and took the thirty cents out of the three 
dollars, and put it aside just the same as we had always done. 

"Later, as I obtained better positions, and looked forward to 
a larger income, I realized that ten per cent was not enough 
for a man when he obtained an income greater than was 
necessary for comfortable living, so I made a pledge to God 
that if my income should exceed three thousand dollars per 
year, I would give him one half of all I received over and 
above three thousand dollars. 

"About three years ago I felt I could not honorably stay in 
the position I had, and I threw up the position at three 
thousand, not knowing what I would do at my age. 

"During these three years the Lord has wonderfully blessed 
me, and I have made a good deal more than I ever expected 
to, and last year I made enough so that I could give away a 
good deal more than I ever had for salary. 

"In a recent prayer meeting, where the subject of tithing was 
under discussion, my wife testified that we had had great 
pleasure in always having something ready to meet the cause 
of the Lord's work and that was one of the great reasons for 
people adopting it." 

Temporal and Spiritual 

"You asked me to give my experience in stewardship.* Itv 
years passed I used to give to the l^ot^ ^% >Ca^ ^\. \aO«. \ss&. 
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Sometimes my gift would be small and sometimes, as I 
thought, large, but I never gave with the feeling that comes 
with tithing. If I gave five or ten cents a week, it seemed as 
if I was giving to the Lord, but after I began to tithe, it looked 
mighty small and not giving, but just handing back to the 
Lord a small portion of his own. 

"Then, in the first place tithing was a grudge and a hard 
thing to .do, but when the light came and I walked in it the 
giving looked like a farce and now it is a pleasure to render 
unto the Lord his due. I do not give anything until I have 
returned the tenth of my income and I find that I can get 
along and live just as well on the nine tenths as I did on the 
whole of it. There is the blessing which is promised when we 
bring all of our tithes in, and he does pour out a blessing that 
is full and running over; both spiritual and temporal.** 

Tenfold Interest 

"The question has been asked what has tithing done for us 
both in spiritual and financial ways. 

"A few years ago my wife and I were ordinary church 
members; we attended services, gave toward the current 
expenses as much as we thought people in our circumstances 
should give, which was about fifteen dollars a year. When it 
came to missionary offerings they didn't seem to bother us, 
we gave, but not generously ; in fact we were not interested in 
missions. We had never heard much about the tithe. One 
Sunday when our pastor in the Scripture lesson read the words 
'Will a man rob God ?' and then gave a sermon on Tithing,' it 
started some deep thinking on our part. We came to the 
conclusion that that is just what we had been doing. 

"From that afternoon we decided, come what would, we 
would give to God what belonged to him, and for three years 
have been faithful stewards. 

**How our lives have been changed! Everything in the 
church is of interest to us, the mission fields do not seem so 
far away, we are anxious to hear everything we can about 
work to be done at home and abroad and do all we can to help 
to extend the kingdom of God. Our subscriptions have in- 
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creased until now, instead of fifteen dollars per year for 
everything we are giving one hundred and fifty dollars per 
year. I can say in all truthfulness I do not think we were 
really converted until we gave to God his tenth. 

"Financially it has worked wonders. We seem to under- 
stand how to manage our income ; before we use one penny for 
ourselves we put aside the tenth, just as though it were a debt 
to be paid; and it is surprising how much better we use the 
nine tenths than we ever did when we kept it alL 

"God surely gfives us wisdom to manage. We do not have 
to feel miserable if there is an extra call in the church for 
money, for we always have it ready to give. 

"We were never so happy and never so willing to do as God 
would have us do. 

"With us Malachi 3:10 has proved true and we have found 
out it pays to be honest with God." 



It 



-And Prove Me Now' 



"One February evening, when all had left the church except 
the pastor and the sexton, a young man who had been in the 
vestibule addressed the pastor as follows : 

" *I have listened to you as you have presented the matter 
of Christian stewardship and I am frank to say I do not 
believe it But you have set me to thinking and I would like 
your advice. 

" *I have earned during the past year only two hundred and 
sixty dollars ; the factories, as you know, have been for a large 
part of the time closed, and, though I have looked for work, 
I have secured only a little. Out of my earnings I have paid 
into the church sixteen dollars. If the tithe is right then I 
still owe ten dollars. I am in debt at the grocery store, and 
my family are not provided even with the necessities of life. 
I have sometimes pushed away from the table without suffi- 
cient food, because I desired my children to be provided with 
enough to keep them well. My home is heavily mortgaged 
and in a few weeks the interest will be due. Would you advise 
me to take the money I have on hand and pay God in full?' 

"The pastor was deeply stirred. 11 tVvw ^\aj«Sk ^^x^ >as&R.x- 
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changed what would he do! But he replied, *I am not going 
to tell you what to do ; but if, after prayer, you decide to pay 
the balance due to God, and when our heavenly Father fails 
you, I promise you I will never preach another sermon on 
tithing/ 

"A few weeks following, on the last Sunday of the Confer- 
ence year, the pastor met the apportioning committee of the 
church for the purpose of dividing the benevolent funds 
among the various boards. The chairman of the finance com- 
mittee, who was also a member of the above committee, 
entered the room and before taking his seat said that a young 
man had come to him that morning and with moistened eyes 
had offered him ten dollars for the church. On talking with 
him he had gradually found out that the young man was with- 
out work and his family in need. 

"The pastor, upon inquiry, discovered that it was the same 
young man with whom he had talked a few weeks before and, 
relating the circumstances he exclaimed, *He has stepped out 
on God's promises!* 

"Need anyone question that it was God who led the finance 
chairman to say that this was the kind of man who ought to 
be helped to make good? He said at once, *We must give 
him a chance. I have a job of painting I will give him to do.' 
Another member of the Committee said, 'He can paint my 
house.' 

"And so God, working through man, commenced to help. 
The young man who was without work on Saturday night 
entered employment on Monday morning. At the appointed 
day he was able to pay his interest obligation. With improved 
industrial conditions he returned to his former employment 
and was given an increase of twenty-five per cent in wages. 

"What could he do but give thanks to God for opening the 
windows of heaven ? And what could his pastor do but exult 
and say. Tor that he is strong in power, not one is lacking.' " 

No Frowns 

A letter from a high school boy, sixteen years old, tells its 
own story. 
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'Two years ago I started to tithe. I had tiien a very small 
income, jnst an allowance given me by my people; neverthe- 
less I gave my tentii and more. 

"Soon after tiiis I decided to give my life in Christian 
service, and was offered a position in tiie local Y. M. C. A. 
I confess it was not much of a job, notiiing more than an 
office boy, widi mighty small pay. In a short time my salary 
was raised a small amount and then a little more, until now 
I am spending my time outside of school as an assistant iiv 
the Boys' Department of the Y. 

"I have not yet become a millionaire. I never expect to if 
I take up tiie work I wish to, but I can say this much: my 
income has increased ten per cent and my contributions to 
the church have also increased ten per cent 

"If you return the tithe to the Lord, he will surely bless you 
spiritually and financially. You never see a tither with a 
frown when the solicitor comes around or when the collection 
basket is passed." 

Forty-eight Years Learxixg 

A brotiber in Methodism confessed that he had been a 
"follower of Christ" for forty-eight years before he made up 
his mind to become a tither. At first he tithed secretly; but 
when the subject of Christian stewardship came up, he an- 
nounced his principles in public, without any thought of its 
being a benefit to him in business. The brother writes that he 
had always taken his troubles, business and otherwise, to God, 
and still fek that he could trust him. 

"At ihe time when I began tithing I was just recovering 
from a severe sickness. The war was on and my business 
(that of architect) was flat Enough work came to me, how- 
ever, to pay my expenses. 

"As soon as I publicly became a Christian steward, new 
clients began to appear from unexpected sources and as soon 
as die war ceased my business increased so that it has been 
almost inqK>ssible for me to attend to it alL It has been of a 
character that has or win bring me in more money for the 
same amount of time than I have had Y»^\oi^ 
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"Soon after I became a Christian steward a piece of Chris- 
tian work was placed before me. Although it meant quite a 
sacrifice to me, I felt I must not refuse if I were to bring all 
my tithes into the Lord's storehouse. I took it up and did it 
the best I could and the result was, greatly to my surprise, 
the conversion of a number of souls. 

"I am a man over sixty years old. How can I do otherwise 

than conclude that God has been making his promise good 

' and poured out his blessings upon me in a most gracious 

manner ? How can I help having a stronger faith in him and 

in his promises which will never fail?" 

Partridges and Pork 

"It happened several years ago, before the days of war 
wages. One week, after the tithe had been taken out, and 
the last week's grocery bill paid, there remained less than a 
dollar to buy milk and meat for a week for a family of five. 
A discouraging outlook. 

"At that time our wage-eirner was not paid for overtime, 
nor did he lose when absent. So when there came one of 
those rare opportunities for him to go hunting for a day or 
two he went. He would be with friends, and at home the 
need for meat would be less pressing. 

"Men have gone hunting and taken more with them than 
they brought back to the larder, even as this man had some- 
times done. 

"He hunted with Mr. Harbison, at whose home he also ate 
and slept. When he was about leaving, Mrs. Harbison handed 
him a heavy bundle to carry home. 

'*Arriving at home just after dark, he came in and laid the 
bundle on the table. Curiously it was opened, and there were 
five shouts of delight at the sight of the generous piece of salt 
pork, deliciously streaked with lean and fat. 

" 'Well, papa, did you shoot that, or just — ^get it somewhere?' 
inquired the eldest born. 

"He hastily explained that Mrs. Harbison gave it to him. 

"'But where is the game?' his wife asked, teasingly. 

" *0, here they are,' and he proved he had also been teasing 
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by reaching outside the door and holding up four plump 
partridges. 

"*MeatI Enough for a month! And the money from the 
game is more than enough to buy milk!' joyfully exclaimed 
the wife/' 

"If the candidate for stewardship wears a long face, he 
needs another dip." This is not the testimony of the swivel- 
chair steward, but of a minister who has both preached and 
practiced in the arena called a Methodist "charge." 

The doctrine of cheerfulness follows the tithing steward. 
Nobody has ever been known to die of melancholy because 
he could and did pay his debts. If there is any evidence 
contrary to this proposition, it has not yet come to light. 



CHAPTER FIVE 
THE TIRED BUSINESS MAN GETS RESTED 

Like taxes arid profiteers, the Tired Business Man is always 
with us. The theatrical calling is largely engaged in helping 
him to overcome his evening lethargy, and innumerable clubs 
attempt anxiously to neutralize his weariness. Wives hush 
up the children, and even ministers cultivate adroitness when 
dealing with that great American product, the T. B. M. 

So far no highly successful office-antidote has been found 
outside the golf fields, and these do not appeal to many very 
tired men. "Quitting the busy career" has not been found 
specially successful, and how to "fit the self to the sphere" 
is still a good deal of a problem. 

But there is one tonic to which every business man responds, 
and that is a well-oiled, smooth-running, one hundred per cent 
capable working system. The very thought of such a working 
machinery lulls his nerves to rest. 

In the world's business such capable systems are hard to 
come by; and so it is in God's business that the man has a 
chance to take a glorious rest-cure. But not under a regime 
of haphazard and capricious giving, in which, indeed, there are 
innumerable causes of irritation. For example: 

1. Men are interrupted during business hours by well- 
meaning solicitors. 

2. Men know they ought to give something, but they do not 
know what nor how much. 

3. Men know they ought to give some time, but they do not 
know when nor how often. 

4. They can't decide which good cause to begin with; or, 

5. They can't decide which good cause to end with. 
These and many other annoying phases of the old-time 

philanthropic system still largely in vogue have led many a 
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business man to feel that he wished to have nothing at all to 
do with "God's business." But that is not what he really 
meant. What he wanted to indicate was that he didn't wish 
to give more than he could afford, that he didn't wish to have 
valuable working hours disturbed, or that he didn't wish to 
give on Friday to the same cause to which he had subscribed 
on Thursday. 

Now these are all just and wise preferences, and the system 
which will straighten out all his difficulties is found in steward- 
ship. A steward will keep accounts and know what money 
he has to dispense ; he will know when he has it to give ; and 
he will know when he did it before. He will choose the channel 
into which his benevolences shall flow, and then all anxieties 
are over. He can dismiss the annoyances with scarcely a 
thought 

But, more than this, he will have, in addition to the con- 
sciousness of having set his house in order, an inner well- 
spring of happiness and joy. In thinking about some hospital 
he has helped to equip he will forget that stitch in the side 
he had a week ago. Efficiency plus a hobby is a combination 
that cannot be beaten as a rest-cure. Stewardship sets up the 
efficiency standard, while every tither succumbs to the mission- 
ary hobby. And there you are! 

In The Tither for March, 1919, is the following paragraph : 
"Recently we heard of a man who said that he felt better when 
he gave to his local church. Later we learned that he con- 
tributed five cents per month, though he is able to pay one 
hundred times as much. If five cents makes him feel better, 
we wonder how he would feel if he tithed his income. He 
would get well." 

The Christian may not yet fully realize it, but one way to 
get rid of the tired feeling is by taking the stewardship pre- 
scription both before and after meals, also upon retiring. 
Tithing-stewardship is a tonic which braces up both the weary 
and the sick, and, unlike most doctors' prescriptions, the more 
you take the better you feel. 

One of the stewardship secretaries writes that he. •aA'ix^'y**'^^ 
a large congregration in Ohio, and aitw >l\v^ ?»^tnVl^ <a^^ ^^ *^^ 
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leading business men, who had already subscribed a thousand 
dollars, came forward and signed the tithing pledge and sub- 
scribed another thousand. 

He also states that in another town, after the sermon, the 
pastor arose and declared he had been robbing God, apologized 
to the people, and asked their forgiveness; saying that from 
that hour he purposed to be a tither. 

These are signs that, men who have heretofore been victims 
of sleeping sickness or spiritual biliousness have come to life, 
with no long convalescence either. That one of them was a 
Methodist preacher only proves the point, for John Wesley 
never discovered any absolute protective tariff against an 
occasional preacher of impoverished vitality. On the other 
hand, tlie tonic quality of the stewardship teaching is evident 
when it brings a pastor to the mourner's bench before his own 
congregation; and in addition, the fine honesty of the man 
speaks for itself. 

People who are not professing Christians are often im- 
pressed by the businesslike quality of genuine stewardship, 
and are glad to be enrolled under its banner. After an 
address by a stewardship secretary at a group meeting in 
Maine, the husband of one of the church members, though not 
a professing Christian, came forward and declared that **so 
long as he had work he would give a tenth unto the Lord." 

What a Layman Thinks 

Mr. E. M. McBrier, one of the executive force of the F. W. 
Woolworth Company, a well-known layman in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and Chairman of the New York Area 
Centenary Council, has declared himself in favor of the 
stewardship movement "because it is the most thoroughgoing, 
effective way in which the church has ever attempted to meet 
the world situation. This new way of sizing up the task of the 
church appeals to the business man. 

"I personally believe that the tenth of one's property is an 
irreducible minimum of a man's obligation as a steward in 
acknowledgment of God's ownership of everything that he 
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has. The principle of tithing is right and should be followed 
out by the church. As a man's ability to give increases he 
will take delight in increasing the amount which he gives 
toward carrying on the work of God's church. 

'There has been a wrong conception in the church in refer- 
ence to Christian work. Certain people give their lives to the 
work of Christ and the rest of us let them. We do not 
recognize the fact that it is the job of every man to give in 
proportion to his ability whether of money, time, or work. 

"Never has the whole truth regarding the Christian man's 
relation to property been plainly taught. It is being done now 
in a specific way. The stewardship movement is going to 
bring the minister and the layman closer together than they 
have ever been in the past. 

"I should like to see a church in which the laymen do the 
actual work with the ministers as business managers. Under 
such an arrangement I can see more progress in the church 
in the next twenty years than there has been in the past one 
hundred years." 

When men accustomed to the heavy burden of large business 
affairs so express themselves, it is plain that stewardship 
actually means something more than a paper program. 
' It introduces order into a department of life which has 
come to bt regarded as increasingly important, and because it 
does this it has overcome the hostility which it has sometimes 
encountered. An Area secretary writes: "One of the most 
remarkable things that I have observed in my ministry is the 
change of attitude on the question of the tithe, which has 
come over the church in the last twelve months." 

It is partly at least for this reason that laymen, business 
men and others, are throwing their weight toward the success 
of the movement. In the extraordinary results of the Method- 
ist Centenary, for example, the Minute Men, composed entirely 
of laymen, have had great influence, and it turns out incident- 
ally that the Minute-Men idea has not been confined to 
Methodism. One young business man, a Presbyterian, was 
asked to give a Minute-Man talk one evening recently. His 
subject was "The Tithe.'* 
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"There was an impressive pause as he stood up before my 
people. When he began speaking, he told how'4?is wife had 
asked him what he could say : 

"'How can you speak on that subject?' she said. *We do 
not tithe.' 

*' *No,' I answered, 'but I want to announce right here that 
we are going to tithe.' 



* 9* 



Enlist for Life 

The Methodist Centenary has brought many unknown 
"friends of humanity" to light and given them the opportunity 
of their lives. To many of these "outside" helpers the 
stewardship idea has come as a convincing reason for enlisting 
their support. 

At a banquet in Nebraska at which the plans for the coming 
work were reviewed the first speaker was a business man. He 
began by frankly confessing that he had never made a profes- 
sion, was not a church member, and was just "a sinner." But 
he had heard about the Centenary, for he had a brother who 
is a field man for the Board of Sunday Schools and the 
Centenary; and that brother had imparted to him the spirit 
of the Centenary. 

In his speech he emphasized three points: First, the thing 
is too big to do in our own strength — if you ever pfayed, you 
must pray now; second, let there be a great care exercised 
not to let the enterprise become commercialized; third, let 
no one consider it a one-year or a five-year task — "Enlist for 
life." 

After a ringing speech by the stewardship man, the pledge 
cards were distributed, and the business man, who was "just 
a sinner," said: "Put me down for one hundred a year for 
five years" — twice as much as any member was asked to 
subscribe. 

Identifying Brother X 

Do tithing stewards ever backslide? 

Answer the question yourself by asking another, namely, 
Are Christians still human? Yes, of course they sometimes 
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backslide, just as cutworms sometimes spoil tomato plants. 
No farmer counts on losing tomato plants; but he watches 
them just the same. You have doubtless heard the challenge 
which has been offered to the Christian world in time past, 
that no one can name a genuine tithing steward who has ever 
stepped back from his pledge. 

Now if Brother X, the backslider in stewardship, has never 
heretofore been identified, that is because Brother X himself 
is ashamed to confess and everybody else hesitates to accuse. 
But rest assured that Brother X exists, and that there exist 
also Brothers Y and Z to keep him company; just as in every 
mountain-climbing journey there will be one or two who have 
heart failure before they have fairly started. 

The truth is, however, that backsliders in, stewardship are 
not numerous. The hill is not too steep, the way is not too 
rough for men of every kind, provided they have any sort of 
rugged Christianity within them. Stewardship, like mountain- 
climbing, not only requires but increases backbone, gumption, 
and perseverance when it is nourished by daily draughts upon 
the Great Source of Energy. This is only saying what we 
said at the beginning of this book, that the Christian steward 
becomes in time the spiritual athlete. -^ 

At the close of a sermon on the subject of stewardship one 
pastor was surprised by a very aged woman rising and asking 
to give her personal testimony. 

"I have tithed for fifty-seven years," she said, "and have felt 
that faithfulness in this respect was necessary to my spiritual 
life. After I had given my tenth for twenty years, in 1887 I 
felt that it did not go far enough, so I added another tithe to 
what I was already giving. Now I feel that what I give, 
does not reach far enough — I want to give more." 

Words like these dp not come from the person who is bound 
by law, but from the heart which is drawn by love. 

The whole object of tithing and **giving" of any sort has 
failed of its purpose if the spiritual life of the giver has not 
flowed in broader and deeper channels. 

This chapter concerning the tired business man would not 
be complete if it did not include the accoMtvV ^t^'^^SxvX.^^ \x^\sv 
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The Christian Advocate) of two farmers who would certainly 
have cornered the market had they been in Wall Street. 

Explain the method of Brother Tight and the other brother 
of the potato-corn-buckwheat-pig-cow tithe to any tired busi- 
ness man, and if he isn't rested at the end of the session, let 
him sleep on. Here is the scoundrel's own story. 

Tithing at Free's Corners 

"O, yes, we have a new minister now. Nice sort of man too, 
not like our last one. Of course Parson Biff was a good man, 
but he was always casting out mean things about his flock 
here. For instance, he said he was thinking of putting 
Brother Tight an4 I in a Sunday school class with Anna Nias, 
Ben. Arnold, and Judy Scariot. I don't know any of them 
only Brother Tight, but I am as good as any of them, and he 
did not need to intimate that I am not. 

"We had a little trouble. Most of the class of preachers 
they send here do. But we had a good year. I guess the 
trouble was it was too good a year. Too much prosperity in 
a church is bad, I say, and it was here. The trouble started 
over some benevolent mission money that we used for home 
missions to pay for the wood and presiding elder's salary. He 
raised a most disgraceful row over it I But that benevolent 
mission money and our tithing band raised enough money, so 
we had enough to buy a hundred-dollar Liberty Bond after 
everything was paid for the year, except the bishop and 
Conference Claimants. 

"But the thing that soured him most was the tithing idea 
that he started himself. He had been talking and preaching 
for several Sundays on 'what was due to the Lord' in different 
ways, and all of a sudden he popped in something about 
giving a tenth and hinted at all a person would get out of it. 
Then he passed out cards to sign. Brother Tight or myself 
never paid any attention to it at all till a bit later we began to 
notice that old Becky Paisley, that takes in washing, was 
putting a dollar on the collection plate every Sunday. Then 
^^^ Hi' Jones, that has ten children and \s ^% ^oox ^^^ ^'aO^y^, 
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started to put on a dollar and a half, so Brother Tight and I 
. went down to look the matter up, for as long as we have run 
the finances of this church we never had such a thing happen 
before. 

"We went down to old Becky's first, and I told her right 
out that it was scandalous for a poor old widow with the 
town farm just ahead of her to put so much money on the 
collection plate. The funny thing, as I remember it now, was 
that she never got mad at all. All she said was that the Lord 
was blessing her and she had done so well since she started to 
tithe that she had been able to get the black dress she had set 
her heart on for twenty years. It was a wonder, she said, 
that we had not found out such a wonderful thing for 
ourselves. 

**As there wasn't anything else we could say, we went 
over to Hi. Jones's place. My, how happy he did look ! His 
old face lit up with smiles as he invited us in, and after he 
had offered a prayer he told us how the Lord had blessed him 
and how the boys had bought the f^rm next door, and all 
because he had given the Lord his share of what he had. 
We did not say anything, but as we went out he shouted after 
us that we had ought to try it too. 

"Well, as we got out in the road Brother Tight said to me 
as how we had ought to look into this thing on account of 
the money that was in it. I said, yes, so we went right away 
to the parsonage to find out more about it. Parson Biff gave 
us a good idea of it, so after we had resolved to give it a trial 
we went home." 

Brother Tight's Plan 

"So far. Brother Tight has had more luck than I have. 
He started out with the idea of working the whole farm on 
tithe, and got started right from the beginning on that basis. 
To begin with, he figured out that to do the most and best 
work he needed a wheel plow, so he got a dandy — nothing too 
good for tithe work, as he said — and vjVv\\^ \\. ^o'5X\v\w\^\tN:^- 
seven dollars and fifty cents, he never rcv\rcTcv>yc^^ -^X^x^^^^ 
charged it against his tithe account.- ^e^t ^^ ^'^'^ -^ ^ ^^ 
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cultivator to handle all the tithe land he had turned over, and 
lastly a milking machine to have more time for his tithe work. 
"It certainly worked out fine, for he told me he cleared up 
three thousand five hundred dollars at a tithe cost of only 
two hundred and fifty dollars. As he had said so much about 
tithing and its benefits to a man, he took the other hundred 
tithe money and bought a new buggy to encourage others to 
tithe also. Then he reached right down into his pocket and 
gave two dollars to the church. Yes, Brother Tight is certainly 
very enthusiastic about it and says he will never go back to the 
old way again." 

Whom the Lord Owed Six Dollars 

"Now I adopted a different plan. I figured on the amount 
of land I would plant and gave a tenth of it to th€ tithe. 1 
picked out a low, wet piece and put potatoes in for my tithe 
account, but as the season was dry, I sort of shifted and gave 
the tithe a piece of corn in their place, seeing as how the 
potatoes looked as if they would need a lot of work, they were 
coming so nice. Funny how the corn prospered when I gave 
it to the tithe, but somehow I did not feel right about changing 
from the potatoes, so after much prayer I gave the tithe the 
buckwheat field. 

"Would you believe me that buckwheat was a total failure. 
I figured it out a clear loss of fourteen dollars, so I charged 
it against my tithe money. The next hard luck was with the 
potatoes. I hired a boy to sort them out and save every tenth 
bag out. I had some fine potatoes, I tell you, but when I 
came to take those tithe potatoes to town they were all rotten. 
Clear loss of the boy's labor nine dollars. I charged that up 
also, and the next day, after I had decided to give a pig to the 
tithe, my cow stepped oh the one I almost had a notion of 
giving, making a clear loss of seven dollars more. But the tithe 
cow did better and brought in twenty-four dollars clear of her 
feed, so I figured the loss on the buckwheat, potatoes, and pig 
against the cow, and would you believe it, the Lord owed me 
six dollar^. 

**I didn't lose it altogether, however, as, when I drew the 
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church wood I added it into the cost and paid it out of the 
benevolent mission money. 

"I told the minister afterward about our tithing and he 
never said a word of approval, only kept on getting more 
hostile and mean-spoken, until, after one Sunday when he said 
he knew what a couple of tight-fisted old Pharisees were doing. 
Brother Tight and I thought we had better get up a petition 
for a new man for fear the first thing we knew he might call 
us names. But I think it's a fine thing, Brother, and expect 
to give it another trial next year." 

Now don't you feel rested ? 

Some Notable Tithing Stewards 

Not only people in business, but professional men and work- 
ers of every description (except the penurious brand) have 
added their testimony relative to the beneficent effects of 
tithing stewardship. Many such testimonies have come from 
celebrated people. It is well known that Queen Victoria con- 
scientiously tithed her personal income. Mr. James L. Sayler, 
in a booklet called American Tithers, gives a remarkable list of 
destinguished people to whom the practice of tithing steward- 
ship has been an important element in life. In this volume 
also it is noted that William Gladstone always practiced 
the habit of setting aside the tenth of his income, or more; 
and in a letter to his son written in 1872, recommending care 
in the use of time and money, he urges the setting apart of a 
fund "for charity and religion." In conclusion he writes: **It 
is desirable that the fund thus devoted should not be less than 
one tenth of our means ; and it tends to bring a blessing on the 
rest." 

In the list of well-known Americans who have practiced 
and preached tithing are found the Rockefellers, father and 
son; John Steward Kennedy, banker and philanthropist, of 
New York; Jacob H. Schiff; Chester Ward Kingsley, of 
Boston ; Jay Cooke, financier of the Civil War ; Matthias W. 
Baldwin, the founder of the famous Baldwin Locomotive 
Works ; William Colgate, founder of Colgate Company ; JoKtv 
H. Converse," of Philadelphia; Samuel P. W^aLT\iV5»cycv., ^V^NJ^^- 



62 ADVENTURES IN STEJwARDSHIP 

burgh; John Dodds, of Dayton, Ohio; Thomas Kane, of 
Chicago; William Christie Herron, of Cincinnati; Isaac Rich 
and Alden Speare, of Boston; John S. Huyler, of New York; 
Robert Hamilton, a Canadian lumberman; John P. Hobson, of 
the Kentucky Court of Appeals; Daniel S. Ford, proprietor 
of Youth's Companion ; Joseph Parker, the celebrated London 
preacher; E. H. Hughes, a Methodist bishop; Harry Pratt 
Judson, president of the University of Chicago ; John F. 
Goucher, of Baltimore ; James R. Day, chancellor of Syracuse 
University; and Morris K. Jesup and William E. Dodge, 
both former presidents of the New York Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In this list belong also the records of many bankers, preach- 
ers, and other professional men who have chosen to withhold 
their names from the public eye, or are not at this moment 
known to the editors of this volume. No- one, however, will 
deny that it is a remarkable list. 

Mr. Rockefeller, Sr., is quoted in an interview as saying 
that all his life he had followed the Wesleyan injunction to 
"earn all the money you can, save all you can, and give all you 
can," and Mr. Rockefeller, Jr., in an address given to the 
graduating class at the University of Chicago, said: "Success 
consists not in getting, but in giving." 



CHAPTER VI 
FARMERS, WOMEN, AND THE POOR 

Bringing objections and objectors to light has been one of 
the interesting features of the stewardship campaign. 

Of course whenever stewardship is mentioned in an as- 
sembly there is always some one to cry : "O yes, I know what 
you mean ! Stewardship is giving a tenth, and all that !" The 
chances are slim that the stewardship teacher will recognize 
his own doctrine expressed in that manner; and if he does, 
he will perhaps say wearily, "Well, giving a tenth is at least 
a beginning." 

It is usually the tithe which acts as a lightning rod for 
drawing criticism. Here are some of the historic objections: 

1. The tithe belongs to the old legal order which is now 
abolished. 

2. "I always give more than a tenth anyway." 

3. "When a man's all is on the altar, why should he bother 
about the tenth ?" 

4. Too much trouble to keep books. 

5. "It is all right for me, of course, I could afford it; but it's 
not a doctrine for the poor." 

6. **It's all right for you, of course; you have only eight 
hundred dollars a year, and a tenth doesn't amount to much. 
But my tenth would be too big." 

7. Free-will offerings are the only acceptable ones. 

The honest student of stewardship can and does answer 
these questions satisfactorily to himself at least. For example, 
if a man habitually gives as much or more than a tenth, there 
is no earthly reason why he should not sign up aS a tithing 
steward. Or, in another case, if tithing does nothing more for 
a man than to make him keep books in his business, it would be 
of great benefit; and so on. 

It is noticeable that the objection, "Some people are too qqc^i: 
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to tithe" is seldom made by the poor themselves. After all, 
what man is "poorer" than he who has never a dollar to give 
to any good cause? 

Then again, some people skeptically inquire, how can women, 
children and others who have no fixed income, practice tithing? 
Obviously, part of the answer is that every woman ought to 
have some personal money, no matter how little; and the 
children should learn the use of money by handling their little 
allowance for themselves. 

The tithe is, indeed, a narrow door at the very entrance to 
stewardship, but the way to the castle is through the door, not 
around it ; and the way to larger and better Christian achieve- 
ments is through the tithe. 

It will be noticed that many of the stories of stewardship 
related in this book are about people who have been true to 
their principles when they were poor. In fact, it might be 
said in answer to the fifth objection, that only the poor should 
tithe. Tithing is especially for the poor. Everybody else 
ought to do more, according as they prosper; if stewardship 
means anything, it means just that. At bottom, tithing has 
nothing to do with poverty or riches, but with the relation of 
man — Everyman — to God. In that respect poor Bill Jones is in 
exactly the same state as rich Bill Jones, and the tenth of the 
increase belongs to neither. How can poor Bill, any more than 
rich Bill, take what doesn't belong to him? 

Who Complains? 

A minister who has proved his stewardship teaching many 
times says: 

"But you need not be uneasy about the poor nor so solicitous 
to protect them. They are not complaining of the tithe. I 
have known many a poor person to pay tithes and I have never 
known one of them to complain of hardness or injustice in it. 

"For a number of years after I began preaching on the tithe 
I received hardly any response except from the poor. Later 
on in my ministry wealthy people began to adopt the practice, 
but even then probably the majority of the tithers were among 
poor people or people of moderate means. 
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There* was a venerable woman in my church about eighty 
yrears of age, quite deaf, almost blind, and confined to a rolling 
:hair on account of a broken limb. She was a Christian, but 
v'ery reserved. On one occasion when I was sitting by the side 
3f her chair, talking to her, she asked me with a smile if I 
would excuse her for a moment; she wheeled herself to a 
comer of the room, where she fumbled awhile among books 
and papers, and came back presently with a beaming face and 
held out some money in her hand toward me, saying: 
'I do not have much money, but I want to give the tenth to 
the Lord. Will you please take this and use it for the Lord's 
work in the way you think best?' It was a dollar bill she 
handed me. 

"Some months afterward I learned that she had no income 
whatever, that a friend had been giving her ten dollars every 
year for a number of years. This, she imagined, came from 
property which she had once owned. If I had known the 
circumstances, possibly I might have been tempted to decline 
to take the dollar from her, and yet I know it would almost 
have broken her heart if I had done so. No, it is not the poor 
who complain of tithing." 

One minister says that he knew of but one instance where 
anyone was poorer, even from a temporal standpoint, by pay- 
ing the tithe into the Lord's treasury. He gave the name of 
this man who was a doctor, and he said that he was poorer 
when he died, as he gave all that he received except barely 
enough to live on and to educate his children. 

Rather the difficulty now is exactly what it was when Jesus 
commented upon the camel and the needle's eye. It is the rich 
man who drags on the halter, though it is perhaps not quite 
so hard to get the very rich man to tithe as the moderately 
rich? 

This near-rich man has already "scraped together" (as he 
would say) a fair amount of money, and he yearns for more. 
He knows no other method but "scraping," and it is no wonder 
that he has failed to connect that performance with the Lord's 
business. 

It is the mildly prosperous or near-r\cVv ttvdx^ ^V^ \% ^^^^«- 
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to say he cannot afford to tithe. He will say that fir^ he must 
pay off the mortgage, or he must finish paying for those bonds, 
or he must wait until his children are through school — and so 
on. 

Another kind of man will say that his tithe would amount 
to a good deal — a "leetle too much" to set aside for the mere 
purpose of advancing the kingdom of heaven upon earth. 

Still another man will say that there is danger of a man's 
becoming small and close in settling accounts with the Lord if 
he adopts the tithe. And so there is. If a man is bound to be 
mean, he will be mean until the grace of God gets into his 
heart; but if he tithes, he isn't quite so mean as he would be 
if he salted down ten tenths of all his blessings for half a 
century. 

No excuse is too thin to be of use to the "conscientious 
objector." Moreover, all these objections come from more or 
less honest Christians. Unbelievers or indifferent people 
naturally do not discuss the tithe at all. 

The Narrow Door 

Many people, not avowed Christians, have frequently been 
led into the church through the stewardship door. 

After the tithing plan was outlined in a sermon in one of 
the central New York churches, the call was given for those 
who wished to enroll as tithing stewards. Immediately a man 
who was obviously far past the middle years rose and asked, 
"Can one who isn't a member of the church be a tither?" And 
he was followed by a young man of about twenty who asked 
"Can one who isn't a Christian become a tither B" 

Both of those men signed the tithing stewards' card, and 
since that time both have been taken into the church. In 
this case, as in many others, the titht was but the nanrow 
door through which ran the path to the immeasurably larger 
fields of stewardship and the Christian life. 

How About the Farmer? 

Probably there is no class of big producers for the market 
who have greater difficulties in keeping accounts and in esti- 
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mating their exact income, which is the "increase" of Bible 
language, than farmers. But it can be done. 

The Hebrews, among whom the tithe was held legally bind- 
ing, and from whom we have learned nearly all we know 
about it, were almost wholly an agricultural folk, and it was 
a part of every man's business to learn how to fix the amount 
of the increase and so set aside the tenth. An obvious and 
simple way is to use the basket method, for example, placing 
every tenth basket among the separated portion. Farmers are 
not an obtuse or dull people; and it would be a very stupid 
person who, if he be honestly minded to do so, cannot find a 
way to place a tenth of the increase to the service of the Lord. 

One of the most interesting contributions to the discussion 
of tithing in its relation to the farmer and the "natural" 
products of the soil comes from a Stewardship secretary in 
the Middle West, who has personified the ear of corn and 
given it a voice. 

The Ear of Corn 

"I am an ear of corn of the harvest of 1918. There are 
twelve rows of kernels o.n my cob, and sixty kernels to a row. 
Twelve times sixty is my sermon ; will you hear it ? 

.**On May i, 1918, a farmer planted me with four other 
kernels in the warm earth he had prepared for me, and there 
after many hours I burst the yellow prison and my soul 
began to mount toward the sun and the air. The very first 
day I appeared the farmer saw me and said, 'Thank God, 
the corn is up.^ 

"I thought, *You may well thank God, for he has done most 
of the work.' 

"It is true the farmer toiled for days to prepare the soil, 
fertilizing, plowing, dragging, rolling, drilling, and he spent 
hours more in cultivating and harvesting his crop. 

"Nevertheless, that is but a small percentage of the forces 
that make me grow. God gave him the soil to start with, and 
gave health to him and life to the seed, and while the farmer 
tended us intermittently, God never ceased his care. 

"He helped me push my rootlets do>Ntv ^xvd V5iL>\"^\. >5tNSOTwVvssa 
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tQ get life out of the soil. He guided my sprouts carefully 
upward and showed them how to breathe in the air, and how 
to woo the life upward from the tiny rootlets. He gave the 
sunshine and the cool of the night with its welcome dew. He 
sent the rain, and in time the wind to blow the pollen from 
the tassel to the silking ear, and taught me how to distribute 
the pollen to every growing kernel. 

"In due time every kernel filled with milk, and then, just 
as he was beginning to turn the maple leaves from green to 
red, he changed my color to gold, to show how he loved and 
cared for me. 

"Then the farmer took me home and laid me on the table 
and said to his wife: *How is that for seed corn? A man 
deserves some credit for raising corn like that' 

"I kept quiet, but I knew in my heart that God had done 
most of that work on me himself. 

"That night the minister was there for tea, and I was pretty 
much the subject of conversation. Finally the elder said: *Do 
you know, brother, that a famous teacher of agriculture has 
figured out that man does only about five per cent of the work 
on a cob of corn like that, and that God does ninety-five per 
cent? Anyhow, it looks to me as if God and you had done a 
pretty good job on that ear of corn. It looks as if he and you 
were partners; but say, how are you going to divide up with 
God?' 

"Here the story ends. How should that farmer divide up 
with God? The answers are in the Book" 

Summon the Official Board I 

The recent Campaign was carried into one of the famous 
farming regions of the country with a good deal of energy, 
and finally reached rather a remote congregation which we will 
call the Hill Church. 

The greater part of the members of Hill Church were glad 
to pledge something to the great missionary fund, and felt 
that .a genuine realization of stewardship principles meant 
tithing. So they signed up. 

The most prosperous member of the congregation, however. 
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was a farmer, father of three fine children "of school age." His 
annual giving, for his entire family, had never been known to 
exceed eight dollars, and it had sometimes been much less! 
The people best acquainted with this farmer thought it worse 
than useless to ask him to tithe. Nevertheless, the preacher 
— saying a special prayer in his heart — approached him and, 
marvelous to relate, got him to sign the tithing stewardship 
pledge at the first asking. 

"He'll never pay it," remarked a skeptical neighbor. 

But one Sunday soon afterward the Hill Church treasurer 
got the surprise of his life at finding three crisp ten-dollaf 
bills in the church enevelope; and the next Sunday it hap- 
pened again I If any one was in doubt as. to the origin of 
those three bills, the atmosphere surrounding the farmer gave 
the secret away. He seemed possessed by a peculiar kind of 
happiness. Presently a unique message came to the preacher. 

"Please summon the official board of the church. I want 
to hold a prayer and praise meeting right in the middle of my 
wheat field. There isn't a prettier patch of grain in the 
country, and it's the Lord's work !" 

The best of the story is that the consecration of life has 
followed in this case, as it always does follow ; for one of the 
two fine boys is going to be a preacher of the gospel. 

Stewardship in Kansas 

Everything good works in Kansas. Peterson of Kansas is a 
hard worker and one of the original Christian stewards. 
Five or six years ago he printed a fine booklet on the subject; 
two years ago he won the prize for writing the best essay; 
and now he is pastor of the first of Kansas Methodist churches 
to reach its goal in the Centenary World Program. 

But Peterson is not satisfied. He is effective, and feels he 
mttst be doing. That he is effective is proved by the results. 
The first time he presented the Methodist Million cards to his 
people more than their quota were pledged to tithing, and the 
Sunday school remains to be signed up. 

The people of Wamego Church had been so thoroughly 
taught by the minister that they ^nomX^tCV '^'ajv^ Vyt "^^ 
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regular time to take their Centenary canvass. Peterson 
yielded, and one Sunday in April their little church of three 
hundred and eighteen members pledged $14,000 for the Cente- 
nary and other benevolences. They believe that the way to 
get a thing done is to do it. 

Peterson says he found a fellow in Louisiana who had a new 
interpretation on tithing. 

He said : "It's this way : When I sell a load of hogs or a bale 
of cotton, I take out the tithe and buy more hogs or seed to 
get another start. Then what is left I give to charity, if there 
is any left. Else," he said, "I would run out of seed, and out 
of business." 

I said: "You are a cunning knave. You are making the 
Lord furnish everything, and you keep it all. You are not 
tithing at all; you are robbing God. You will have to face 
the charge as sure as God lives." 

"Do you think so?" he asked. 

"I certainly know you are no tither at all; you are a 
bluffer."^ 

Then and there he signed the Methodist Million card. 

Unique Dividends for the Lord 

The recent renewed interest in missions has brought many 
unique dividends into the treasury of the church. One 
brother in Mississippi, a Negro and an expert broommaker, 
has promsed to set aside every tenth broom for five years. 

In the Saint Paul region a horse and a cow were pledged 
to the work, and after that live stock increased rapidly in the 
Pasture of Benevolence. Chattanooga supplied one pedi- 
greed hog, two years old and weighing nearly five hundred 
pounds, and a young brother from Louisiana who signed his 
tithing stewardship pledge added these words "plus one pig" 
in the space under his name. Pig clubs and chicken societies, 
under stewardship auspices, are flourishing, especially in the 
South. A Northern farmer has dedicated to the work of the 
church all the eggs laid by his hens on Sunday, which of 



1 Compare story of Mr. Tight, at end of chapter V. 
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course is adding almost a third to his tithe, in free-will offer- 
ings. Another farmer, owning a prize orchard, dedicated the 
fruit from every tenth apple tree to the church because he had 
"got the vision," as he said. 

The Right Time to Begin 

The Rev. Sandy Springer, working in the Stewardship 
Campaign in the South, was booked to speak a certain Sunday 
in a region which contained four Methodist congregations. 
Locally it was known as the Hornby District. The Hornby 
church and three other congregations shared the services of 
one colored preacher, and managed to contribute between 
them $250 toward his living. • 

By doubling up and preaching at two points each Sunday^ 
the minister was able in good weather to hold services at each 
point about twice a month. In addition to that he also visited 
the sick, married the living, buried the dead, and kept his own 
little farm running on the side. 

Hornby Church could always collect a fine singing aiid 
praying company, yet it never seemed to be able to get any 
money. It had for years been a steady dependent, not upon^ 
the Lord exactly, but upon the Home Missionary Society. 
* Owing to the peculiarities of Southern trains, the Rev. 
Sandy arrived at Hornby late Monday afternpon instead of 
Sunday morning as had been planned. But the Hornby Chris- 
tians had this distinction, they were ready to go to church at 
any time and stay as long as the minister would let them. 
They thought they weren't getting religion if the sermon 
wasn't at least an hour and a quarter long. 

On the train the Rev. Sandy chanced to hear a fellow 
traveler mention the fact that one of the Negroes of that com- 
munity had sold his cotton recently for $10,000. 

The Hornby Church was crowded when the Rev. Sandy rose 
to his task, and he certainly was an inspired man that day. He 
preached the stewardship of time, showing that coon hunting 
and crap-shooting were particularly out of place on Sunday, 
He preached the stewardship of prayer, and made the brethren 
feel there was a power they could tap, >n\v\c\v ^n-SlS vcvfcY^'i^^'sJC^!^^'^ 
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loving and wise. And then he reached the stewardship of 
money. He told them that the first portion of their earnings 
was the Lord's and that they would be happier, freer, and 
better men if they paid their due. It took an hour and more, 
but not a listener moved. 

There were plenty of questions ready on the lips of the con- 
gregation when he had finished, and they asked them all. At 
last when one Negro who had already risen three times got 
up again and asked if he might speak, the local parson told him 
he had talked enough. 

"O never mind, let him go on," said the visitor. 

"I's only gwine to ask when you-alls thought was a good 
time to begin ter tithe?" said he. 

Then wisdom entered into the Rev. Sandy, as his memory 
gave a click about cotton. And he said, "I feel, brother, if I 
were beginning to tithe, I would think back to some time when 
the Lord had been especially good to me and had prospered 
me. And I would begin at that time." 

**Bless the Lawd! He done got one thousand dollars off'n 
me this yere day !" shouted the brother. 

That day marked the beginning of a change in the whole 
district. Hornby Church, which had been one of four congre- 
gations paying one minister a miserable salary, now has a man* 
who preaches to them every Sunday, and receives a salary 
for doing it. The other churches in the neighborhood are 
beginning to take notice and wonder if they also cannot climb 
to the "one-church, one-preacher" basis. 

How About Women 

The same people who worry about the poor not being able 
to tithe are also often concerned about women, on the ground 
that since many of them don't have any income they naturally 
can't tithe it. 

If a discussion of stewardship did nothing else but bring 
to light the fact that many women work hard all their lives 
and never have any money for their own absolutely independ- 
ent use, it would in so far be a blessing to mankind. In spite 
of the increasing financial self-dependence of women, many 



FARMERS, WOMEN, AND THE POOR 73 

are still far from free in the disposition of money. If a 
woman has nothing of her own, she naturally cannot tithe it. 
If a child has nothing but an occasional nickel or dime given 
him for candy or ice-c^eam cones, he can hardly learn to use 
money, much less to tithe and give. 

It will not take the "head" of the family long to determine 
how to establish a fair system of apportioning the family 
wealth when he has once grasped the idea that the wife is a 
producer with himself, and that only instruction and experi- 
ence in small sums will enable, the children to administer 
larger sums. If money be apportioned, self-determination in 
its use should be the rule. Children may be guided, and no 
doubt wives may be advised, but money that is doled out for a 
specific purpose is not a possession at all. 

However, it must be remembered that the covenant to tithe 
is not a promise to pay something you do not have. In this 
respect, as in others, the tithe is different from a debt or a 
legal obligation. It is of the heart. "Jehovah will be my 
God . . . this stone will be God's house ; and of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee." 

When there is an independent income, women are obviously 
in the same situation as men in regard to tithing. A system 
that blesses one will bkss the other ; and as an aid in training 
children both in unselfishness and in the proper use of money 
tithing stewardship cannot be overestimated. Children natur- 
ally accept the idea of God's ownership and find no hardship ' 
in setting aside a portion of their allowances for God's work 
in the world. 

A writer in a recent church paper says : "Thousands of men 
and women, aftid even children, all over the country are prac- 
ticing the great doctrine of stewardship to-day." 

A business woman in the South writes : "I have tithed since 
I earned my first dollar, more than twenty years ago. I have 
let nothing stand in the way — sickness, debt, illness. Seven 
years ago the Lord prospered me so much that I could give 
him one fifth of my income. So I have been a double tither 
ever since. It is one of the greatest souic^^ oi \Na.w>2^^^'^ "^cax 
I have. 
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A LONG-TlME TiTHER 

So far as is known, the Rev. Henry E. Wing of the New 
York East Conference holds the time .record for what might 
be called single-flight tithing, without stops or breakages. Mr. 
Wing writes, "I began earning wages seventy-six years ago 
this April (1919). I was four years old, and my *job* was to 
set a basket of shavings by the kitchen stove before I went to 
bed. My 'wage* was four-pence ha'penny (6 1-4 cents) a 
month. I have been a tither ever since I began to^ earn this 
wage." 

My Road to Stewardship 

A generous worker in the Southwest sends an account of her 
early church life and how she was brought to the habit of 
tithing. 

"I received my early Christian training in a small church 
in Illinois. We had one sermon yearly on the subject of 
missions, and this was followed by the passing of envelopes 
into which we placed our offering for the entire benevolences 
of the church. 

"I was relieved when that was over ; I gave from a sense of 
duty, and with the feeling that the money had better been 
used for the pastor's salary and coal bills. 

"We helped k^ep our church expenses going by having ice 
cream and oyster suppers, and running an annual steamboat 
excursion on the old Mississippi River. After one strenuous 
excursion when we served dinner and supper, we cleared one 
hundred dollars, and as we trudged from the landing, worn 
in body, at one-thirty in the morning, we sang) * Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow.' 

"Later we moved, and joined a church in which the at- 
mosphere was entirely different. The societies did nothing to 
make money. All needs were met by direct gifts and without 
any difficulty to secure them. 

"We began to hear from all sides about missions and tithing. 
I had never heard a sermon on tithing, or once thought of that 
being a present-day obligation of Christians. 
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"I immediately thought it was a man-made plan to get people 
to give more than they wanted to, and that I would put it out 
of my mind entirely. 

"I was married, and my husband believed in tithing, and 
that did not make it any easier. for me. At last I came across 
Matt. 23. 23. Here Christ tells the scribes and Pharisees they 
should pay their tithe to the very least, of their mint, anise, 
and cummin, but not to omit the weighty matters of law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith. 

"I knew then Christ expected me to tithe. It was a part of 
his plan for me, but even then I was not willing to obey. It 
seemed too much to give. I soon found out I could not 
advance along any Christian line. There would come up this 
question. Are you going to tithe? It was like a stone wall 
across my Christian pathway. 

"One year I said, *Let us tithe this year and see what the 
Lord will do.' Of course in such a case what could God do 
for us 1 My husband was sick all year, crops were poor, and 
my resolution went with the rest 

"At last after an exceptionally plain sermon on the subject, 
I reasoned: What makes me so foolish? What does the 
little I have, or ever will have, amount to in comparison with 
what Christ did for me?* I said: *Lord, I don't understand 
this little business. I don't know how it will come out, but 
you have asked me to do it, and I'll tithe and leave the rest 
with you.' 

"I felt a rest and peace I had not had for a long time, and 
wondered then why I had set my puny will against that of the 
Father. My husband said, *Now, I'll keep books.' We started 
out with a good-sized wheat crop to tithe, beginning by giving 
God a fair chance. 

. "Our first tithe money, outside of the home church, was 
spent for a stereopticon lantern, to be used by a missionary in 
China, who said twelve thousand people could be reached 
by the. use of a lantern. The joy and blessing we received 
from prayer for the missionary and his work, and thoughts 
of our *Silent Missionary,' as we called the lantern, cannot 
be expressed. 
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"Tithing has enabled us to do many things we thought we 
never could do, for now we have God's money, and do our best 
through his guidance, to place it where he would have it placed. 
Giving has become a joy, whereas it used to be a burden. And 
there is nothing that has drawn me so close to God, since as 
a child I gave him my heart, as the simple obedience of turn- 
ing over to him his tenth.** 



CHAPTER VII 

Low Temperature and High Finance 

Grace operates through individuals, but it is the church that 
mds as the great conservation reservoir. The church is the 
otherhood that makes cooperative effort possible. It is the 
llective agency which has an importance, a sacredness, and a 
wer peculiar to itself. Paul refers to the church as a "body" 
lose head is Christ; and he is always solicitous lest one 
urch or another bring discredit upon the Great Teacher. 
Charles E. Jefferson says: "A Christian congregation is a 
iman unit, and in a sense may be said to have a soul. Each 
ember of the congregation contributes a separate character 

form a composite character wonderful and unique. A 
►wer proceeds from each individual heart, and all these 
parate powers, when blended, constitute another and a higher 
rm of power. A congregation of a thousand persons is 
mething more than a thousand individuals. When men 
•me together, certain latent forces are set free, and height- 
\ed capacities of thinking and feeling are unfolded in them, 
'^hen two or three are assembled, the Lord of Life is present 

a way in which he is not present with the isolated soul, 
'^hen two or three unite in prayer, heaven is responsive to 
igrees never reached when men pray separately. There are 
ings to be done/ therefore, with and for the church as a 
hole." (Italics ours.-r-Ed.) 

Among church questions, none is of more solemn import than 
lance. Churches, by their very nature, must be the receiving 
id distributing centers of money. A church without money 
a dead engine ; and, on the other hand, a church permanently 
idowed, so that giving by the members would appear to be a 
atter of indifference, would be nothing less than a curse, 
ike a living stream, money must be cotvtvwMOM^Vj ^or^Cxsv^ 
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through the church to enrich and bless the community and the 
world. • 

But more important still, the giving which supplies this 
living stream is an act of worship; and the church, the ap- 
pointed place of worship, should be the appointed place for 
such a fundamental act of worship. The taking^ of tithes and 
offerings can never be saved from the taint of selfishness until 
every church and every Christian realizes that giving is wor- 
ship, and that the redistribution of offerings and tithes, through 
the channels of the church, is a sacred function. This is why 
the stewardship department increasingly emphasizes the recep- 
tion of tithes and offerings, as a sacred part of divine worship. 

Once establish the idea that giving is worship, and immedi- 
ately the question as to how money is raised becomes impor- 
tant. There may be a place in the church for rummage sales, 
as a matter of economy ; or a place for church suppers, as a 
matter of social life; but to base a system of finance upon 
sales, dinners, and the like is not only unbusinesslike, but it 
strikes at the very heart of what is perhaps the most important 
element of worship — giving. 

Such methods have no place in any serious business at all. 
They bring into church affairs a curious obliquity of sight, 
both in regard to those who manage and finance the schemes 
and those who are supposed to be benefited by them. For 
example: Get X to contribute a pie to the church supper, so 
that Y may eat and pay for Z to preach the gospel. Now, 
X is theoretically a church member whose business is carrying 
on the Kingdom ; while Y is theoretically an outsider who has 
to be cajoled into helping. The scheme is to get Y to pay for 
the preaching which X sits under every Sunday. Or, if it is 
not the preaching, then it is the church organ, or mortgage, 
or furnace, or something by which X is benefited. 

The supposition is that Y is willing to pay for a pie but not 
for a portion of the winter coal ; that X is willing to contribute 
a pie, but not the cash value of the pie; and that Z'(the 
minister, or the church organ or what-not) might as well get 
his support from Y as from another — which, of course, is all 
a silly farrago of hypocrisies. Is it possifile to detect in these 
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foolish doings anything like that "higher form of power/* or 
those "heightened capacities of thinking and feeling" which are 
"unfolded" when Christians come together to form a church? 
Or is it remarkable that where finance runs "high" the spiritual 
temperature should run low? 

People who object to having ministers preach on tithing, on 
the ground that "they ought to give their attention to spiritual 
matters," seem not to realize that if church members would 
only honor the Lord with their substance, the minister could 
really cut loose from "sordid" financial talk. Then, and then 
only, if he had spiritual wings to soar would he soar. Nine 
times out of ten it is anxiety and worry and forebodings that 
make him a bit dull and lacking in unction. He may feel 
that he cannot refuse to carry on the old system ; but — is it not 
recorded that the apostles refused to "serve the tables" because 
they might not desert their true work^f evangelism? 

Still another objectionable feature of the old plan is that 
those periodical fevers of money-raising are apt to leave the 
patient feeble. Often a few members work hard; many people, 
not really interested in the cause, are pressed into service ; and 
when the ordeal is over the spiritual and financial tide runs 
lower than ever. 

Now, stewardship is an interpretation of God's ownership 
which certainly touches many other things besides money ; but 
it touches money and the financial system with an electric 
voltage which transforms them from stumbling-blocks into 
mechanisms of power. 

It is plain that tithing, the stewardship element which con- 
nects most closely with church finance, is not a function of 
the church as such. The church has no money to tithe. The 
church is rather the receiver and distributor of money. But 
if it is asked. Whose money? then we must go back to our 
friends, X, Y, and Z to find from that bald and rather general 
analysis that it is the money of Brother X, who deceives him- 
self, or of the nonchurchmember, Y, who is cajoled within 
the church doors by promises of bean-bag games, guessing 
contests, or consecrated cookery. 

Is there any promise of "fulfillment of riche."^ oi ^-a^.^' \sv 
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these circumstances, and do they commend themselves to 
common sense? Rather does the Christian say, "I will deal 
no more in these idle matters; I will go back to my Father's 
house and learn the simple ritual of the steward." 

The striking achieveme;it of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in carrying through the Centenary Program is justly a matter 
of thanksgiving and of consecrated pride. It was a stupen- 
dous undertaking, carried through with conspicuous success. 
Moreover, it was remarkably free from undignified methods 
of money-raising, and it has been followed in countless 
churches by renewed life and vitality. 

It was Bishop William F. Oldham who said, * 'Stewardship 
is the greatest thing that went into the Centenary; and it is 
the greatest thing that is coming out of the Centenary." To 
his testimony are added hundreds from those who have 
watched reviving churches and reviving Christians. 

There is room but for a small percentage of this testimony; 
but to indicate the general trend of the evidence no better 
illustration could be found than the story which came from 
the Saint Paul Area during the early days of the Centenary. 

Two Ministers and a Moral 

"The fall of 1918 was an inauspicious season for novelties, 
especially in the Saint Paul Area. In that region distances 
between charges are always staggering ; and to this were added 
the handicap of muddy roads and the epidemic of influenza. 
No wonder if some pastors dismissed their Centenary quotas 
as an impossibility. One pastor looked at his closed church, 
with its sign, *No service on account of the Flu,* and dejectedly 
shook his head. In his study at home lay a package of 
stewardship literature, unopened. He knew it was good stuff, 
but did not see any way to use it. Sickness in many of the 
homes, mud clinging to the hubs — and exactly what was the 
Centenary about anyhow? He did not know; the difficulties 
seemed insuperable. He gave it up. 

"Another pastor, however, got a different light. He had 
just as much mud on his old Ford and just as great distances 
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to travel. Moreover, he was a new pastor on that charge and 
had arrived in the midst of the influenza epidemic. So the 
sign, *No service on account of the Flu/ stared him in the face 
before he ever saw the inside of his church. 

"But in his study also was a package of Stewardship 
literature, and he had the nerve to open it. He went further. 
He hunted up one and then another member of the official 
board, and did not give them up until he had inoculated them 
with a few stewardship ideas. One official board member even 
grew enthusiastic, and then the pastor went the limit. He 
ordered enough literature for the whole congregation, and 
somehow, flu or no flu, he got it into their hands. 

"The results read like a fairy tale. The Centenary soon 
became as familiar as a schoolbook, and the quota grew less 
and less formidable with acquaintance. Church pride 
flourished in spite of epidemics and the stewardship idea took 
root. Presently the Centenary quota was oversubscribed; 
$400 was paid on the church debt, and the pastor's salary was 
raised $300— all without a single service being held in the 
church I" 

A Tide, or a Soap Bubble 

"Stewardship has proved to be a rising tide and not a mere 
campaign soap bubble. It savors little of the campaign. It 
seems not to be a creation of experts. A rising tide is the 
only name that fits it. Best of all, we saw it rise in our very 
sight, lifting everything that was not water-logged or chained 
to the bottom. The millennium has not come, nor is the tithe 
the panacea for all ills, but in a night this wave has tested and 
lifted the church and swept it forward to a goal far beyond 
our dreaming. 

"It has severely tested our church. It takes grit and faith 
to dedicate the first tithe to God in acknowledgment of his 
ownership over all, but thousands made the venture and are 
glad. Many more are still teetering between doubt and faith, 
wondering if God does really concern himself with our bread 
and butter. The tithe was a heart-opener to many a man, and 
the opening of the purse was but a by-product 
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"One earnest preacher declared in true Wesleyan dialect, 
'The Centenary is going to get every man's number/ This 
was pure prophecy and not idle threat No grand jury ever 
did more thorough work nor uncovered more surprises. Men 
are being reclassified, the blind and the seeing, the big and the 
little, the volunteer and the slacker. Small souls who for years 
had held high place unchallenged found themselves down and 
out, and could blame no one but themselves. 

"!• met a little group in a *Q. C* where seven- families had 
nearly subscribed the quota of $800, with two families still to 
hear from. I mentioned the name of one, a very wealthy 
farmer, and they all smiled and one said, *He will not give a 
cent, but the other family are tithers and will complete our 
quota.' Notice that they smiled, they did not even sigh, but 
laughed this tight brother off the stage. They would not be 
bothered with him any longer; he was obsolete. The time 
had been when this same group must wait fearfully for his 
dictation. Stewardship had rescued a church from an intol- 
erable slackerism that had insisted on ruling, 

"One of our Sunday schools made this quarterly report just 
before the Centenary dawned, 

Raised for Missions .$5.76 

Spent for ice cream and pop 37.72 

This church went over the top, subscribing its Centenary quota 
with joy. Was it the pop that did it? Nay, verily! It was 
this new tide that lifted them over — pop and all. 

"It not only lifted the church but carried it several para- 
sangs ahead. At the out-appointment of a far-strung circuit, 
four new tithers covered the Centenary quota and one said, 
Tf I do as well this year as the last year, my tithe will be 
four hundred dollars and if we can make this church a center 
of life for this township, I am ready to put in my tithe.* One 
new tither stood ready to double what a whole township had 
previously been giving to support a church. 

"Everywhere I go, I find that the Centenary, instead of 
draining the resources of the church, has really unlocked the 
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treasury. Oae church treasiyer, who would not tithe, nearly 
died of heart failure when the tithers began to pledge, and told 
me the whole support of the pastor would fall on him, with so 
much money going out of town I This good man will find he 
is mistaken. The pastor will get a raise and the tithers will 
pay for it. 

"There is more negotiable enthusiasm over new churches 
and parsonages and community enterprises than in all the years 
preceding. The tide has lifted the church out of its back 
yard, clear over the fence and started it out on a world voyage. 

**It may also dawn upon us that we might have trusted God 
longi ago with our money; we may even be bold enough to 
trust him with our personality, not one tenth, but ten tenths. 
The tithe is but A B C of stewardship, but it helps mightily 
to develop trust in God. We shall learn to trust him more and 
more, and so he can then trust us more and more, and then 
the church will have such a revival as will make angels 
rejoice." 

Bucksaw and Wood Pile 

Here is a pastor'who regards the Centenary as better than 
a Turkish bath. 

"The Centenary is working on my little charge. We started 
out with only one tither; now we have sixty- four out of 
a total membership of eighty-nine. If I stay here long enough, 
I will get them all. It is going to be the salvation of the 
church in the small country places ; most of these have been 
dying of dry rot. What they have needed is a job big enough 
to make them sweat out^he germs of partial paralysis, and, like 
the man sick of the palsy, take up their bed and walk. 

"A Turkish bath may be all right, but a bucksaw and a wood 
pile are better; the results may be a good deal the same, but 
the first costs money, while the latter produces wealth as well 
as vitality. What the Christian Church has needed for some 
time (as I see it) is not some little dawdling 'ladylike' task, 
but a real honest-to-goodness 'man's size' job — something big 
enough to overshadow the petty bickerings of human minds, 
and introduce a little 'team work' for Christ." 
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It Works, If — 

"I am writing to tell of the way the stewards helped me 
come across. I was looking up the amounts that several of my 
most liberal men were giving three years ago. I find that 
nearly every one is paying almost exactly ten times what he 
was paying then. Three that are now paying $ioo a year on 
the Centenary and $52 on local budget, or $3 a week, were 
paying thirty cents a week for all church work. They are 
now having more for themselves and are happy working 
Christian people. 

"We have our budget for next year of $8,250 all provided 
for, every bill paid, all benevolences in hand or the vouchers 
rather, as the money has been paid long ago, and a surplus in 
the treasury; and this in view of a five weeks* shut-down and 
a raise of over $1,000 for the local budget. It works, if we 
work it." 

A Magnetic Current 

"When the time came in the progress of our Stewardship 
Campaign last year to make the public apj^eal for tithers, the 
call was answered with a spontaneity and earnestness that was 
wonderful. The people gathered around the altar in a never- 
to-be-forgotten service and enrolled in the Methodist Million, 
to the number of seventy-five. 

"The appeal of the stewardship gospel has run like a mag- 
netic current through all aspects of our church life, and the 
result is that the church has become a beacon of light and a 
fountain of influence for the Centenary in a wide territory. 

*'A request came from the Chicago Area Office in February 
that the church 'go over the top' in ten days from that time, 
and in twenty-one hours after that request had been presented 
to the church $21,000 had been subscribed, thus practically 
doubling the quota of the church. One man, an exponent 
of the principles and practice of stewardship, raised his pledge 
from $1,000 to $5,000 in less than five minutes. 

"Another man, an everyday worker, at a common task, but 
with the stewardship vision, pledged $i,aoo and has already, 
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from some accrued savings, made a substantial payment on 
his pledge. 

"A tithing office clerk is one of the *bigs/ having pledged 
$100 for the five-year period. 

"A man at the head of a chain of business colleges, in 
addition tp his own pledge, has offered a number of scholar- 
ships, to be used in giving a start to Life Service Volunteers, 
which would be the equivalent of $2,500." 

'Can it not be said that if the thermometer of the church 
was once the prayer meeting, to-day it is the tithing steward- 
ship roll? 



CHAPTER VIII 
METHODISM IN ACTION 

Many ministers and finance committees were dumfounded 
at the magnitude of the Centenary askings. Churches which 
had been raising their own budget after a great struggle and 
an * 'undignified scramble," as one minister expressed it, could 
see no way to put through an enterprise calling for five times 
as much consecration, energy, and money. 

But to every pastor, help of a substantial kind was offered. 
Together with the general Centenary plans and askings from 
that particular church, there went to the pastor suggestions 
from the Stewardship Office, and helps for a four weeks' 
stewardship campaign. Many churches used these; some 
churches adapted them to their own particular needs. The 
effect upon the church at large was immediately marked. 
Leaders of opinion in every section of the country sent their 
indorsement to the central office. "A Million tithers in 
Methodism would make inevitable the greatest advance of a 
militant church that has been known since the spirit of God 
laid hold on John Wesley," wrote Dan Brummitt, editor of the 
Epworth Herald. 

"I know of no one thing in a century that has gripped the 
church like the call for a ^Million tithers in Methodism,*" 
wrote another leader. 

"The time is overdue for a revival of sane, scriptural, 
spiritual teaching of the law of stewardship," declares Bishop 
Homer C. Stuntz. 

So it spread throughout the church. Men began to realize 
that they are stewards, whether they like it or not; the only 
question was, What kind? An ideal not hitherto imagined 
began to rise before their eyes — an ideal of stewardship which 
should place giving among the solemn and joyful acts of 
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worship. Many individuals and many churches found them- 
selves revivified by this new ideal. 

Switching on the Current 

Here is a church which took up the Centenary business 
eagerly : 

!*A frontier charge is the first in the State to go *over the top' 
in the Centenary. This is remarkable when one is acquainted 
with conditions. The church is in a farming town, with a 
population of about four hundred, in the heart of the drought 
area; practically no crops have been harvested since 1916. 

"The Centenary Program was first introduced last summer, 
with a crop failure a certainty. Some said, *It can't be done,' 
but now we sing, 'Hallelujah, 'tis done.* 

"There was no difficulty in raising the money. The Steward- 
ship Program had been followed to the letter and had done its 
work. At the close of the rally, with twenty-five per cent of 
the membership canvassed, we were *over the top,' cheering 
and singing ^Praise God from whom all blessings flow.* 

"It will take some time to complete the canvass in the 
country, but Easter Sunday finds us with pledges for $3,350, 
or $835 over the quota. A new church has come through the 
Centenary vision. The pastor who follows the program will 
feel the pulse of his church, and come to know those whose 
hearts throb with that of our Christ — for a needy world.'* 

A Bit of Dynamite 

A Kansas minister writes: "It is perfectly fitting th^t my 
charge should be the first in the State to go over on the 
Centenary. Why shouldn't it? I think there has been no 
pastor in Kansas Methodism that has more persistently given 
the stewardship message to his people. 

"The stewardship drive is not merely the entering wedge of 
the great campaign; it is the dynamite which shatters the 
gnarly old Centenary log, so that all that remains to be done 
is to gather up and trim into proper lengths the fuel, which, 
when heaped upon the altar fires of the praying church, will 
light the whole dark world with the glorious gospel light" 
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The Personal Touch 

Here is a record of a church which early pledged its 
Centenary quota and more : 

"Until recently I had not heard of a tither in this church. 
We took the matter of the Centenary before the Lord, and he 
made us to realize the need of a solid foundation. 

"We started a month ahead of many charges in this Area. 
We began the first Sunday in February to build foundations 
with a little plan of our own — a sort of evangelistic campaign 
— preaching gospel sermons with the various messages of the 
Centenary sandwiched in between. In this way, in four con- 
secration services, we took some of them to the mountaintops 
of prayer that they might get the needed vision of the glorious 
opportunity that was before them in carrying out the task of 
the Centenary. 

"At the end of that four weeks of evangelistic eflFort, when 
I announced that the Four Weeks* Stewardship Program 
would be put on in March, some of our folks said with 
surprise, 'Why, we thought the preliminary work was all 
over!* But their eyes began to be opened when they heard 
the story of the magnitude of the Centenary. 

"This is a farming section. Our folks had been held up 
with bad weather. Now they were busy trying to catch up 
some of that lost time. I just found it to be absolutely neces- 
sary that I reach them with some effective personal touch. So 
I sat up nights, offen till near morning, wrote a personal 
message all around the edge of the front page of each piece of 
stewardship literature each week, carefully rolled them in a 
business wrapper and sent them out through the mail. 

"It worked. Although this is a small church, hard hit by 
the war, drawing men away for war work and enlistment, yet 
in our Sunday school membership of 60, with an average 
attendance of 45, we secured 20 tithers the first Sunday and 
three more since. We canvassed the church and secured 23 
adults for tithing, and one more since. This makes thus far 47 
tithers altogether for this little country church whose quota 



was 10." 
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Kept Their Religion-^Paid Their Quota 

Another church, the first in a large and crowded Area to 
secure its Centenary quotas, was asked to make a special 
report because it was considered ''an average church without 
unusual financial resources." The Centenary financial quota 
of this church was $35,000. 

"We have raised $36,500 and kept our religion. Indeed, we 
have so toned up our church that the revival spirit is in our 
midst. Money and spiritual life have changed places to some 
degree ; as money was signed out God came into the hearts of 
the subscribers. 

"It is as good as a day at school to look back over the entire 
Centenary process. The logic and the psychology of the 
general Centenary campaign are so astute that the plan surely 
came from the Divine Mind. Thirty-five thousand dollars I 
Judging from the past, it would not take long to raise that 
much of a deficit. A deficit was a very familiar friend. But 
$35>ooo over and above — what a vagary ! Besides, these people 
had paid so unreservedly to the country and the kingdom 
during the war that they wanted a rest, not a 'quota.' 

"It is well the sum was kept out of sight at the outset. 
If they had paraded it lief ore our eyes just once, we should 
have fainted on the spot and quit But those shrewd Cente- 
nary manipulators are psychologists. They stormed our 
thinking shops, then played on our heartstrings, then dived into 
the trenches of our pocket-books. It's a wily game, but it 
works, and is as honest as God." 

A minister in Nebraska writes: "On March second, we 
talked tithing straight from the Bible chart and experience, 
put out the Methodist Million cards and sent out enrollment 
teams in the afternoon. As a result seventy-four signed up. 
These tithing stewards, numbering slightly more than one 
quarter of the membership, gave nine tenths of the Centenary 
budget, which is to-day largely oversubscribed.** 

Experimental Knowledge 
A minister in the Southwestern Kansas Conference be^vck& 
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his report on the Centenary campaign by saying that he had 
long felt that the need of the church was not machinery or 
increased membership, but a "vital experimental knowledge of 
saving grace." This sounded strangely like . stewardship, and 
the remainder, of the letter sounded even more so. He goes 
back of the Centenary a few years, to the time when he first 
began to preach stewardship. 

"This charge was a good place to test my convictions. 
Through all their struggle with dinners, fairs and bazaars, and 
wading through soups and suppers, with no time to be holy 
or happy, debts continued to grow and bills battled for recog- 
nition. Years had passed without a successful revival. All 
the young people's societies had died. They had never met 
their benevolent apportionment. 

"In 1914 they paid $240 on benevolences. In 1915 only $145 
— an incompleted church and $1,600 in debt I 

"I felt that debts could not be paid nor old societies reorgan- 
ized without a successful revival, so we began at the Moum- 
er's-Bench-Salvation. 'From all sin, and Holiness unto the 
Lord,' was our standard. After a spiritual foundation was 
established we organized all the young people's societies, also 
a Foreign Mission Society. As to finances, *The tithe is the 
Lord's' — and on this foundation we builded. 

"We began with stewardship of life as of supreme im- 
portance. I taught every phase of stewardship, tithing, and 
missions as a Christian privilege. When I presented my tith- 
ing pledge, 67 signed within two months. Every member of 
the Foreign Mission Society is a tither. In my first year all 
the old debts were paid, church beautifully decorated, salary 
increased and paid weekly. 

"Benevolences'for the last four years: 1916, $469; 1917, $649; 
1918, $1,226; in 1919 it will be $2,700. A modern parsonage 
has been purchased and the claim met. 

"During this period we have not had a fair, dinner, bazaar, 
supper nor any commercial enterprise. 

"We organized the Centenary in detail, securing 179 tithers, 
or sixty per cent of our church membership; 38 on Life 
Service and 114 on Intercession. Made a house-to-house 
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canvass for our apportionment, and ran thirty-two per cent 
above. 

"Our people are all poor people with an average of the 
adults of not over $100 per month. Our highest subscription 
was $100. We have in all 118 subscribers to Centenary offer- 
ing. With life and property on the altar God has given us 
victory." 

The Whole Promise 

Extraordinary testimonials to the efficacy and vitality of the 
stewardship teaching come not only from ministers in Method- 
ism, but from men of many other denominations. A Presby- 
terian preacher writes: 

"We can have the whole promise of God for asking and 
taking. People are looking toward the church for their social 
and spiritual redemption. Use the power the church has 
devised under the direction of the Holy Spirit and commit 
your people to the stewardship idea, and anything you may 
ask you can receive, and the Jubilee of the Lord will be at 
hand. Not only the Methodist Church, but all of Protestant- 
ism, and even Roman Catholicism, is awakening to the potency 
of our methods and seeking a way to utilize them for success." 

Another minister writes: "Great drives may be carried 
through in response to special calls upon the church to con- 
tribute specific sums, but the church, financially, will never 
come into its own until all of its members realize that the 
only true basis of giving to the Lord is that of stewardship." 

Even tithing will take care of itself, if the church has the 
true stewardship idea. Ministers write that the tithing cov- 
enant comes easily to a congregation which has been led first 
to accept the Great Doctrine. 

Circuits Can Do It 

One minister reporting the results of stewardship teaching 
and the Centenary campaign in a three-point district says of 
the first: "I did not press for tithing but taught the big idea 
of stewardship. At first only seven sigtv^d iVv^ Q."ajt\"5»,\sv5X. xsax. 
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one person who was solicited declined to give, because the 
campaign had paved the way for success. It was easy." 

Concerning the second, he says: "The Stewardship Cam- 
paign was faithfully carried out. One member became a tither 
and increased his annual subscription from $60 to $262. When 
I asked for $7,000 to meet the Centenary quota plus the local 
budget, we got $9,000 within a week. It was a great miracle, 
but easy, for God to carry us to victory after the Stewardship 
Campaign." 

When the Centenary business was placed before the third 
church, "for the third time the pastor knew the joy of victory." 
And the writer adds: "Success could not have been attained 
here without the stewardship preparation." 

The Octopus Plan 

"In an industrial church in a Western city, the roof began 
to leak, then the stucco on the front steps commenced to 
peel. Some youngster threw a rock at the front window when 
the preacher left. One hundred and fifty dollars had to be 
borrowed to pay his salary. Then all rose and said, 'Brethren, 
we can't hire another preacher.* 

"Merrily over the horizon dawned the Centenary. The 
district superintendent had the courage to take a freshly picked 
blossom from a theological school and graft it on to this 
industrial church, peeling in membership as well as concrete. 

"The Centenary office sent word, 'Preach stewardship.' The 
folks had never heard the word, so he preached it again. 
He preached it until folks got the idea that Malachi 3. 10 was 
the only verse there was in the Bible. He didn't call them 
names and shake his fist at them, for he was a young man and 
knew from what he'd heard at the school that it doesn't pay 
to hammer cold steel ; but he told them he was going to tithe, 
and wondered if in the one hundred members some one didn't 
want to join him. * 

"Meanwhile the Minute Men began to fire. The chairman 
was a railroad clerk who never had expressed himself in a 
church save on the bass end of the anthem. He turned so 
red around the collar in his first speech that people thought 
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irely he was on fire with the Centenary after one week's 
:ading. 

"On the 30th of March it was the carpenter Minute Man's 
lance to break loose. He had steadily refused his oratorical 
illing from the time of- the programs in the country school, 
lit the Centenary called. Getting up behind the altar and 
Litting one knee on the rail in a carefree, wood-sawing atti- 
ide, he cut loose and surely did some sawing. 

" *You know, folks, we have decided to tithe. We only 
ive two dollars and fifty cents to missions last year. If we 
the, it means out of my thirty dollars a week I put three 
Dllars in the little glass slipper on the writing desk. Now, 
iree dollars a week is a whole lot more than two dollars and 
fty cents a year, but we are going to see it through.* 

**That started the fire. There was no need of a long sermon, 
t the close of the service where one hour before among the 
le hundred members there had been no tithers, twenty-two 
gned cards 

"In that week the quota — $596— -came from the superin- 
indent. The different members talked it over. 'That's 
ivful! The church has never met its apportionments, let 
lone this Centenary!' But the pastor said: *It isn't enough, 
our hundred dollars more will clear the church of debt and 
ind her to Conference with all expenses paid for the first 
me in her history.' The message went out : 

" '$955.00— What We're After— Are You On? A 
five months' tithe for five years for the Centenary. 
We get an average of $100 a man out here — that 
means $10 a month. Put two of that in the church 
and give me three from April to August. We have 
100 families out here; if each family can see a $10 
vision, where is the $1,060?' 

"The last week of April the canvass was made. It was not 
icactly team work, but rather the Octopus plan. The pastor 
as the head, arid going out from him were feelers into all 
eighborhoods. These folks felt for their neighbors' atti- 
ides, then the pastor went out and spiritualized -a-tvA. ^otMcaRx- 
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cialized the feelings. The results at the end of the week 
raised the total to thirty-nine intercessors, twenty-six tithers, 
and $512 subscribed for five years. 

"On May 4 all the twelve Centenary posters were strung 
across the front of the church. The«sermon was *Faith.' The 
Sunday school jumped all over its quota, the rest of the $596 
was subscribed, and in the next days that 'awful* $1,000 bill 
was cleaned up completely. 
"Verily, 'The earth is Jehovah's, and the fullness thereof.'" 
The Centenary was but the touch-spring to bring to light 
treasures of human service which were only waiting for 
release. These stories, which seemed so wonderful as they 
poured into the Centenary headquarters, reveal only the exact 
fulfillment of promises made to stewards of long ago; only, 
"It is required of stewards that a man be found faithful." 



CHAPTER IX 

. THE PASTOR SEES DAYLIGHT 

[n recent times the world has had frequently to listen to the 
irge that college presidents no longer concern themselves 
marily with matters of education but with the raising of 
mey. This reproach is doubtless merited, but no one thinks 

blaming the college president. Great as he is, he too is 
ight in the network of modem life. Universities and 
[leges could, of course, be carried on without the sorry 
^ctacle of begging presidents, should enough people so 
sire. 

Many a modem college president has stepped to his position 
)m the pulpit; and the minister, like the college president, 
s too often been turned into a financial agent, while his 
caching had to be done on the side. Soliciting for missions, 
arch debts, church repairs, chapels, and the like has taken 

so many of his Sundays, and so much of the ginger that 
IS in him, that he runs a bit low in his so-called "spiritual" 
ichings. 

N^o minister wishes to be thrown into the arena as a 
3moter except for fundamental things. His business is not 
"sell" church fairs and hayrides, but gospel ideas and Chris- 
n teaching. Nor is jt any more suitable for him to go tact- 
Uy into So-and-So's bank on Monday morning, hoping that 
has chosen a fortunate moment to approach the good mem- 
r on that little question of lifting the church debt. 
Dn the other hand, the minister should not shut his eyes to 
; important question of money and church finance, as if by 
loring it he could make it right. Money is one of the funda- 
ntal matters of the church, and until that is set right nothing 
U be right The only thing for the minister to do \& Xo Vijut. 
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ing, benevolences all increased, salary advanced and I am com- 
ing back for my sixth year/ 



t St 



Church, Coal Bin and Treasury — All Full 

"A young pastor of a church of the kind commonly known 
as 'struggling* with a fine assortment of thorny problems, had 
no more sense than to put on the Four Weeks' Stewardship 
Program last May. 

"Many expected it to be the last straw which would break 
the church's back and volunteered their services as pallbearers. 

"Instead of a funeral, here is what happened : 

"In two weeks thirty-five persons were received by con- 
version into the membership of the church and the general 
spiritual temperature raised from freezing to summer heat. 

"The officials had come together to vote that no longer 
should they receive $400 from the Missionary Society, and 
in the same meeting they voted to raise their pastor's salary 
from $1,200 to $1,600, thus making a straight increase of $800 
which the local church was to shoulder on the pastor's salary. 
It is apparent that the church is going on to perfection. There 
has been a gain of one hundred full members during the year, 
and the full apportionments for the year of the benevolences 
have been more than paid, and the pastor's salary has again 
been lifted — this time to $1,800 cash. 

"Besides this all the coal for the winter has been paid for 
and $100 left over in the treasury for paying bills. It is also 
interesting to note that the church has only sixty-five tithers." 

TiTHERS Carry the Heavy End of the Load 

Here is one story of a church in the New York East 
Conference. 

"When the Centenary Program appeared in its extraordinary 
magnitude, the pastor realized that, so far as his church was 
concerned, nothing but extraordinary measures would carry it 
through. Never had his church been geared up to a job like 



lie sat down and took account of stock. Memi 
.vu hundred and sixty, and a financial system 



mbnihip* 
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stretched so that $ioo per year was collected for foreign 
missions, and about $i,8oo a year for current expenses. And 
it was not always easy to collect this 1 

"Nevertheless, here was the Centenary plan which placed 
upon his church the simple little chore of raising $2,124 over 
and above their running expenses : and besides the money, the 
church was expected to enroll fifty-two intercessors and 
tithers 1 Truly the Centenary was like a rising flood tiireaten- 
ing to engulf that particular corner of the Conference! 

"The only raft in sight was the Program sent out from the 
central office; and beginning with Watch Night the pastor 
tackled that Program. 

"On Tuesday of the week following Watch Night» the 
Women's organizations were gallantly conducted aboard the 
Centenary ship; on Wednesday the Local Church Council 
began to set sail; on Thursday, the Official Board set course 
and inspected officers (especially the O. B.) ; on Friday, all the 
young people got aboard; and on the following Sunday the 
Minute Men manned the guns. It was a week of thrills, and 
every meeting, showed the members more and more con- 
clusively that they had not only a grand course to sail but 
that they were just as well able to make it "as they had been 
to drift round the rocks in the previous years. 

"The motto adopted by the Local Church Council is worthy 
of notice: 



« 



'No criticism, but the best kind : 

No excuses, but do your best : 

No doubt about results — God is with us 1* 



"With such a Crusader's call as that, the church went to 
victory, of course. But some of the details have special inter- 
est, as showing that these Christians, while praying for 
heaven's blessings, did not fail to keep the ropes hot with their 
own human efforts. 

"For example, they started by thinking of others first 
Ordinarily, March is the month for the canvass for current 
expenses in this particular church, but the pastor had preached 
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a sermon on stewardship just following his sermon on prayer, 
and it was borne in upon the Finance Committee that their own 
business could wait a few days while the larger business was 
taken care of. Perhaps the committee was influenced by the 
fact that, by that time, the teaching of stewardship had so got 
hold of the church that there were many enrolled tithers and 
intercessors. People who tithe are pretty sure to pray. And 
tithing is good for church finances. 

"Then another detail of this church's history is the fact 
that every department not only got together in a united en- 
deavor, but that the sense of unity, both among themselves 
and with God, increased day by day. Before the Centenary 
work had been carried on a full month a revival was in 
progress. All the organizations of* the church were in line, 
feeling they needed to keep in touch with the Source of 
strength. The change in the church has been a healthy, 
positive gjowth. 

"The financial results are, of course, among the remarkable 
phenomena of this story. The church has oversubscribed its 
Centenary quota by forty-one per cent, and has almost doubled 
the budget for its own current expenses. The pastor's salary 
was raised $300. On both the Centenary and the local church 
budget, the tithing members pledged more than half! And 
remember their motto, *No doubt about results — God is with 
us I* " 

The Tithers' Corner 

A district superintendent from the Middle West at a recent* 
Conference said: 

"Instead of a campaign for a million tithers in Methodism, 
it ought to be for 6,500,000. Every Methodist ought to be a 
tither. 

"The day is here, and the clock has struck, when to have 
God's power and God's spirit dwelling with us and to have 
the use of this power for the establishment of his kingdom, 
we must be square with the Lord. This has a vital relation- 
ship that we have not heretofore accredited to spirituality. 

"I went about in my own district and sa.\d \.o >^^ xftea^^'^NNa"^ 
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do you consider the most spiritually minded people?* And 
without exception they said *My stewardship band/ 
. "If that is trtie and these preachers were right about it, there 
is a vital relationship between how you treat partnership with 
God and your own spiritual resources." 

A Financial Evolution 

"In my ministerial appointment. I felt deeply the privilege of 
leading my flock in spiritual things, with plenty of social life 
thrown in. It had not occurred to me that it would be the 
pastor's duty to engineer the finances ; nevertheless I began in 
the fall of 1916 by doing the things that I, as a layman, had 
expected of my pastors, I answered as nearly as I could every 
demand, besides putting in some hard licks on my Sunday 
messages. 

"But ere half the year passed I found myself financially 
embarrassed. I dreaded to look my creditors in th« face, for 
I was not in the habit of buying necessities of life on time, and 
it seemed strange that I should be forced to do so in the 
ministry. I was compelled to borrow four hundred dollars at 
eight per cent interest in order to live honorably among my 
fellow. men. I decided that I would take a hand in handling 
the church finances. 

"I first got behind the stewards, who got busy and the 
situation was relieved temporarily. A canvass had been made 
early in the year, but the weekly envelope system was not 
favored by more than a dozen subscribers. With the majority 
•it was a *pay-when-convenient,* or — *at-the-end-of-the-year-if- 
I-have-it' plan. I went to Conference with the discouraging 
report of a $100 deficit, on ministerial support, paying $73 of 
it as my share. 

"I thought of the weekly envelope system when I returned. 
As layman I helped put it through at another church; it 
worked nicely and the pastors were glad to get their checks 
regularly. The system that worked at that church in 1914 
would work again if I started it with a subscription, which I 
<//d I took a survey and estimated tVve budget and appor- 
tioned the amounts as best I could. 
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"The Unit System was explained at the fall District Con- 
ference in 1917 and I used it effectively on the charge. At the 
spring Conference stewardship was emphasized, so I purchased 
a packet of literature and literally devoured it, so that those 
messages were my own. I placed the literature in the hands 
of my membership, and during the Four Weeks* Campaign we 
had a great time. Sixty-five intercessors were secured and the 
spiritual life of the church was quickened. 

"We followed this campaign with an 'Every-Member Finan-> 
cial Canvass' for the next year — a thing never before done 
prior to Conference. In spite of an effort on the part of a 
certain faction to close the church until after the war — because 
This money was needed to whip the Kaiser,* as they said — the 
plan was a success;. 

"This time I went to Conference with a report that showed 
everything paid in full. Before I got back for the third year 
there was $50 in the treasury to begin the year's work. Hot 
winds were severe enough, but the weekly system was there 
first Following another stewardship campaign, thirty-five 
tithers were secured; and since last October one brother has 
$300 laid away as the Lord's share. This has all led up to the 
Centenary and our one hundred and fifty members will carry 
that through to victory, so far as our church is concerned.** 

The Dumb Organ 

"A certain church in California has an energetic pastor who 
was long distressed because the house of worship was in sad 
need of repairs. The organ too was dumb. He spoke to his 
official board, but seemingly with no results. At last, weary 
of the useless efforts, he gave up. 

*Then the Centenary came to First Church, and the pastor 
threw himself, body, soul, mind, and spirit — with all his might 
— into the program of the Centenary. He preached until he 
thought perhaps the church needed some of the 'spiritual 
sermons' of other days, and so he gave it to the people. I 
asked him how it went, and he said, Tunk.* He returned to 
the Centenary with stewardship flavoT. 

"He got his quota of intercessors, XVvetv ol Ovrv5iC\^xv ^xs.^^^^-^- 
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Then on Easter Sunday, by special dispensation of the Bishop 
(for the California and Southern California Conferences were 
waiting for the i8th of May), his church went over the top. 
Their quota was $35,000; but they got $500 more than that 
on Easter and still had two hundred more people to see and 
two hundred more subscriptions to get. 

"Sunday night the Epworth League met, and thirty-one 
signed the covenant. How the heart of their president re- 
joiced as he saw them lining up for the work of the Master! 

"Then Tuesday morning the pastor went down to the church 
building and hardly got inside when he met a tall, dignified 
ladder. The building was evidently being repaired. He pene- 
trated the entanglements till he reached the organ as a second 
objective,. and this too was in the hands of an expert. The 
needs of the world had opened the heart of a seemingly im- 
pervious official board to the needs of a local church." 

First on the List 

The following record of one of the first churches that put on 
the Four Weeks' Stewardship Campaign is reproduced here 
just as a happy stewardship man reported it. 

Before After 

1 Big debt. i Debt reduced $9,775 in one 

year through a regular 
budget. 

2 Current expenses running 2 Current expenses all paid, 
behind. 

.3 Benevolences met and two 3 Benevolences increased 25 
persons giving $1.25- week- per cent; 300 tithers aver- 

ly to the budget. aging $1.32 per week. 

4 Wondering what to do. 4 Smiling? Well, I guess! 

How Smith Started Something That Won't Stop 

"Smith had been a nice, respectable church member for 
some years. He took a class of boys, and then included a 
subscription to the church papers as a part of his religion. 
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From one or another of these he got 'Stewardship' and *God*s 
Ownership' and To Have is to Owe* into his head. Let a 
friend of Smith continue the story, 

"Mr. Smith's heart went out to meet these maxims like old 
friends. He had found his new name. From that time he 
might have been called Stewardship Smith, 

**It was not a bushel light. Everywhere he went Steward- 
ship Smith flashed forth his new rule of life. His radiant 
face, his honest business, his tithes and offerings, his fruitful 
service, his sincere tongue, all vied with one another in putting 
stewardship on the local market. Even the minister has to 
confess that he got the correct slant of sanctification vision 
from Smith; his sturdy creed of true consecration meshed 
with the gears of life, soon went into high speed, was propelled 
into the hearts of the people by a mighty unction from the 
pulpit, and became the motive and plea of the doorknob route. 
Behold how much fire one good layman kindleth ! 

"Fifty of the choice members of the local church signed 
stewardship pledges and straightway proceeded to make them 
good. New life came from above into all departments of the 
church. Prayer meetings grew numerically and dynamically. 

"The hard grind of the church ceased with the application 
of Smith's stewardship. In the new light, dry axles were 
speedily detected, oil-holes opened up and the oil of grace and 
prayer poured in. The bearings began to work smoothly. 
What a transformation! 

"The minitter was wont to pinch himself to see if he were 
awake. No bickering of any kind! Had this church gone 
wholly to sleep ? Had Smith administered an anesthetic ? The 
power and output of the church gave the lie to such a conjec- 
ture. Audiences increased, folks were born anew, the com- 
munity life was sweetened from the church. Benevolences 
were doubled and the pastor's salary increased until the district 
superintendent threatened a fine for exceeding the speed limit. 
Good fruits laid all fears to rest. India, China, Africa, 
heathen America, the islands of the sea, all came in for a lift 
from the leaven of Smith's stewardship. 

"The Christian stewards of the chutcVv Iottcv^^ '^^\sns»^c^^'^ 
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into a band — Friend Smith president, of course! The beauty 
of true stewardship is that it keeps going, never grows weary 
in well-doing, never touches bottom. This band never faltered 
when something for God had to be done! Cromwell's Iron- 
sides! It's truly blessed for a minister to know that he has 
an invincible company in the division !" 

John Hopeful's Church 

"Four years the members and officials had labored to meet 
their current expenses, and pay the regular disciplinary benevo- 
lences; but they had fallen behind until they owed several 
hundred dollars to the local bank. 

"When the new pastor, John Hopeful, started his ministry, 
he sent stewardship literature to sixty-one families connected 
with the church, and then preached a series of stewardship 
sermons, with the result that more than twenty per cent of the 
entire membership became tithers, that all the old indebtedness 
was paid, and the local church budget was doubled. 

"But something still more wonderful happened. For months 
John Hopeful preached on the great Methodist Centenary 
program of world reconstruction. These messages stirred 
almost the entire membership, until one day John Great- 
heart said to his wife, 'Let us send the gospel message to thirty 
villages in Africa in the languages of the natives.' While John 
Greatheart was talking about the missionary project to his 
wife, another of John Hopeful's parishioners, James Faithful, 
by name, said to his wife, 'Let us build a church in India and 
pay the preacher's salary for the next five years.* Another 
member by the name of Julia Love, said to her husband, 
'William, let us educate a boy and girl in India the next five 
years.* About this time the pastor called on one of his par- 
ishioners by the name of Simon Strong, who said, *Pastor, my 
wife and I have decided not only to tithe but to educate a mis- 
sionary in the Chicago Training School for work in distant 
lands; also to educate a slum worker in one of America's 
great cities.' 

"This missionary giving became contagious all through John 
Hopeful's church membership, until finally it culminated in 
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the church's sending the gospel to one hundred and ten villages 
in Africa, to twenty villages in India, supporting two native 
pastors in India, and furnishing a hospital ward with three 
beds in Korea. 

"The local banker stood up in church one Sunday morning 
and asked this question before a crowded church, 'Are we 
managing the Loi:d's business right?' Then he announced 
that he was going to be a tither, and he gave $500 to the 
Centenary to help support a missionary in South America. 

"One day John Hopeful called on a rich ranch-owner who 
owns one thousand eight hundred acres of land. He asked 
her for a gift for the Centenary. She and her family gave 
$1,000 and pledged herself to tithing. Nearly every business 
man in the community has resolved to tithe. 

"The story of John Hopeful's church has been the means of 
inspiring Methodist churches in three great States, and has 
helped many a charge to go over the top for the Centenary." 

Nobody but the wearer can know just where the shoe 
pinches; likewise nobody but the minister himself can know 
just what it means to "see daylight" through stewardship 
teaching. What must it have meant to the pastor of one 
historic church, so discredited financially that credit was re- 
fused them even for insignificant sums, when through the 
teaching of stewardship it rose to a commanding place of 
power in the community I 

A pastor in Texas serves a church organized in 1908 by 
sixty-two working people, all of whom are of exceedingly 
modest resources. In the nine years since its founding this 
organization has administered $75,000 and has never had a 
collection nor a pay social nor any schemes to raise money. 
How was this done? Stewardship is the answer, 

A seventy-eight-year-old pastor in California writes that 
through the teaching of stewardship a discouraged and dying 
downtown church has been lifted to self-respect and useful- 
ness. In the last three years, it has paid $6,000 for church 
improvements, debts, and a new manse, because the members 
have been taught about the tithe. 

Another California charge recently \iM\\\. ^ tv^h? OcvxixOcv. -asA. 
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dedicated it free of debt, while carrying on their regular work, 
"because the majority of our people are tithing/* 

A Baptist pastor in Kansas began to preach tithing steward- 
ship in 191 5 and presently their offerings and benevolences 
were found to be increased four hundred per cent. The pastor 
writes that the strongest people in every church are ready 
to line up on tithing; and he adds: **The. largest benefits are 
not financial. The spiritual development in the lives of the 
members is a much greater asset for the kingdom of God." 

If any Christians should think that we set too great and 
persistent an emphasis upon financial results, let us remind 
them again that the whole teaching is that the tithe is only 
the first step. There is no miraculous value merely in the 
tithe, as a sum of money. But when it stands for steward- 
ship of the whole life, it is a symbol blessed of God. Few 
pastors fail to tell of this marvelous "second growth" after 
acknowledgment has been made through the tithe. 

Nearly all the reports of the Stewardship Campaign begin 
with a sort of subdued gusto, as if the pastor were whistling 
for sheer joy; then they give in sober, thorough fashion the 
figures, accounts, and results of their efforts; and most of them 
end with an open and irresistible "Hallelujah!" Out of the 
darkness of financial worry and trouble which inwardly means 
spiritual confusion and slackness, they have been led into the 
daylight through stewardship. They have emerged from a 
haphazard fashion of depending upon impulses into habits of 
holiness. 



CHAPTER X 

HOW'S YOUR OFFICIAL BOARD? 

ERE is a tradition among the writers and producers of 
as that the second act is always a pitfall, a test. "A good 
ict is easy enough/' they say, "but show us the second!" 
:ting by the official board is the second act in the church 
rdship program. It is often much easier to enlist a large 
»rtion of the church membership as tithing stewards than 
t the official board to commit themselves, 
emember one official board meeting at which a speaker 
nvited to present the stewardship message. There were 
n honest, good-looking men, most of them over fifty, 
or three were hovering around forty, and one was ob- 
ly just past his honeymoon stage. They were the ap- 
ed lay directors of a church whose position had become 
isingly difficult. The neighborhood had changed; old 
>ers had moved away; the new neighbors had so many 

to which the church had been unaccustomed to serve that 
od dazed and helpless in the midst of numberless perplex- 
>roblems. In addition to these social problems, a new 

and a Sunday school room were needed, besides 
nerable smaller changes and repairs. And here were the 
il board, listening to the stewardship message. A silent 
tker, I watched for signs of an understanding of its 
rt. "They will grasp at it like drowning men," I thought, 
t they didn't. Although the message they «heard was 
;d with eloquence and God-given power, they sat appar- 

unmoved when the local pastor asked them if they were 
ig to lead the membership of the church out into the free 

of tithing stewardship. They looked dubious. They 
nted many of the time-honored objections to tithing. 

were afraid of this and afraid oi XVvaX. K^ ^'v ^^tsn. — 

107 
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No, not all. The young man, who was the last to 
according to a sort of unwritten law in official-board c 
— this young man said "Yes" — he would pledge himse 
tithing steward. "Glory be!" thought I in my silent 
"the church is saved!" Four other members of the 
after deliberating a while to save their face, also Sign 
become tithing stewards. 

This is all the story that counts at this point, and it c 
because this is not only a true picture of one particular oi 
board, but of officialdom in general. It is but the na 
state of things. The official board is the official board just 
cause it represents stability, solidity, and a wise conservat: 
Its chief business is resisting newfangled ideas, because m; 
of the newfangled ideas are silly, or worse, and ought to 
resisted. It takes time to convince them that any idea is woi 
trying. 

Now, stewardship is by no means a newfangled idea, but tl. 
thoughts of these particular men, and of most men of thei 
age, belong to a period in which stewardship was somehow 
generally skipped ; or at least stewardship as an interpretatioi 
of the Christian life had not been emphasized. If they thoughi 
anything about the tithe, they thought it had gone to seed ii 
legalism ; and all their notions of stewardship were vague anc 
confined to what they would call spiritual matters. 

Now, here comes a man who implies, if he does not openl) 
say, that money is really in the realm of the most spiritual 
questions. Truly, it is an astounding idea to the generatioi 
reared too often upon a system of strawberry festivals, pew- 
renting, and periodical begging. 

But there need be no fear, even though the majority oi 
the official boards do not indorse stewardship at the first hear 
ing. It is an idea which does not grow cold overnight. Thej 
will come to it in good time, for stewardship is the doctor thai 
cures many ills; but if the patient dies before the officia! 
board calls the doctor, who is to blame? 

It is reported that one pastor called his official board anc 
said, "Brothers, I have asked you to come together to considei 
our coming revival." 
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"Hold on, preacher," cried a member, "hold on. You've 
got the wrong crowd. Send for the Ladies' Aid !" 

This is probably a libel on the official board and an undue 
compliment to the women; but these stories may serve as a 
hint that official boards are still fallible. They also point to 
the contrast, because some are different. One Area secretary 
writes: "The churches are reporting large numbers of new 
tithing stewards. Many pastors are finding that the official 
boards are ready to lead in stewardship. More than once 
the official board decided they could not conscientiously ask 
their people to tithe without setting the example. In some 
churches every member of the board signed a Tithing 
Steward's card." 

Victories like these have been achieved not only through the 
patient work of the pastor, but also through the splendid 
cooperation of the official boards. 

Victory Only Delayed 



(C 



The pastor was pushing his tithing campaign with good 
success; but some of his officials were slow to respond. One 
man in particular, whose example meant much, hesitated, 
became almost angry, remained away from church, and mani- 
fested his impatience to such an extent that the pastor became 
concerned for the man's soul. 

"Not for one minute, however, did the pastor lose his 
patience. He did not scold, nor upbraid, but lovingly sought 
to convince his official that he was contending not against man 
but against God. The battle went on for some days. At times 
it looked as though the pastor had won, but the victory delayed 
its coming. At last, with tears of grateful joy, the pastor 
heard his official say, *I just cannot hold out any longer, I've 
got to come in.' And come in he did with a glow of spiritual 
luxury he had not known for years." 

Letting in the Sunshine 

. It has repeatedly been proved that in organizing steward- 
ship bands and in carrying on the ¥omt N^It^"^ Qa.'CK^'ixNE^ 
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the approval of the official board is not necessary. But it 
help immensely if it be not obtained with too much diffic\ 
The following report from a district superintendent sh» 
what may happen when the pastor and official board lead 

"Methodism has its lightning rod up, expecting to be stn 
by something, and, as they would say in the South, *it looks 
though it would rip things up the back and let a little sunshi 
in/ That 'something' is stewardship, a word now being pr* 
claimed in every pulpit. 

"Here are five evident results: 

"i. Whole official boards are adopting the new standard 
One man went home and said: Wife, I felt like thirty cents 
to-night, for I was the only member of the board who did not 
sign up to tithe.' They both signed up and then lay down to 
pleasant dreams. 

"2. The ministers are going unanimously for the tithe, 
beginning on themselves. One man wrote, 'Here I go for 
fifty tithers, and I am the first one. The people began to ask 
me when I was going to put on the tithing campaign. I sur- 
rendered! Hide my name, but tell the people how a back- 
number had to come across to keep up with his people!* 
Nearly all of our pastors have long been tithers, and the non- 
tithing minister is as lonely as a crocus in July. 

"3. The well-to-do are starting accounts with God. One 
Detroit business man said, 'I will put the Lord's account on my 
books to-morrow and a real partnership begins.* A farmer 
wrestled all day because he had to screw up his courage to 
begin on his big bean check which had come the day before, 
but finally he said: 'Heans or no beans, I am going to tithe.* 

"4. It is reaching the poor and the folks of small means, 
and they are enjoying their newly discovered partnership with 
God. One workingman said, 'I am a man with a small income 
and a big family, but I give my first tithe to God and he walks 
with me down the way of the other nine tenths and we get on 
famously !' 

"5. It is capturing whole Sunday school classes. *I sec a 
picture of myself giving eighty cents a week,' one boy said, 
who held out for a time but finally surrendered. 
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"We live in Michigan, and Michigan entered the Union in 
1837. It is entering stewardship in March, 1919." 

Salary in Advance 

Another Area secretary tells this incident: "I had a good 
time yesterday in one of the churches. In a membership of 
about eight hundred, there are forty tithers. My instructions 
were to call at the parsonage, and there I found the preacher 
living in the best house in the neighborhood. When I ex- 
pressed my surprise at the surroundings, he frankly told me it 
was a result of the work of the stewardship band. He said 
that recently a campaign had been put on to pay off the old 
church debt which amounted to over $5,000, and that this was 
now cleaned up, as a preparatory course for the Centenary. 

"The pastor made another remark in my presence, a remark 
so unusual as to surprise me greatly — that it was a custom of 
his official board who were leaders in the Stewardship Pro- 
gram, to pay his salary one month in advance. This is the 
result of taking God into your church plans and everyday 
life, allowing him to become a working partner in the 
business." 

No Fairy Godmother 

Getting the official board first is a good idea. Get them, if 
you can; but give tithing to your members anyway. In one 
church, not so very long ago, there was a deficit of $2,100 on 
the current budget and no fairy godmother in sight. 

The minister thought and prayed and finally warned 
his official board that he was going to put the tithing steward- 
ship proposition up to the church ; that it was yea or nay, with 
nobody excused on account of a cold. Seventeen men on the 
board voted in favor of this action, while several asked to be 
excused. 

On the following Sunday, after a stewardship sermon, 
seventy-nine people signed as tithing stewards, and at the 
present date more than one hundred and eighty are enrolled 
from that church. Moreover, the chuTcVv \% tvsA. ot\^ a>ax ^^ 
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debt, but the benevolences, both home and foreign, are greatly 
increased. 

It Took Twenty-Three Years 

In one church at the close of a Sunday service on tithing, 
the financial secretary rose and said: **I have been twenty- 
three years making up my mind, but I am now a tither." One 
can only hope that the good member considered his covenant 
as ^"retroactive" for at least a dozen years. Another pastor 
writes : "It seems that from now on no wide-awake pastor will 
fail to press the stewardship message of the gospel. In my 
own churches I did not get the response in the way of signers 
to the tither's pledge that I hoped, but this is not due to a 
fault of the plan. Rather, I think, it is due to the newness of 
the idea to most of my people." p 

Incidents of this character furnish the reasons for stating 
it plainly that pastors have always the privilege of leading in 
the polity of the church, with or without the assistance of the 
official boards. The Centenary stewardship principles are not 
the arbitrary invention rising out of the needs of the hour', 
but were first written in the heart of the Methodist Discipline. 

The Church Treasurer Who Got Mad 

Church treasurers are usually first in their appreciation of 
. the value of tithing stewardship and most ready to welcome 
the stewardship program ; but, of course, to this rule there are 
some exceptions. It is not a common thing for church treas- 
urers to get mad, but here is the story of one who did : 

"The occasion was the new pastor's sermon, and it made 
such an impression on the treasurer that when it was over, 
refusing to shake hands with the preacher, he stamped out of 
the church and went home to give vent to his feelings. 

"Now, the sermon that morning was a straight- from- the- 

shoulder appeal for businesslike methods of supporting the 

Church of Christ. The preacher called the Kingdom business 

'the biggest of big business.' He pictured the need of the 

world and Chrisfs often forgotten program to save it. Then 

Ae pointed out that you can generaWy t^W ^^ ^^Ti>3ATieafc^^ ^1 
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a man's interest in the Kingdom by the way he puts his mon,ey, 
in. Then he told how some frequently used schemes of raising 
money were not only unbusinesslike but were trifling with the 
great program of salvation. It was like supporting a world 
war with pink-tea methods. 

"Probably this point of the sermon was what got under the 
skin of the treasurer, for it was well known that he had been 
the leading exponent of the slogan, *Let the Ladies' Aid 
Society raise the deficiency.* 

"Fi^ally the pastor came to the climax of his appeal, insist- 
ing with great earnestness that a man should realize that he is 
a steward of God and that it is poor stewardship to pay to 
Qirist's church what one thinks he can afford after all other 
calls have been met. He said that the Lord wanted the *first 
fruits,' that a man really ought to set aside regularly a 
definite percentage of his income for the support of the church 
and Kingdom. That percentage ought to be at least one tenth 
— for the old Jews did as well as that. 

"This was the point when the church treasurer's wrath 
reached the high spot. He could hardly wait to get into the 
house before* he began : 

" That preacher needn't think we don't know how to give. 
He needn't worry about his salary either. We've always paid 
our minister and we always will. He wants an increase; 
that's what's the matter with him ! But he can't get it.' 

"By this time the wife was making a meek protest, but he 
went on: *Why, last year I gave seventy dollars when you 
figure it all up. The idea of suggesting that a man ought to 
give ten per cent of his salary! What will he have left for 
himself ?' 

"The hymn writer says : 

" *God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.' 

"Perhaps the Lord didn't have anything to do with it; but 
anyway when the treasurer's breath gave out and he sought 
relief in scanning a paper, his eyes ie\\ i.^3L^^ wv ^osasS^iSi^'^ 
philosophy: *A kicking horse never puWs? 
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''Now, it happened that he had always prided himself on 
pulling his part of the load and while the words, *A kicking 
horse never pulls' only served, at the moment, to increase his 
anger, they stayed with him all through the evening as he 
tarried at home while his wife sat in her usual place at church. 

"In the middle of the night too, when something awakened 
him he heard it again, 'A kicking horse never pulls,' and next 
day when he started for the preacher to have it out with him, 
strangely enough, he heard it again. 

"It was a hard week. The treasurer was fighting the battle 
of his life. Fortunately at heart he was a good and just man 
and one who feared God. Little by little the reasonableness 
of what the pastor had said on that Sunday became a 
conviction. 

"Finally he said to himself, *Yes, I'm willing to pray over 
it' Then he even got so far as to be willing to read the tract 
which in his wrath he had jammed down in his pocket on that 
Sunday morning. But it wasn't easy, nevertheless, to go to 
church when the Sabbath rolled around. Indeed, it is an even 
chance that had he known beforehand the contents of the 
preacher's sermon, his would have been an empty place. 

**But he was there, and a second time came the pastor's 
appeal to mean business about Christ's big business. 

" *Christ claims first place in one's life, and how can one 
give first place,' said the pastor, *to Christ .and his program 
until he is ready to give him first place in his pocketbook? 
These were vital principles under the old Jewish law of the 
tithe." The old Jews were commanded to give the first tenth 
to God because it helped them to recognize God's first claim 
on everything. Surely, those of us who really will put Chris- 
tianity first and mean it will not hesitate to covenant to pay 
him at least the tenth and let it be the first tenth. And the 
tithe will do more than finance the Lord's work, it. will serve 
as a pledge to Jesus Christ that we mean to keep him and his 
kingdom first.' 

"If the church treasurer had not settled it, he certainly did 
settle it while the congregation was singing, *V\\ go where you 
want me to go, dear Lord; I'll do what you want me to do.' 
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For when the pastor gave the invitation to those who meant 
business about Chrisfs big business to the place where they 
were ready to sign the covenant to tithe to come forward and 
do so, the church treasurer was the first man on the spot. 

» 

"And the Nebraska pastor who tells his story says that not 
only was it the beginning of a new» era in that man's life, but 
it was the beginning of a new era in that church. 

"Four lessons we cari point out briefly from this story : 

"First: That Christ wants us to mean business about his big 
business of reconstructing the worlds No getting around this : 
*Seek ye first the kingdom of God* (Matt. 6. 24, 33). 

"Second: We can't really be sure we mean business about 
Christ's business until we are ready to 'consecrate' our pocket- 
books as a part of ourselves. Money talks. That is, money 
tells whether we are interested deeply or not. 

"Third : You canH really be sure that your pocketbook is on 
the altar until you are ready regularly to pay to Christ's work 
at least the *first fruits' of your income to prove it. To pay a 
tithe is to say, *Lord Jesus, I conseci'ate my all to thy big 
task, and here is my tenth to show you that I mean it.' 

"Fourth : Our Methodist Church is launching a great world- 
conquest program. More than a hundred millions of dollars 
has been raised, largely through the teaching of tithing 
stewardship; but better than raising the money is the new 
baptism of spiritual life. Is not this baptism the supreme need 
of the supreme opj)ortunity of our day?" 

Prohibitionists Dodge Bullets 

The following pages, which stand as a conclusion to this 
chapter, are taken from an address delivered by a secretary. 
The theme was largely the relation of the finances to the 
"spiritual" life of the church. 

"Let me lead to this discussion with an experience. Twenty 
years ago when a student at Drew, I was sent to a little charge 
up in the Jersey hills. It was a loving and loyal people but 
they had a hard time keeping enough oil in the machine. 
They had eight ways of raising their little financial budget 
— a quarterly collection, a church coUecXiotv, ^ '5i^^^\?\^^Aa.^^^'5^. 
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Home Festival, an annual oyster supper (and how those ladies 
could fry oysters, and how I did like themi), an annual Sunday 
school picnic — and I heard that they sold cigars and tobacco 
at a Methodist Sunday school picnic! When I said, Tou 
don't do that, do you, brothers?' they answered, *Ye-e-es,* and 
I said, 'We won't do that this year.' You should have seen 
them open their eyes. They thought they could not get along 
without that ; but we did, and we had a fine picnic too. Now, 
that makes six ways, and they had also a benevolence collec- 
tion and the Ladies* Aid — eight ways I 

*When we came to the end of the first year I said: 
'Brothers, this is awful. It is disgraceful. Let us stop all 
this nonsense and go down in our pockets and get the money 
and go out to the farms and the fields and on the hills and tell 
the people we want them to help support the gospel.' Again 
you should have seen them open their eyes I There was one 
good, warm-hearted brother with a long-beaked nose. I can 
see him yet. He opened his eyes as wide as an owl, and 
exclaimed as he threw up his hands, *0h, brother, brother, we 
never could do that* I said, 'Oh, yes, you can, yes, you can, 
brothers!' They believed me, and went right down in their 
pockets and out on the hills and farms and fields and got the 
money and we had money in the treasury when I left. Now 
that was a little reform anyway. 

"There was one man, a very quiet man who, when I started 
the missionary collection, said, 'Put me down for five hundred 
dollars and don't say anything about it.* So I put him down. 
A pretty good start. He had formed a partnership with the 
Lord. He was the chorister, and he and another man were 
good singers. Both were prohibitionists when it was not 
quite so popular. We found a Baptist preacher who was also 
a prohibitionist and good singer. I could sing a little, so we 
organized a quartet and went out to speak and sing for 
prohibition. 

"We were holding a meeting in a schoolhouse in a tough 
little town, five miles up the railroad, and were up singing a 
song when a desperado fired through the window. The bullet 
went between the two men, grazing the cheek of the first man 
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(he had a wife and seven children, only) and lodged in the 
wall behind us. Brother Ayers has that bullet in his safe for 
a souvenir. Of course the women fainted. We could not 
blame them for that — and we had to stop and straighten them 
up, but when we got things righted we went on and sang 
our song, and I made my speech just as if nothing had 
happened. We could not stop for a little thing like that. 

"When it was all over, those good men said, 'Pastor, we'll 
die by your side.' Not idle words, they had proved it. Their 
lives and their money were on the altar. They fived truly' 
consecrated lives. Well, friends, a pastor can do some 
business for God with that kind of an official board." 



CHAPTER XI 

THE FREEMASONRY OF STEWARDSHIP 

The younger churches in foreign lands are having a glorious 
opportunity to avoid the disastrous history of debts and 
dubious distractions which belong to some Of our own 
churches. They can begin right; and many of them are, 
indeed, beginning at the point just now reached by a few of 
the home congregations. The members are tithing and looking 
not only toward self-support but also toward extension of the 
mission work. 

It is not hard to teach stewardship principles along with 
the A B C of the gospel. They recommend themselves to 
many varieties of mind and experience. Tithing stewardship 
is only the definite and practical first step in a journey which 
leads immediately into a larger spiritual kingdom; and the 
Chinese, the Indian, and the African have already come to 
know it. 

The Right Mind 

One of the missionaries in the north of China writes that the 
whole advance of the church which is expected from the 
Centenary is based on stewardship. He explains: 

"In the youngest Annual Conference, the Kiangsi, the begin- 
ning of the Centenary has been celebrated by a tithing move- 
ment which makes every pastor, and many teachers and 
laymen, tithers. 

"In the Hinghwa Conference, where revolution and anarchy 
have held sway for months, almost complete self-support of 
the native ministry has been reached, some districts being 
above the one hundred per cent mark. No wonder this region 
boasts a larger percentage of Christians to the total popula- 
tion than any other in China. 

"Out in West China, where the bullets have been swishing 

Ii8 
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for more than two years, a church with a total membership 
of not more than three thousand and an average annual income 
per member hardly over $100 has already subscribed more than 
$52,000 gold for its Centenary gift. The secret lies in the fact 
that West China Conference is building up the largest body 
of tithers in Chinese Methodism — *Not only the stewardship 
of possessions, but stewardship of time is recognized as ' 
important thing/ 

"A feature of the great Central Institutional Church in* 
Foochow is the personal workers' band, which is carried on by 
such men as the provincial commissioner of education, a mem- 
ber of the provincial legislature, a doctor educated abroad, and 
members of the city's leading -families. 

"These men divide their acquaintanceship into groups and 
are constantly adding to the church membership the most 
influential men in Foochow. So well organized is this work 
that when the foreign chairman of the exceutive committee, 
Ralph A. Ward, came to America for the Centenary and later 
was followed by the Chinese pastor, Uong Gang Ho, the work 
of personal evangelism never faltered. 

"Stewardship of life is the third and greatest objective. At 
meetings recently held in Peking University almost fifty of the 
students consecrated their lives to the ministry. A large part 
of the Centenary in China will be given to the securing of the 
three thousand added preachers and teachers called for, and 
little difficulty is expected in finding them." 

Taking a Cue from China 

Another picture of stewardship getting hold of the Chinese 
mind comes from Dr. John Gowdy, president of the Anglo- 
Chinese College in Foochow : 

"Hang Ming is a man for whom I have great respect He 
is a man of clean living and high thinking, in many ways a 
model Christian, though somewhat austere. 

"One Sunday afternoon I went to call on him, for we had 
been close friends for many years. In the course of the 
conversation we eventually came to discuss the state of the 
church, its strength and its weakness. "Hl^ ^Tva>\>§ «av^^''^^^»2^. 
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is the matter with the church?' This gave me the chance I 
had been looking for, and I began to explain to him the bless- 
ing and privilege of stewardship, and of tithing. I said: 

" The great value of tithing lies in the fact that it changes 
your whole attitude. For example, I come iii to-day and ask 
you to give me twenty dollars for the pastor's support You 
wonder whether you can afford so much, and though you know 
it to be a good cause you give with some reluctance. Next 
week Mr. Smith comes and asks you for five dollars for the 
missionary collection and you at once think of the twenty 
dollars you gave last week and tell Mr. Smith you can't always 
be giving. Every time you are asked to give, you are im- 
mediately on the defensive, and if you do give, you give 
grudgingly. On the other hand, if you tithe, a tenth of your 
income is laid aside for just such purposes. Far from being 
on the defensive, you are looking for the best ways of 
spending it, you are really a man with spare money look- 
ing for a good investment. When appeals conie to you, 
your only question is, "Is this a wise use of the money?" If 
our people could all learn to do that, you wouldn't be asking 
me this afternoon "What is the matter witt the church?"' 

"Not long after this as I sat in church one Sunday morning, 
I saw Hang Ming in the pulpit, and when he rose to preach 
you may imagine my surprise when he took 'tithing' for his 
subject. He told to that great student audience the conversa- 
tion related above, and said that after I went away he knelt 
down and prayed about it. The result was that he has been 
a tithing steward from that day. 

"Last year Hang Ming gave $io to our church. This year 
to my knowledge he has given $30 to this same church, $60 to 
another of our churches in which he is interested, and $100 to 
a fund to help the little struggling churches of the district 
He has doubtless other forms of benevolences of which I 
know nothing; I happen to know these from my official rela- 
tion to the churches. The difference ? Nineteen to one I 

"And yet that is the smallest part of the difference, for 
Hang Ming, though a layman in Chinese government service, 
is going about the great city in which he lives preaching what 
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is to him a new gospeL It is a rare Sunday when he does not 
occupy some pulpit" 

Counting His Blessings 

"As I passed through Shanghai on my way home one of my 
old students came to see me. Most of all I was anxious to 
know whether in a strange city he had been true to his Chris- 
tian ideals, so I asked him about his church life. He said he 
had been attending the Independenf Church in Shanghai, but 
that now a group of men, wishing to hear the gospel in their 
own dialect, were starting a Union Church. 

"In order to support such a church a few of the group had 
agreed to tithe. My old student earned $90 a month, so he 
gave $9. He had promised to give $500 towards the new 
building, meanwhile giving $300 which he had promised the 
Independents while he was attending that church. 

"I remarked upon his generosity in giving so much and 
asked him why he did it 

" 'I am a very fortunate man,' he said. 'I have a lovely wife, 
and God has given us two lovely children. I just want to 
show him I appreciate what he is doing for' me. How could 
I give any less?*" 

Baxxex Christians in Kobea 

The Haiju Tithing Society in Korea came into existence, 
a missionary writes, as the result of a great need for a deeper 
consecration of the lives of the church members. 

"This society, which was conceived in a flame of spiritual 
enthusiasm, has been a wonderful factor in both the religions 
and financial progress of the district We claim for it a 
uniqueness that is perhaps unrivaled. It is more ^iritual than 
* financial, the emphasis being placed upon the sacred benefits 
accruing to the whole-hearted and honest tither. 

"There is a ritual, used upon entering this society, which 
matches in depth of fervor and beai3t>' of euphonious language, 
the ritual of our own Methodist Discipline. The ceremony 
is impressive and solemn, for sacred and heavy obligations are 
being voluntarily assumed by the new member. Tor^^'t^ ^^br. 
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close of the ceremony, the following three promises are given 
by the novice: 

" 'To give one tenth of his produce and income. 

" 'To seek to induce others to become tithers. 

" To surrender gladly the certificate of membership should 
he for any reason cease giving of his income, one tenth to 
the Lord's work/ 

"Then, as his name is ^eing called, he rises to his feet while 
others are prostrate in prayer and meditation. In the hush of 
this solemn moment he makes his vow directly to God, and 
God, who sees and knows, will hold him responsible for any 
violation. 

"The other unique characteristic of this organization is that 
it collects no funds for distribution, but allows every man the 
privilege of using his tithe as under God's direction he thinks 
best. Only a nominal annual due is collected. Thus the giver's 
direct responsibility to God is implanted in his thinking, and 
the society steers clear of all controversy and eliminates all 
discussion of how the society's funds are to be distributed to 
best advantage. 

"Our only meetings, twice a year, are to elect officers, to 
enroll new members, and to testify of blessings received in 
the giving of our money. While it is not obligatory to give 
an account of moneys spent, one dear farmer rose to his feet 
and read off the following carefully detailed statement. He 
evidently is a believer in diversified farming as well as in 
tithing. 

Yen Yen 

Wheat 31-50 Peanuts ; . . . . 2.00 

Millet 88.00 Potatoes 14.00 

Rice 30.00 Red peppers 4.20 

White beans 21.40 Turnips 5.50 

Peas 7.50 Pears 2.00 

Cane 4.20 Castor beans 1.20 

Red beans 4.20 Sesame 1.60 

Balance misc 1.60 

Total yen 218.70 
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Yen 

Toward Preacher's salanwi '. 4.80 

" New Church 5.40 

" Sundry Benevolences 3. 10 

" Church Society i .00 

" Balance on hand 4. 57 

Total yen 18.97 

"When he finished there arose a clamor of handclapping and 
bravos. Various and interesting were the other testimonies. 
Preachers told of a new spiritual life in the church. Laymen 
related their joy and ease in giving. One preacher, thoroughly 
on fire with this duty, told how he secured thirty-two mem- 
bers from his little weak circuit. It is weak no more, for he 
has them on fire too. Five preachers have hkd their salaries 
raised. The circuit, which for years was our weakest, and 
most to be coddled, has stepped up and amazed us by its 
financial pledges. Many of our Korean Christians have been 
giving more than a tenth. Their sacrifices are immortal. 

"But this society is making it more and more general and 
spreading a sense of systematic, and regular stewardship. As a 
result, out of ten circuits, only one of which was paying its 
own bills, we have created fifteen, five of them self-supporting, 
and six served ten per cent decrease two years in succession, 
in the apportionments to this district from our Missionary 
Society across the water. Every prominent man, every paid 
worker, every leader worthy of the appellation, is in this 
society. They came in carefully, slowly, by a rigorous 
impulse." 

In Burma 

Interesting echoes of the Centenary have come back to the 
mother church from Burma, which already has nine pledged 
tithing stewards and seventy-eight pledged intercessors. 
Some of the signatures to these pledges are in English. 

The Filipino Stewards 

A parish letter from the Philippines tells of the teaching q€ 
stewardship and adds : "While the peo^\^ \tv ^^\\^ ^\^\.VkKX -a.^^ 
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very poor and wages are small, yet tithing is practiced by the 
"best organized churches." • 

From another missionary comes the following record: 

"The infant church in the Philippines has stepped out into 
the realm of self-support For these fifteen years it has been 
fed by gifts from America. Last year the mission undertook 
a strenuous campaign for self-support. The members shied 
at the responsibility this would incur. Some said it could not 
be done. Others openly refused it. But many have lined up 
faithfully and with much pride in the proposition. 

"The church in Narvacan, Ilocos Sur, has established a plan 
by which the *Econims/ or church stewards, bring in the 
collected tithes. The superintendent has organized the entire 
district on the tithers' plan. Each church brings in its tithes 
and all are pooled in the hands of the district treasurer, and 
from this fund the entire pastoral force in the district is paid. 
In this way the strong churches help bear the burdens of the 
weak. 

"On one stormy, disagreeable afternoon I came in just in 
time to hear the roll call from the secretary, and as each 
church was called these faithful peasant men and women came 
forward and deposited on the table their collected tithes, till 
there was actually 980 pesos in cash there for distribution. 
Never had such a sight been seen before in the Islands. There 
was real tithing money given for love of stewardship. Their 
budget for two months called for something like 750 pesos 
and here was that much over! This surplus was promptly 
voted into the Domestic Missionary Society and is to be ex- 
pended in sending the gospel to the 'religious beyond*; for 
there are still cities and regions beyond where the Word has 
not been preached. 

"We may rest assured that such devotion, zeal, and liberal 
giving will make an unfading impression in the everlasting 
record of events that are worth while." 

How It Is Done in the Islands 

"When we returned to the Philippines five years ago we 
took charge of the Central District. The plans for that year 
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were for the support of fourteen native preachers in the 
district. The budget for them was $190 a month. It had 
been the plan to ask for pledges at the last Quarterly Con- 
ference. Few of the pledges had been paid, and the year 
before the actual monthly payment had been less than $25 per 
month. The membership was about seven thousand and in all 
the district we did not have more than two churches that 
were not in immediate need of rebuilding. Our building had 
been built of bamboo and soft woods. People were always 
expecting help in everything they attempted. 

"Immediately we began to make canvasses among the people 
and to talk stewardship. In 1914 we succeeded in getting all 
the preachers to tithe. Two left us that year because of lack 
of support. We closed the year with only twelve men but 
with pledges for the next year that would give the men better 
salaries. At that Conference we asked that $50 be taken from 
our budget from the mission. Before the end of that year 
we had 18 men at work, and at the close of 191 5 we asked the 
bishop to appoint 22 men and to reduce our budget to $65. 

"Meantime the preachers were being better paid than ever 
before. Churches were going up everywhere, and that in war 
times. July, 1917, found us with 26 preachers on the pay roll 
for which we were getting $45 from the mission and $260 from 
the people. Those were dark days for us then, for the mission 
could not afford even the $45. We wrote aMetter to every 
official in the church. We laid the matter before them and 
asked them to arrange to take over all the support of the 
churches by October of that year. Since November, 1917, 
every one of the churches has kept its promise, and no money 
has been paid their workers except by the people themselves. 
I tried out the system for fifteen months and found that only 
in a few cases did the workers suffer, and usually the worker 
was to blame for that. The average monthly payment in 1918 
was something more than $450. 

"ft is interesting to note that while this was going on this 
was what happened in the churches. 

"Pastors* salaries increased more than 100 per cent. 

"Sunday schools increased more thatv i"^ ^^x Q.^\iS.. 
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The membership grew from 7,000 to 14,000. 

'We built 25 good churches and a number of light material 
ones. Only one church in the district has escaped the hand 
of the builder. 

"The valuation of the church property is 400 per cent. 

"Along with this there has grown up a home mission society 
which began in 191 5. This society is composed largely of 
tithing stewards. It began by paying $5 a month to help an- 
other church. Last year it supported preachers in weak 
circuits at an expense of $60 a month, and is beginning this 
year with a budget of $100 a month. 

"This has not been accomplished without much prayer and 
patience and work. Some plans have been tried which work in 
one place and fail in another. But in the maip we saw what 
was required — consecrated evangelistic preaching that saves 
men from sin, making clear the obligations we owe to God, 
and organizing the tithing stewardship bands and the mission- 
ary societies. We had weeks of training on tithing steward- 
ship and weeks of Bible study. Never a Bible study without 
the nights given to evangelistic work in which we trained the 
leaders to help win men. Stewardship fires bum brightly in 
the Philippines in proportion to the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit among our people. They recognize this, for when a man 
ceases to tithe they call him a malamig na kapatid, a *chilly 
brother* — their word for the 'backslider.' 

"There are scores of incidents we might relate, but none 
which affect me more than one poor little church we have. It 
is a little village built out at sea where the whole land is sub- 
merged at high tide. Their houses and our chapel are built 
on poles. The few families there have only what the sea 
brings them from day to day. When they wanted a church 
they built one. When they wanted a baby organ they bought 
one. Then they decided to hire their own preacher and hired 
him. Every Sunday they pay their preacher and pay their 
dues in the District Missionary Society. 

"Go to the church on a Sunday and you will see the men and 
women sitting on the floor and the babies playing about. The 
Sunday school closes and they begin a stewardship song. One 
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by one they rise and go to the table and there put down as the 
Lord through his big sea has prospered them the week gone by. 
Coppers and silver, rice and fish, maybe the price of a baby 
pig or a goat. But always all they need and* some for the 
neighbor. This place has become a haven of rest for the 
tired preacher, and now when we have a man who is not well 
and needs an easy year we send him to these simple Christian 
stewards who so .truly love the Lord." 



CHAPTER XII 
GOD DRAWS NO COLOR LINE 

The idea of stewardship, as well as the word itself, came 
out of the Orient, and is familiar to the Oriental mind. The 
Western word, "trusteeship," has much more of a legalistic 
and formal character, and never carries quite the same per- 
sonal connotation. "The steward knows nothing of legal 
requirements. He is the personal representative of a living. 
Master. His keen ambition is to know his Master's mind, and 
then, unbidden, to fulfill his Master's program. He is not a 
servant except in a high and confidential capacity. Like 
Eliezer in the tents of Abraham, 'All the goods of his master 
are in his hand.' Therefore honor is the one outstanding 
condition of stewardship." 

Oriental literatures are full of references to stewards, their 
responsibilities and the great trust confided to them. Not only 
do the sacred writers frequently use the words "steward" and 
"stewardship," but they also point some of the most striking 
lessons by th? use of the stewardship idea. 

Perhaps it is in India that, more than anywhere else, 
stewardship comes to the native mind as a familiar and con- 
genial thing. The Indian knows what stewardship is, and 
he also knows what giving is. During a Hindu festival wor- 
shipers fling their wealth into the Ganges. The great multi- 
tude throw copper pice, and the rich devotees consign silver 
and even gold to the sacred stream. With the teaching of 
Christian stewardship they are ready to combine their notions 
of the administration of a trust and the giving of their wealth 
for their religion. 

One of the missionaries to India relates the following story 
of an Indian convert: 
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An Epic Out of India 

"I knew him as he used to be — Gulzari Lai, which, being 
interpreted, means *the Ruby of Love/ 

"He had a forceful personality, but came to the pastorate 
of the city church with the usual dependence on American 
money and American missionaries that has characterized in 
the past the bulk of our Indian mission workers. 

"The American Mission was regarded by him, as by the 
t3rpical Indian worker, as, first, father, the author of his Chris- 
tian life; then, mother, who tenderly nursed him through all 
ills and misfortunes ; also, employer, the absolutely dependable 
source of his salary ; then, hanker, a mighty treasure-house o( 
unending bags of rupees and crisp government currency note^ 
for all who found favor in his eyes; in addition, lawyer — 
wonderfully backing him in all sorts of law-suits and legal 
complications; finally, guardian, commissioner of the poor, 
executor and undertaker, all in one i 

"The reach of the American Mission extended to every 
possible path one might tread, from baby days to deathbed, 
from old to young, and happy the man whose existence was 
tied up to it ! 

"Now, there you have in an embellished nutshell what 
Gulzari Lai had in his thinking as he took up the mission quar- 
ters furnished to the pastor of the church in the spacious 
'compound' owned by the Mission. But Gulzari Lai was 
destined for a new day. He was himself to get new light, and 
then lead his people from the Egypt of abject dependence into 
the Canaan of honorable self-support. 

"All his life Gulzari Lai had heard of 'self-support,* but he 
never had made a vital application of the principle to the 
circuits he had thus far served. 

" *Chanda' (collections) he had pushed to the limit, accept- 
ing poultry, eggs, grain, vegetables, and even goats, in lieu of 
cash, but all that he had ever received for the local support 
of the church was really negligible when it came to meeting 
the bills. 

"Lik« his brethren, he always repotted \^tt^^^ Vv^osKt^'y^ 
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at the District Conference sessions, and then cast about for 
legitimate reasons, to report similarly next year. 

''It was at this time that Gulzari Lai came into possession of 
a little book on Christian stewardship. He was familiar, of 
course, with the name, but, for the first time he now linked 
it up with the actual business of his church. He also found 
a missionary, his new district superintendent, who had an 
unusual faculty for making people think. It was he who gave 
Gulzari Lai a new angle of vision, and made Christian 
stewardship a daily reality. 

** 'Why not have a church in which the membership live% 
works, and gives on the basis of stewardship principles — why 
not have it here?' This question, tactfully kept to the front 
in Gulzari Lai's thinking by the talks and articles of the 
missionary, finally brought the Indian pastor to a fixed de- 
termination. He would make a supreme effort to bring his 
entire church membership to accept stewardship as a life 
purpose, and to adopt the tithe as the basis of its expression. 

''Now, an ideal of this sort is one thing, and a working 
demonstration of it is quite another. But Gulzari Lai was 
himself a different man now, which is the kernel and core of 
this story. 

"He recognized with new understanding that he had, in addi- 
tion to the large percentage of boys and girls of the mission 
schools, an unusually fine body of laymen. These were clerks 
in the government offices, stenographers and typists in large 
business houses, mechanics and workmen in the factories, 
shopkeepers and school-teachers. 

"With the backing of the missionary, the help of special 
literature, definite teaching on every suitable occasion from his 
pulpit, and more pointed praying, than he had ever used before, 
Gulzari Lai carried the congregation. 

"Of course, first of all, the boys and girls found that they 
had a real place in the affairs of the congregation. Next the 
membership got interested in the week-day life of the church. 
Then an Indian miracle occurred — the church treasurer began 
to report large unexpended balances. Repairs were under- 
taken by the people and the building was refurnished. City 
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missionary work was opened up, and conducted by laymen. 
The congregation grew noticeably, and the people became 
eager to have some share in the work of the church. The 
Sunday school and the £p worth League. took on new tone and 
vigor. 

"Articles began to get into the Indian Christian papers about 
the great revival of practical Christianity in that church. The 
pastor became an, outstanding leader among his brethren in 
the Conference. Inside of three years there was a new and, 
for the first time, appropriate house of worship for the 
congregation. The church had become a national asset to 
the American Mission. 

"These are the bare facts. But the best part is this — similar 
results can be and now are being realized elsewhere in the 
Indian mission field. Such churches alone can measure up to 
the demands of the new national aspirations of our people. 

"Politically, socially, and economically, a new era has begun 
for India. The church must adjust herself to it. We cannot 
hold the eager spirits that the new India is generating unless 
we make possible for them financially independent churches, 
in which they themselves can grow, and which can represent 
them in the work that a new India mak^s possible. 

"Gulzari Lai is becoming a type of the modern Indian pastor 
who shall lift the Indian Church to its place of national power. 
The laymen have now a breadth and dignity in their concep- 
tions that make forever impossible the old day of dependence 
on the 'Mission.' 

"And these are but an outstanding group. Hundreds of 
similar, though lesser groups, afe found in towns and villages 
— for India herself is tasting the satisfying fruits of service 
and sacrifice. With the principles of Christian stewardship at 
the very heart of her church life, India will enter into a new 
day." 

A Breeze from the Himalayas 

"The Garhwal District, North India Conference, in its 
session of October, 1917, took a long step forward toward 
getting in line with the stewardship revival. TK^ -^^or^o^^ 
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was to begin tithing, and to begin at once. The missionary, 
of course, was prepared to present the matter to the people, but 
he kept praying that some Indian brother would volunteer to 
preach the sermon so that it would *go down' better. . 

"In answer to his prayer, the Rev. I. Silas sent a note asking 
the privilege of preaching the sermon from the text, Malachi 
3. 10. So, at the appointed time. Brother Silas rose to speak 
with his text written on the blackboard standing on the pulpit 
by his side. 

"His sermon was a winner. At the close he stepped for- 
ward and invited all who would to sign the tithing pledge with 
him. There was a ready and instantaneous response. The 
people crowded around the table; and preachers, teachers, 
Bible readers, and laymen, with salaries ranging from two 
dollars a month to thirty, signed the tithing stewardship pledge 
with joy unfeigned. 

"The meeting closed by singing *A11 Hail the Power of 
Jesus* Name!* which was a sufficient benediction for that in- 
spiring, epoch-making meeting of the Garhwal District Con- 
ference." 

Under the Cashew Tree 

Not only in India, which boasts of ancient culture and ancient 
civilization, does the stewardship teaching take root. It comes 
with convincing force to tribes and peoples whose only religion 
has heretofore been embodied in fetishism and whose civiliza- 
tion has not moved far from cannibalism. It is related that 
an African woman, after hearing the story of the gospel for 
the first time, turned to a companion and said, "I always knew 
there ought to be a God like that, and now I know there is." 
And when they "know** in this fashion, they are ready to re- 
fashion their lives according to stewardship principles. 

"One of the trees native to Africa is called the cashew tree. 
In its full growth it is wide-spreading and beautiful, bearing 
fruit capable of distillation into strong liquor. But like that 
historic haystack at Williams College, which for a few 
moments sheltered the enthusiastic and consecrated youths 
who gave their lives to missions, so a certain cashew tree in 
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Africa sheltered once a group of people who started a new 
movement for a new day. 

"Three African workers were supported by the Christians of 
Inhambane District, Africa, a few years ago. It was a spas- 
modic sort of support, however, for the people were poor, and 
crop failure was not uncommon. Unless the grain was 
watched every minute, birds would ruin the plants before they 
reached maturity, monkeys would strip a field bare in a few 
minutes, or a large animal like the rhinoceros trample the 
ground to a mud wallow in search of tender shoots. 

"So things went on in Inhambane for several years, the 
Christians giving in a generous but haphazard way, and with 
little progress either in the number of members or in their 
giving. 

"At last, one day a group of Christians met under a cashew 
tree to talk over conditions. They decided on a plan, and 
took it to the missionary for approval. After prayer and 
thought, he promised to push the plan in the substations. 

"Out from under the tree, whose fruit is used to make a 
strong alcoholic drink, a movement was started which is now 
just striking Methodism as a whole. It was the plan of 
systematic giving by every member and probationer. 

"In one year $1,300 was secured for self-support, and where 
three workers had been supported, under the new plan thirty- 
five received help from this fund in amounts ranging from $6 
to $288 a year. The next year there was an increase of $700, 
making the total over $2,000. Forty-eight workers were then 
put on the pay roll. The entire sum was given methodically by 
probationers as well as members, at the rate of two and one- 
half cents a week. 

"If the people of Africa can adopt tithing stewardship, 
surely the Christians of the United States will not find it 
impossible." 

Thinking Black and Giving Gold 

When news of the Methodist Centenary reached the mission- 
aries in Africa, the stewardship message, like a lifeboat, went 
along with it. Churches which had tvevex cv^\\fc ^Ocv\r.m^^ 'y^V 
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support began to think that they might do better, and churches 
which had arrived at the period of self-support began to think 
about helping others. In the interesting little republic of 
Liberia the Centenary created a stir. Perhaps one would 
scarcely have thought of linking together the Centenary and 
a modern cafeteria, and placing them together in the capital 
of Liberia; but the news of the "quota" sent out by Bishop 
Camphor started the thing going. 

"On almost any day last summer children might be seen 
standing on the street corners of Monrovia, Liberia, selling 
bananas, rice, peanuts, or cakes. They were zealous little 
venders, hawking their wares with all the force of their lungs. 

"Farther down the street, in a busy section, a cafeteria, con- 
ducted by women, fed scores of business men, shoppers, and 
townspeople daily. It was a popular place and well patronized. 

"In the course of time the children, the manager of the 
cafeteria, the cashier and the waiters, all with one mind, 
started out and helped swell the stream of people that made 
their way toward the First Church. There was solemn excite- 
ment on the face of every person as he traveled churchward. 
They were all carrying a purse or handkerchief-wrapped 
package, and their freshly starched garments created a Sabbath 
rustle. 

"It was Centenary Sunday, and I had gone there to conduct 
the services and receive the thank-offering. First Church, 
Monrovia, is not a large or a wealthy church according to 
American standards, but it is rich in spirit and in enthusiasm. 
The members* are for the most part boatboys, bricklayers, 
washerwomen, and mechanics. Boatboys make, on the aver- 
age, $10 a month, washerwomen as little as $1.50 a month, 
while teachers, who are the best paid, receive the maximum of 
$15 a month. 

"It meant sacrifice for those people when they brought 
their gold to the altar. It meant that each person had saved 
and worked overtime to give. Later, when the money was 
counted and deposited at the bank, the figures showed that 
the members of .First Church had given to the Centenary fund 
over $2,500, half of a pledge for $5,000. 
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"The spirit of First Church toward the aiiris of the Cente- 
nary are expressed in the words of the president of the 
republic, who is also a member of the First Church, when he 
wrote, *I would be pleased. Bishop Camphor, if you would say 
to the Church in America that our hearts and souls are in this 
Centenary movement just as earnestly as any. We are de- 
termined to -muster such a quota as will measure our full 
ability/ " 

Could any church do better ? 

Silver Offerings in Africa 

As soon as the Centenary plans were known to the pastor 
and principal of the school at Quionqua, in West Africa, he 
took the occasion to launch a stewardship program. It was 
not the first time he had done this, so nobody in the congre- 
gation had brainstorm. 

At the close of the sermon, which was chiefly on tithing 
stewardship, the pastor announced that the following Sunday 
tithes and offerings for home missions would be received. 
The story, told in The Christian Advocate, continues: 

"He reminded the people of the new work just started and 
the prospect of more new stations in the near future. He 
asked them to promise nothing, but to pray and to give as the 
Lord had prospered them. The hearty verbal response and 
their willingness to help was gratifying. We decided that it 
would be nice to try and give to the Lord a silver offering*, in 
so far as possible. 

"We have over one hundred school children who have no 
money, and who had nothing to give. We give them some 
work each week during a rest hour to earn the penny which 
they give in the regular offering. We planned work which 
they might do for gain during the noon hour and after school 
in the evening, and never was work more willingly or quickly 
done. Everybody was on the run from morning till night. 
The boys arose while it was yet dark and had prayers, so that 
as soon as it was light enough to see, they could get in one 
hour of thank-offering work.' Never was there such a general 
spirit of good will and never were the children so ea.?»^ \.<^ 
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manage. They were never willing to quit until it was too 
dark to work. 

"When, on Friday and Saturday, they began to sum up what 
they had earned, they- could hardly believe the result When 
the girls saw what they could do, they quickly said, 'We will 
give a silver offering every month and support a station of our 
own.' They chose their missionary. When the toys heard it, 
they said, 'The girls sha'n't outdo us,' and they chose a station 
where there are two workers. 

"One boy in the mission has shown himself quite skillful in 
hunting, and during the shortage of food he and a member of 
the staff have been largely supplying the many mouths at the 
mission with venison. Instead of working as the others did he 
spent his hours in hunting. He promised the Lord an offering 
of sixty cents if he got a deer. Early in the week he shot a 
small deer, but it got away. Later he shot a larger one, but it 
also got away. He came to Friday evening with no offering 
in sight. He arose in the night and prayed again about his 
deer, telling the Lord, as he said, that there was but one day 
left in which to give him his offering. 

"Long before daylight he arose and prayed again, and taking 
his gun started on the last hunt. He had not gone more than a 
half hour's walk until he saw a herd of water buck, the size of 
cows. He singled one out and fired, and down she went. He 
rushed up and caught her by the horns and quickly cut her 
throat. Before seven o'clock he arrived at the mission, out of 
breath and trembling from head to foot, asking for the oxen 
and cart to haul her in. He said > *I asked the Lord and he 
heard me. I will not longer thank him with sixty cents. I 
will give him a dollar.' 

"Sunday morning dawned bright and clear. The villagers 
began coming to us with copper and paper, to be changed into 
silver. One widow brought ten dollars, to be changed into 
silver, in order to pay a debt, as she said* She told us she 
was asleep the night before when some one came and hit her 
with a cane and said: *You have a debt. You must pay it.' 
She said, *Yes, I will give so much.' But he said, 'No, you give 
so much.* She pointed to the one and two-cent pieces o£ 
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copper she hiad been accustomed to give, and said : 'That isn't 
£fiving. To-day I will pay my debt, and I am rejoicing. All 
this ten is going into the basket/ 

"When we, entered the church every face was aglow with 
interest and delight. There was to be no children's exercise, 
no special program of any kind, just a silver offering for Him 
who gave his all for us. The Sunday school lesson was on 
the feeding of the five thousand, and so fitted beautifully 
into the thought for the day. When the time came for. the 
offering, all marched around the altar and placed the offering 
in the basket, singing 'Marching to Zibn.' 

"When the offering was counted the people were wild with 
joy. They had given $63.95. The villagers said, *If the 
sichools have each taken a special station, we will take ours too.' 
and they chose the one they wanted to support. Everyone was 
happy. We sang and praised the Lord from our hearts. 

"At the close of the service an invitation was given to 
hungry hearts, and eight came forward and prayed earnestly. 
Seven of them went away satisfied. 

"Since the average wage for unskilled labor is from fifteen 
to twenty cents a day, we know that in many cases there was . 
real sacrifice. But the people have begun to learn the real joy 
of giving, and we shall look forward with great interest to 
these monthly missionary offerings." 

Joel and Jacob 

Tithing stewardship has also reached the Congo Mission, 
and done much towards transforming the habits of the new 
converts. The following story of two boys came from one 
of the mission schools : 

"Jacob and Joel had both been tithers for three years. Their 
income, while in school, was upwards of ten francs, or some- 
times as much as twenty francs a month, and it always seemed 
a simple and easy matter for both of them to tithe an income 
of that size. 

"They had readily accepted our teaching regarding steward- 
ship. Our ideas of the native church were tiv^l m ^ ^^•^^^'^•5^5^'^ 
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time, it should be self-supporting and self-propagating. 
Stewardship lies at the very basis of such support. 

"Our study of the Bible had led to the conclusion that the 
tithe was the Lord's; that it is required of all, in return for 
the benefits of living on the earth and using the resources God 
has placed here. Our pupils readily accepted this teaching 
and acted upon it. 

"In 191 3 these two young men were engaged for some six 
months at Kapanga in helping to build the mission station 
there. They had not drawn their wages during that time and 
when they arrived at Kambove something like one hundred 
and fifty francs was due each one of them. 

"When I handed Joel's pay to him he pocketed the entire 
amount without a word. I felt it my duty then to remind 
him of his former practice of tithing and asked if he were not 
willing to continue. He knew exactly how much it would be — 
fifteen francs. But that fifteen francs looked awfully good to 
him and seemed to be very much more. He did not look at the 
one hundred and thirty-five francs and think how much was 
left, but rather his thought was on those fifteen francs and the 
thought that they were as much as he had ever received in a 
whole month up to very recently, and he could not think of 
giving so much at one time to the Lord. But he counted out 
two or three francs, and with a self-satisfied smirk said to 
put that in the collection money. The subsequent history 
of these two young men is interesting in this connection. 

"Joel very soon asked our consent to leave the school for the 
purpose of going home. But he did not go home. He went off 
elsewhere, spending nearly all of his one hundred and fifty 
francs for food and clothing far beyond his needs. It was a 
fatal step; for in the four years since he left school he has 
lost ground spiritually, and, from what one of his chums tells 
me, it seems that he has gone off into gross sin. 

"Jacob, on the other hand, when I counted out his pay, very 
quickly and in a most matter-of-fact way, counted out fifteen 
francs and gave it to me. He said that it belonged to God, 
and it was put with the other church money. 

"Jacob went to his home, a thousand miles away, seeking a 
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Christian wife. While engaged in that quest he was busy in 
preaching the Word throughout the villages on his trip, and a 
revival broke out and many were converted. He was impor- 
tuned by missionaries to join their forces of workers, but he 
declined, saying that his call was to the Linda people, which 
meant, in his case, the foreign missionary call. So, .as soon 
as he had found an acceptable wife in Ruth, he returned the 
one thousand miles to his work, and he has put in about 
four years of very efficient and successful work among this 
tribe." 

Stewardship is the one thing which no missionary can fail 
to teach. From every field in which Methodism is at work, 
testimony has come regarding the efficacy, the compelling force 
and the saving power of Christian stewardship. From 
Singapore, from Burma and from Africa, South America, 
Japan, Mexico, and Malaysia, tithing stewards have already 
been enrolled, and the teaching has scarcely begun! 

A missionary in Africa writes: 

"In talking with a committee of native Christians who were 
arranging what each member of the church was to give to a 
special collection for home missions, they asked some of the 
girls to give their entire wages of three or four months. I 
protested, saying that was rather high. One girl replied, *It 
might be for a white man ; but not for a black girl who found 
Jesus within the last year.'" 

The gospel of Christian stewardship knows no color line, 
halts at no boundaries, and ever works its memorable miracles ! 



CHAPTER XIII 
BUYING BLESSINGS WITH THE TITHE 

Giving for . the Kingdom enriches the soul. The deepest 
blessings, so far as the individual is concerned, come to the 
giver and not to the recipient of the tithes and offerings. Like 
prayer, giving is an act of worship. It helps the seeker after 
God to cut loose from the ever-threatening bonds of selfish- 
ness, covetousness, and pride of possessions, and enlists his 
interest in the most practical way in the fortunes of other men. 
For this reason the giving of tithes and offerings must always 
be the primary step leading into the larger life of complete 
stewardship. 

When, however, the principle of the tithe has once been 
settled, then its expenditure becomes a question of great im- 
portance. Deciding how. to invest the tithe is a continual means 
of education and self-realization — making the best self real. 
Therein lie many repetitions of the first joy of giving "to the 
Lord," for in the course of time that joy will be reflected back 
from many happy human faces. The tither need not feel en- 
tirely hopeless about the misery and stagnation of life which 
he finds in the world, for he has at his command a power 
wherewith to set flowing the living streams of blessing. He 
can help a neighbor in distress, he can rescue a child left in a 
particularly bad plight, he can help a young man, who has had 
a hard blow, to get on his feet again. These ministrations 
are by their very nature personal, not official, and it is for this 
reason that the distribution of the tithe must be kept a personal 
thing, even when the steward chooses to join others in 
some form or organization for more effective cooperative 
effort, else the steward loses his share of the blessings bought 
with the tithe. 

140 
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Purpose of the Tithe 

The key to the general purpose of the tithe, which should 
be kept in mind in its distribution, is that it was originally 
intended for the support of the priesthood and the mainte- 
nance of religious services. Both the apportionment of alms 
and the spread of religious teaching were entrusted to the 
church as an institution, and it was for these purposes that 
the tithes were to be used. No man was expected to use his 
tithe to pay his college debts, to buy religious books, or to 
support his poor relations; but for the express purpose of 
extending the kingdom of God upon earth. 

It frequently happens, however, that individuals wish to use 
their tithe for chosen charities known perhaps only to them- 
selves. In these instances too the primary object is obvious — 
the advancement of the kingdom. In a sense, wherever is the 
separated portion, there is God's storehouse. It is not "dedi- 
cated" as are the free-will offerings; it is already the Lord's 
money. As it is the individual's honesty and consecration 
which leads him to acknowledge God's ownership by setting 
aside the tithe, so it must be his wisdom and sanctified judg- 
ment which enables him to dispose of it in accordance with 
God's will. 

Fellowship with God is the purpose of Christian steward- 
ship ; that we may work in partnership with God in the serious 
business of life; that we may thus become acquainted with him 
and his plans — may become like him. One of the dangers in 
religious life is that certain necessary exercises may be taken 
for the whole of duty ; and so the paying of the tithe is often 
mistaken for the whole of stewardship. The tithe should be 
separated as soon as earned, but the steward cannot stop there. 
The largest blessings follow upon careful administration of 
the amount. In handling the values which we count most 
sacred, we turn to God for counsel, to consider his desires, to 
become acquainted with him; and he finds ways of enlighten- 
ing our understanding and guiding our judgment. 

One pastor recently wrote us that the ordinary tither is not 
intelligent enough nor honest enough to administer his own 
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tithe. If the soul that proves its allegiance to its heavenly 
Father by the payment of the tithe is not intellig^ent and honest 
enough to administer the tithe, who under heaven can be 
trusted with this duty? And who can administer the other 
nine tenths of his income, which presents a problem nine times 
as large as the tithe? 

Since fellowship with God is the aim not only of setting 
aside but also of administering the tithe, then the question 
of distribution becomes of deepest personal import The 
honest heart who truly desires to work in partnership with 
God will persist until he discovers the best method for himself. 
He may choose to divide his tithe into three parts ; one-thifd 
for the local church budget, one-third for church benevolences, 
and one-third as a contingent fund for specific personal chari- 
ties. In this division, the primary object is obvious and un- 
mistakable : the advancement of the kingdom. 

With the growing number of tithing stewards in Methodism, 
many questions have come to the central office concerning 
possible methods of organization for the purpose of cooper- 
ative effort. Far and wide among the membership has arisen 
a desire to know what are the methods best adapted to an 
effective and wise distribution of the tithe ; and it is with the 
wish to answer a few of these questions that the following 
section, on various forms of organization, is written. 

Organization 

Obviously, the stewardship principle is not dependent upon 
any single, specific form of Organization; but organization is 
nevertheless a help to tithing stewards both practically and 
spiritually. Collective effort, if managed in the right way, 
brings with it many advantages. Fellowship among tithers 
within the church often helps the individual to decide better 
than he would be able to decide alone; it multiplies his per- 
sonal contacts; it enables the tithers to examine and discuss 
the needs of the church and community, to distribute funds 
with greater justice, and to participate in activities which the 
individual alone could not reach. Within the group, the Chris- 
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tian steward finds his "countenance sharpened by the face of a 
friend." 

It may be urged that it is not wise to set up another 
organization within the church. This objection has, in prac- 
tice, been found to be theoretical and imaginary rather than 
real. The formation of tithing-stewards* bands is primarily 
for educational and promotional purposes. Not only should 
they be simple in organization, but when possible they should 
be linked up with the Unit System or whatever working plan 
has been adopted by the church. Sometimes it will be found 
advisable to form several smaller groups within a larger 
tithers' association, for convenience in practical administration. 
Leaders of small groups can do their work more easily and 
quickly; more workers are actually enlisted, and the group 
spirit often works to better advantage where the numbers are 
few. 

A simple organization can easily be launched by securing a 
meeting of the tithers and electing a committee to nominate 
officers: a president, secretary, and treasurer. The members 
then covenant among themselves to pay the full tenth of their 
income for the advancement of the kingdom. The treasurer 
keeps the financial records. The officers, chairmen of . the 
various committees, probably with the pastor — if he be a tither 
— will constitute an executive committee^ which will have a 
general discretionary oversight of the work of the band. The 
important feature of the organization is that the tithers them- 
selves shall decide how and for what purposes the whole tithe 
shall be administered. 

The Unit System 

The most simple method of establishing a stewardship 
organization is to use the Unit System as a basis wheVever 
possible. In churches where the Unit System is in operation 
the tithing stewards can organize according to the plan just 
outlined, and suggest nominees for a stewardship representa- 
tive on the local church council and the stewardship workers 
on the various units. These will form the stewardship council 
of the church. 
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This organization is working effectively in hundreds of 
churches. It has been found that the personal sense of 
stewardship is fostered in a church which has an organization 
as informal as the one described. Stewardship teaching grows 
apace; intelligence concerning missionary fields is encouraged; 
ability to cooperate is developed. Moreover, by this method 
unwise distribution of the funds of God's treasury is prevented, 
and the church becomes the clearing house for all kinds of 
missionary and community service. 

Always the democratic and voluntary nature of the steward- 
ship organization must be maintained ; and whatever the plan, 
the personal responsibility of the members must be recognized. 
A pastor writes that his church has been "transformed from 
a needy field to a working force" through a stewardship 
organization in which the unit leaders were all lined up for 
cooperative work. Continual testimony comes to the office as 
to the ease and efficiency with which tithing associations of 
every sort fit into the Unit System. 

The Storehouse Plan 

In- some churches the storehouse plan is being used to 
advantage. The tithers agree to bring the full tenth into the 
local church, in a specially prepared envelope, to be received 
by the treasurer of the tithers' band, and proportioned by him 
to the current expenses, the benevolences, and the contingent 
fund, always according to the vote of the tithers. 

The storehouse plan is always emphatically a matter of 
cooperation, and it functions only where there is both ability 
and willingness on the part of the members of the tithing 
associations to get together and do team work. Many times 
has it been proved that an entire congregation can unite to 
promote a mighty kingdom enterprise without in the least 
sacrificing the personal freedom of the individual stewards. 
For example, the entire Wyoming Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church has officially adopted the storehouse plan. 
The Tithers' Association of Geneva Church has a well- 
testejd, practicable method of carrying on their enterprises 
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through a modified storehouse plan which leaves freedom to 
the individual. 

The Centenary Storehouse Covenant is a pledge which, used 
in the form given below or adapted to meet special needs, has 
been put into practical operation in many churches. Note how 
effectually the individual tither is protected and given all the 
advantages of the organization, with personal freedom in the 
distribution of his tithes. This covenant is flexible, and can 
be adapted to the needs of any church. 

Th£ Centenary Storehouse Covenant ' 

We, the undersigned members of the parish of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church of 

in the presence of God, do covenant as follows: 

1. In loving loyalty to our Lord and as an acknowl- 
edgment of his ownership, we covenant to pay the 
tithe of our income for the purpose of maintaining 
and extending the kingdom of God. 

2. Secondly, we do covenant with ourselves and 
' with our God that we will bring the Lord's portion, the 

full tenth of our income, into the storehouse, that as 
he has commanded, "There may be meat in mine 
house" for the building of the kingdom. 

3. We agree that this money shall be cared for by 
the treasurer of the Tithers* Association and divided, 
at the discretion of the Executive Committee and the 
pastor, proportionately between the support of the 
gospel, the various benevolent enterprises of the 
church, and other work of the kingdom, as shall be 
agreed upon by the Association. 

4. We further agree, in that liberty which is in 
Christ, in case of unusual tithe or special divine lead- 
ing, any individual shall deem it necessary that he 
shall direct the division oi' his tenth, that he may be 
permitted to do so by written order to the treasurer, 
a full record of such transaction to be kept in the 
books of the Association. 

5. We further agree that havitv^ txvXfcxt^ \w\ft *^^s» 



146 ADVENTURES IN STEWARDSHIP 

covenant, we will not be under obligation to sign 
any additional subscription or pledge for any church 
work or benevolences. Our dues to any of the au- 
thorized church organizations to which we may belong 
will be paid by the treasurer of the Tithers Associa- 
tion out of the tithe money on written orders ap- 
proved by the Executive Committee. But in case we 
make additional contributions "according as the Lord 
has prospered" us they will be regarded as free-will 
or thank offerings. 

6. That for any matters not herein provided the 
Executive Committee and the pastor are empowered 
to act in the best interests of the church and the 

kingdom Conference 

District Charge. 



It was voted by one such association that forty per cent 
of the receipts should be paid for current expenses, twenty 
per cent for benevolences, and forty per cent should be placed 
in a contingent fund. At the end of the first month the 
treasurer of the church paid all salaries, cleaned up all old bills, 
and met their benevolent apportionments in full — "for prob- 
ably the first time in the history of the church," the secretary 
reports. 

Other associations have apportioned the funds on the 
principle "As much for others as ourselves." This would 
give fifty per cent to the local church (perhaps four fifths for 
regular expenses and one fifth for special needs), while the 
other fifty per cent would be divided proportionately between 
the Board of Home Missions, the Foreign Board and other 
specified benevolences. 

In every such adaptation of the storehouse plan the general 
policy of division is determined by the vote of the tithers. 
The plan of division should be made and adopted for the 
Conference year, or some other specified time; and a careful 
review of conditions, including local and community needs, 
should be made before the next year's plans are voted upon. 
Such plans should safeguard the church in its function of 
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carrying on the work of the kingdom by guaranteeing not 
only a supply of money as needed, but a continuous supply of 
consecrated members. 

In this way the modified covenant meets the wishes of 
those who feel that the tithing steward should determine the 
exact use of the tithe, and also of those others who place the 
emphasis upon "bringing in" the whole tithe into the store- 
house of the church. Each steward has a voice in determining 
what portion of the tithers' funds shall go to the local church, 
what to mission fields and other benevolences; and with the 
establishment of the "contingent fund" or some similar 
measure, each steward can also upon occasion direct his own 
tithe into a special channel. His agreement being for one 
year, or some other specified time, he annually reviews his 
relations to the kingdom. 

It has been urged by some that "plans" of any sort are 
only for emergencies. Well, is not the church of God in an 
emergency? Has it ever yet met the needs of the world? 
Is not the load of ignorance, sickness, and sin always larger 
than the church is able to lift? 

Perhaps those who, on the one haftd, urge entire individual 
responsibility, and those who, on the other hand see salvation 
only in the "storehouse" of the church, can meet in the plat- 
form of what might be called "conservation of personality." 
To choose any "plan" merely as an arbitrary thing is both 
unbusinesslike and unscriptural. God does not value money 
above personality, financial efficiency above spiritual enlarge- 
ment, nor material things above manhood. Money has no 
value whatsoever except as it contributes to the personal 
development of humanity. In holding "things" in our posses- 
sion there is no contribution to character; only in getting, 
conserving for opportunity, and then disposing according to 
God's will, can we extract spiritual health and power out of 
"things." 

One of the most interesting examples, not only of the results 
of stewardship teaching, but also of the effective working out 
of a primitive storehouse plan, is given in a report of the 
Philippine Islands Annual Conferetvc^, m Qcv^."^\fcT ^f^, ^-^^-^^ 
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Sunday the men and women of the congregation come together 
for service and Sunday school. They sit on the floor, and 
the children play about. At the close of Sunday school, while 
they sing a tithing song, each tithing steward rises, goes to a 
table, and places there his tithe and his offering, according as 
he has prospered during the week gone by. "Copper and 
silver, rice and fish, maybe the price of a baby pig or goat; 
but always all they need and some for the neighbor." Here 
is a storehouse plan working effectively. It is an illustration 
that stewardship insistence is both financial and spiritual: the 
humblest member is of worth to the church, and the church 
should get out of every member the best there is in him. 

Tithing stewards are like the steam in the engine ; they are 
not part of the load, but of its driving force. Stewardship 
injects into the Unit System or other machinery of the church 
a spiritual impulsion which lifts it far above formalism and 
routine. The usual experience is that the tithing stewards 
in any church are not only the members who are financially the 
most to be depended upon — that, would be obviously true ; but 
they are also the members who can best be trusted to carry 
forward the evangelistic message. It will be with a considera- 
tion of stewardship and evangelism in the following chapter 
that the record of these adventures will close. 



CHAPTER XIV 
STEWARDSHIP AND EVANGELISM 

The various "adventures" recorded in this book emphasize 
perhaps what might be called spiritual prosperity — of indi- 
viduals, churches, or communities. Lukewarmness in Chris- 
tian living is transformed into intelligent activity, selfishness 
has given place to wider sympathies, financial difficulties have 
melted away before thie fires of faith. But many of the experi- 
ences also illustrate another phase of the Christian's life, which 
the stewardship teaching reaches a^ with a living current — 
namely, evangelism. 

Like the administering of the tithes, evangelism is a thing 
most closely, if not entirely, associated with churches. It is 
the church which creates evangelists and nourishes evangelism. 
Within the brotherhood of the church rise those impulses to 
pray and to praise, to confess and to give witness, which are 
the very seed of life to those already enrolled in its member- 
ship. And it is always from or in the name of a church that 
the evangelist brings his message. 

In the minds of most Christians of to-day, evangelism has a 
twofold significance. On the one hand it is the activity which 
renews, refreshes, and strengthens the spiritual life of those 
already turned toward "the heavenly way," and, on the other, 
it is that which spreads the teaching among those who have 
never heard or have never accepted the gospel of Christ. 

Closely associated as these two activities are, there is never- 
theless a psychological difference. The evangelism which 
profits the converted man or woman is of a nature to educate 
and to inspire to unexplored realms of consecration, rather 
than to bring about initial conviction of sin. The convert 
has already faced the light, but he still carries with him his 
old pack of ignorance, willfulnesses atvd 'wt'aJ«a\fc'5»^^"s.. '^\>ax 
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he needs is an education not only in faith and gospel, b 
practical Christian wisdom and duty. His common s 
must be sanctified, his sight made clear, his temper, mam 
anjd disposition glorified with the Spirit of God. He must 
on to perfection, else he backslides. 

Education of the Heabt 

There is a sentence in one of Sir Walter Scott'j lettc 
which reads : "We shall never learn to respect our real callir 
and destiny unless we have taught ourselves to consider ever) 
thing as moonshine compared with the education of the heart. 

It is this education of the heart — the enlargement of th( 
understanding, the exalting and widening of the spiritual 
vision — which a true stewardship ideal brings to the Christian. 
This education is especially the function of stewardship 
evangelism — not only the -m wakening, but the daily reawakening 
of the spirit against the menace of lethargy, routine, and pious 
formalism. Stewardship with God*s grace performs the 
miracle. Stewardship offers a workable program not only 
for attaining this enlargement of vision and this reawakened 
energy, but for directing and organizing the new impulses of 
the Spirit into the daily life. 

Thus it is that tithing stewardship, because of its emphasis 
on the vital relation between property and life consecration, 
is twice blest in the realm of evangelism: first, in preparing 
the church membership for the consecration which alone can 
bring success in soul-winning ; and again, by educating the new 
convert in those habits of holiness without which he shall not 
be established in Christ. Just how this comes to pass is indi- 
cated in a letter from a Pennsyi/ania pastor, who writes: 

"One result of the education which our people have received 
during the stewardship campaign is that my official board are 
getting concerned for a spiritual awakening here. This is 
made evident by their weekly appearance as a body in the 
prayer meeting." 

A pastor in New York State writes: "Our church has ex- 
perienced a revival for the first time in the memory of the 
present official board. I have seen sixty-five persons soundly 
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converted and have had the joy of receiving them into the 
church. It all began in our stewardship campaign/' 

The "Nevvt" Revelation 

If these testimonies and the experiences recounted in this 
book reveal anything, it is that the systematic and carefully 
planned stewardship campaign, carried out in a great number 
of churches during the spring of 1919, was as the very spirit 
of God moving with might throughout the membership. The 
plan came through the mind of man, but the power was of 
God. The stewardship program was offered in the faith and 
hope that many pastors would find it fitted to their need, and 
the event proved it to be so. In many churches the program 
was adapted to meet peculiar circumstances. This again 
proves that genuine stewardship teaching is not a rigid, arbi- 
trary thing, but rather a living spirit which can animate 
anything but a corpse. 

At the close of a conference in Indianapolis a promising 
layman who had that morning appeared on the program came 
to the stewardship speaker and rather shamefacedly asked, 
"Don't you think I ought to sign that tithing covenant?" 
After the stewardship card had been signed, the confession 
was made- that this man had paid only ten dollars to all the 
benevolences during the previous year and in the same period 
had paid an income tax on $17,000. 

Think what enlargement of life and consecration opened to 
that man ; think of the thousands who in a twelve-month or a 
little more have made the same joyful discovery; think what 
possibilities now lie open to the church in splendid growth 
and preparation for service of every kind. This Indianapolis 
layman is not a unique or isolated example, but one of many. 
A cloud of witnesses compel the statement that spiritual 
education and growth in the wisdom that winneth souls is 
always the result of stewardship teaching. 

It is this conviction that has led many pastors during the 
recent months to adopt some definite and systematic course for 
spreading the stewardship gospel. Some pastors have pro- 
posed to devote a certain portion of the ye-^t — i^^ ^-^axsss^^^ 
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a month either in the spring or fall — to detailed and inte 
stewardship study and instruction; others have carried 
the plan of having monthly stewardship teaching by ser 
and otherwise; and still others have come to the place wi 
the fundamental truths of stewardship furnish the backgro 
for all sermons, prayer meetings, Sunday school teachings i 
every phase of church life. 

Whatever method a pastor sees fit to employ will bri 
good results. The central office has received many test 
monials from pastors. One of them writes, "I believe it woul 
be a good thing not only to have a stewardship program nex 
year, but to make it a permanent thing in the year's program 
in all our churches." Another says, "All feel that they have 
just got started on stewardship, and they want more." And 
still another, "Those who have gone farthest into this move- 
ment know that we are but ankle-deep in God's way for his 
church." 

Every one who has tested the teaching realizes that steward- 
ship and evangelism lock hands with each other. A glance back 
over the "adventures" proves the case. Most of the churches 
which, through the stewardship teaching, were climbing 
up out of debt and into the Centenary, were also experiencing 
the revival of their lives. Many will remember the story of 
the Geneva Church, where some four hundred names were 
added to the membership in the year and a half after the 
stewardship revival. 

No, revivals are not being crowded out of the modem move- 
ment. A true revival results in forward work, and forward 
work results in reviving. Any "revival" that does not result 
in a distinct forward movement is a misnomer; while the 
"forward movement" that fails to revive is a delusion. 

Motion or Emotion? 

One might inquire whether a revival were conducted under 
a motional or an emotional standard. Emotion without motion 
means backsliding — psychologists say it means death, the 
eternal closing of doors to opportunity. "I have come to the 
point where I utterly discredit any evangelism which does not 
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include stewardship," was the testimony of an experienced 
evangelist during a stewardship conference ; and the statement 
was indorsed by more than one fervent "Amen." 

Is it not possible that what has too often been in the church 
an annual emotional upheaval, followed by little or no forward 
motion, may, under the spell of stewardship evangelism, be- 
come the marching call for an advancing Christian army? 
Stewardship evangelism calls the new Christian to the sacred 
place of acknowledging, praying, paying, and giving, as one 
who holds his talents, his money, and his very life in trust. 
It reminds him that he must hark back to the Great Owner, 
the personal God from whom his own personality has sprung, 
to catch some hint of the divine meaning of life. It lays hold 
of the forces which come both from personal prayer and from 
the Pentecostal flame, and so unites the church revival with the 
family altar. • 

Fundamentally, the Christian life, under the challenge of 
stewardship, is a progressive thing. It cannot be exhausted or 
completed at a single' leap. It is an education lasting until 
the Christian finally lays down his load, and after. It may 
be that in this state of mortal limitation he cannot settle all 
his problems at once ; but if he can do no better, he will "take 
them tandem." The Christian will examine himself as citizen, 
as church member, as parent, as neig^hbor, as business man, as 
friend, and as a world evangelist, with the searchlight of 
stewfirdship ; and within the brotherhood of the church where 
stewardship is alive he will find out whether he is measuring 
up merely to the emotional or to the motional standard. In 
such a church, and with such a membership, every service will 
be an evangelistic service. In such a church and with such a 
membership, the "tithes and the offerings" will come into their 
proper relation as but the opening gate into the larger realm 
of the life stewardship and of habits of holiness. 

In this apostolic evangelism God's work is, in a peculiar 
sense, focused in the individual as steward. It is the church 
that sends out the evangelist, but it is the man who must, 
through God's grace, light the Pentecostal flame. He is the 
example, the prayer, and the avenue oi b\^ss»m^\ ^xA \\. vs* '^'^^:>i 
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when his life is sincerely conceived as a holy stewardship that 
his message will be heard. ''What you are speaks so much 
louder than what you say," wrote Emerson. The evangelist 
may do and not speak, but he cannot speak and not do. 
Stewardship counsels him how to do. Other men get their 
conception of Christ from him, and it is only by his faithful- 
ness as a steward that he can "draw all men." He is himself 
the sermon. He is not a retailer of beautiful thoughts, theo- 
logical dissertations, or denunciations of sin, but a symbol of 
the truth that "by doing their task men save their souls." 

The Great Program 

The evangelism whose heart is stewardship is an evangelism 
of propulsion rather than of prohibitions. "Thou shalt not" 
must have its place, certainly, in the Christian's ethical system, 
but the steward's tpanual is a positive, rather than a negative 
code. His service is towards producing, increasing, giving— 
always contributing to the greater life and to the constructive 
force. The church has too long said to the young people, 
"Don't do this," "Don't do that," instead of holding before 
them the irresistible challenge of Christ's adventurous and 
heroic program. Stewardship fills the life with purposes and 
energies. It leads through and beyond the law, out into a 
realm where denials and prohibitions are needless, because 
life-giving love impels, regulates, and sanctifies the heart. 

Reaching the hearts of men is the natural business and 
function of this life-giving stewardship, and reaching the 
hearts of men is evangelism. Stewardship opens the gates 
to a flood of miraculous power, to which churches and«indi- 
viduals alike respond. Among Christians who have long 
been converted, or among those who are just seeking the light, 
it is this positive, inundating, active principle which operates 
like a fertilizing and life-giving stream. 

New Life to the Church 

It has been the purpose of this book to "expose" stewardship 
by example rather than to impose its teachings upon readers. 
Authentic and remarkable "expositions" are not lacking in the 
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field of evangelism. In fact, nearly every testimony regarding . 
the teaching includes an account of evangelistic results. "It 
has brought new life and new hope," writes a pastor after he 
had carried through the stewardship program. "Stewardship 
has deepened the spiritual life of the people, and inspired new 
courage and hope," writes another. "Rightly understood, 
properly presented, its real significance sensed, the stewardship 
campaign is, indeed, a revival in itself/' is the testimony of 
another. 

One pastor, after having given four sermons and the mid- 
week meetings to the stewardship teaching, reported: "The 
church began to brace up, spiritually and materially. Last 
Sunday the congregation overflowed the auditorium and 
gallery, and all the chairs were brought up out of the vestry 
to provide seating accommodations. The revival which fol- 
lowed the stewardship program has brought in forty-six 
members. One prominent oflicial of the church, speaking of 
the fruits of the stewardship campaign, exclaimed, *I've 
worked all my life to see this thing, now I'm ready to go.'" 
Again : "We find that the stewardship teaching with the prac- 
tice of tithing is having a permanent and vital reality, deepen- 
ing the spiritual life of the church." 

A Happy People 

Perhaps no better instance of the evangelistic power of 
stewardship can be offered than the following story, given as 
a closing "adventure" : 

"Our little church in O has a membership of 200, includ- 
ing 36 probationers (all children under eight years of age) 
and 42 children in full connection who are under fifteen years 
of age. There is, moreover, not a rich man or woman in the 
church. 

"Four years ago, a year before the present pastorate, the 
church with great difficulty paid a salary of $740 to their 
preacher and raised a grand total of $332 for benevolences. 

"But last year this same church paid into the treasury for 
benevolences $3,729 and overpaid the pastor $300. The entire 
money raised for all purposes in the cVvmtOcv 2LTcvo>rcN\fc\ \a •»». 
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average of 35 cents per member per week, and this included 
every man, woman, child, and baby in the church. Besides 
this, our people accomplished every asking in the Centenary 
almost a full year before the final campaign was put on by 
the church at large. 

"But more significant than all, we have had a continuous 
revival of religion. Sinners have been saved, backsliders re- 
claimed, believers have been sanctified, and twenty- four of our 
young people, after a baptism of the Holy Ghost, felt them- 
selves definitely called of God for life service. Five of these 
are already in the field, doing good work in telling the story 
of the Christ and in carrying through the Centenary program. 

"How did all this come about? 

"It was the result of faithful exhortation to stewardship, 
beginning from the pulpit and carried on through the class 
leaders, Sunday school superintendent, Epworth League presi- 
dent, Junior League president, presidents of women's societies 
and Sunday school teachers. 

"The biblical doctrine of stewardship has been presented as 
a principle, and not a law. As the religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ must be of the heart, so must stewardship be of the 
heart. Methodism teaches *God first in everything/ The 
result of this kind of stewardship campaign is that as a church 
we are almost one hundred per cent tithers by families and 
some are making oflFerings above the tithe. 

"The Epworth League, with a tithing band numbering 41, 
last year raised $900 for home and foreign missions. This 
league has studied in their classes practically all the mission 
fields in Methodism. Of the officers, the president has been 
licensed to preach, the first vice-president is to prepare for 
work in Africa, the third vice-president is to do missionary 
work in South America, and the fourth vice-president, who 
is twenty-one years old and a Minute* Man, is to be a preacher. 
Others are going to preparatory schools this year to equip 
themselves for work in China, India, and for greater useful- 
ness in the home church. The Junior League forms two 
tithing bands which raised $400 last year for missions. 

"The Sunday school is thorougnly organized into a mission- 
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ary school, and has agreed to pay more than its Centenary 
quota. Every teacher of the Sunday school is a member of 
the church. The superintendent has been recommended to the 
District Conference for a license to preach. The Women's 
Home and Foreign Missionary Societies, both with tithing 
bands, raised $700 for missions last year. And the Class 
leader reports that we are one hundred per cent in member- 
ship for intercessory prayer." 

Is it any wonder that the writer of this letter signs himself 
the "Pastor of a happy people"? 

The New Challenge 

Methodism has spoken again, and the challenge is unmistak- 
able. At this writing the stupendous undertaking of the 
Centenary in raising millions of dollars has been accomplished, 
and a new challenge has gone forth for a million souls won 
for Christ and the church during the ten-month period ending 
June, 1920. 

No goal was ever set by a Christian church, no task was 
ever given Methodism, which requires greater consecration and 
concentration than this task. To this great achievement the 
raising of more than a hundred million dollars was an inspir- 
ing prelude. 

That the challenge is of God, who can question? 

Never was a great revival crusade more needed than at 
this very hour of world uplieaval. Never were more com- 
munions stirring to the same end. Can we not also say, God*s 
promises to pour out great spiritual blessings were never more 
sure of fulfillment? 

But how shall the beginnings of a great evangelistic crusade 
be made? . Is not the answer to be found in the pages of this 
book? Stewardship prepares the way for evangelism as does 
no other message. And is there not also suggested in these 
pages a program of procedure for those who are asking, "How 
can this mighty evangelistic challenge be met?" Is it not 
significant that remarkable spiritual blessings flowed in upon 
every church in Methodism which gave a month to continued 
stewardship teaching? 
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The Qeveland Conference that issued the call of evangelism 
seems to have had this in mind in sending out the challenge: 
"The success of the financial campaign of the Centenary Move- 
ment has brought to us an awakened and organized church; 
and it is leading us face to face with God*s covenant in 
Malachi 3. 10, making urgent that we move forward in this 
hour of disturbed conditions with the greatest evangelistic 
endeavor the world has ever known." 

The genuine revival must begin within the heart. The 
church organizations must be energized, the machinery of the 
kingdom must be set vibrating with power, by the Spirit work- 
ing within. If the people of Methodism, in holy and heroic 
team work, will dedicate themselves to the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit in this greatest crusade of the church, who can 
question that God will see to it that the faith that called a 
crusade for a million converts in Methodism will be divinely 
rewarded ? 
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